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ACS Sports Teams

08

09

10

11

15

14

13

12

01	 Athletics and  
	 Cross Country

02	 Girls Hockey

03	 Girls Netball

04	 Badminton

05	 Boys Cricket

06	 Boys Soccer

07	 Touch Rugby

08	 Girls Basketball

09	 Boys Football

10	 Girls Softball

11	 Swimminng

12	 Girls Table Tennis

13	 Boys Tennis

14	 Boys Volleyball

15	 Boys Softball
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ACS Sports Teams

01	 Boys Basketball

02	 Boys Table Tennis

03	 Boys Hockey

04	 Girls Soccer

05	 Girls Volleyball

06	 Girls Tennis
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The Year 10 Pascoe Peer Support Camp 
took place in country Victoria, in a town 
called Daylesford, situated north-east of 
Ballarat. Before camp took place, we all 
knew that this was going to be the last 
camp that would take place during our 
time at Westbourne so, not surprisingly, 
we all made this camp one to remember. 

After the two hour bus ride from 
Westbourne, we quickly made ourselves 
at home, unpacking and exploring our 
home for the next three days. But there 
certainly was a sense of excitement 
amongst us. Not long after we arrived, we 
quickly proposed a walk to visit the main 
town of Daylesford, even if it was just a 
three kilometre walk. Nevertheless, we all 
took up the minor challenge to explore the 
country town with its diverse lifestyles and 
various entertainments. 

The camp officially launched its program 
during the first afternoon, with numerous 
groups leading the rest of us into 
activities that required different skills to 
accomplish. The group leading the activity 
would propose rules and punishments 
that would result in the participants 
strategizing through high level thinking. 
Communicating consistently with each 
other not only during the activities, but 
throughout the camp strengthened the 
friendships and bonds that we have held 
so dearly since the day we all first met. 

Peer Support
Camp

Year 10 Camp

Throughout that week, we continued to 
participate in group led activities with 
each one proving to have its challenges. 
Incorporating trust, leadership and 
communication were all necessary to help 
solve each problem that was handed to 
us. The occasional walk took place during 
the mornings, with visits to the town and 
the local hot springs area. 

Even though our camp consisted of 
minimum outdoor activities unlike the 
previous school camps, this one proved 
to be one of the best. There is no 
doubt that we will continue to share our 
memories and moments from this camp 
with each other for many years to come. 

Daniel Nguyen,  
10 Pascoe
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Bushwalking 

As part of the Year Nine Program, we 
completed activities to help prepare for 
camp in Term Four. The bushwalk was 
12km along the coast from Bells Beach 
to Anglesea Football Ground. As well 
as covering the 12km, we also had a 
pack on our back filled with essentials, 
weighing about 10kg.This adventure was 
a great chance for stronger friendships 
to be made in mentor groups, people to 
get a sneak peek into what camp will be 
like and a chance to enjoy some fresh 
air, great views and exercise. At first our 
group was not very open-minded to the 
idea of the walk but at the end of the  
day we were all tired but extremely happy 
to have finished the walk altogether as  
a team. 

Alisha Marfatia,  
9 Molland

Initiative Activities 

The pre-camp initiative activities were a 
great way to bond and work as a team. 
When completing activities like the raft 
building task we had to learn to work 
together quickly. The team’s ability to 
make a raft determined how wet we got. 
Thankfully, we worked well as a group. 
Other activities tested tolerance. The 
activity requiring you to cover holes in a 
leaking pipe helped us learn to tolerate 
and accept ideas of others, as well as 
think outside the box. Keeping an open 
mind and being willing to push our 
boundaries was also essential. These 
activities were enjoyable and useful in 
preparation for camp.

Alisha Marfatia,  
9 Molland

Orienteering 

On the 29th of April 2011, two mentor 
groups, Mr Behrens and Mr Michielin 
left to go to orienteering as part of an 
Outdoor Education session. Not many 
of us had any orienteering experience 
and didn’t quite know what to expect. 
When we arrived at Brimbank Park our 
enthusiastic instructor directed us to split 
into pairs and handed us a scorecard and 
a map to locate flags along the course, 
with the idea of hole-punching our cards 
as we arrived at each flag. 

There were three courses to be 
completed, ranging from beginners, 
intermediate and advanced. We struggled 
to find one of the flags on Course B and 
literally walked around in circles for what 
felt like an hour. After asking numerous 
strangers and zigzagging across the 
Park a few times we finally found the 
flag and punched our card, jumping and 
screaming with relief and excitement. 
When we had gone back to meet the 
other mentors, they claimed that they had 
been waiting for us for about a half hour. 
(Pfft, they would have been exaggerating. 
We couldn’t have been that bad). 

Overall, orienteering was definitely the 
most enjoyable Outdoor Education 
experience, and we even learnt some 
valuable lessons along the way, including 
how to read a map before setting out on 
a major expedition.

Tahlia Namana, 9 Molland and  
Enrica Matina, 9 Hudson 

Rock Climbing, Tent Making and 
Trangia Cooking

Our assignment for the day was ‘Rock 
Climbing, Tent Making and Trangia 
Cooking’. After the other students had 
boarded their buses, we walked down 
to the Year 9 Centre. We arrived to see 
the Trangias were in bags, not set up, a 
puzzle for us to solve. After a brief tutorial, 
we were well on our way to making some 
delicacies; pasta, mee goreng and hot 
chocolate. We cooked and devoured an 
early lunch fit for a king. 

Through the gates to the school is an 
entire world, one where our next activity 
would occur; the echo filled halls of the 
Westgate Sports and Leisure Centre, 
and with it, Cliff-hanger the Indoor Rock 
Climbing Gym. This tower of artificial rock 
with conveniently placed hand and foot 
holds is in a mega-room that stretches up 
to 20 metres high. Scampering up these 
walls was our task for the afternoon, 
and we needed no inviting. After the 
regulation safety-first lesson, we were 
given the (almost) free roam of the place. 
Philosophy dictates that every path has 
an obstacle. Here, we learnt, if there is 
an obstacle, climb it. It was a challenge, 
but I am pleased to say we overcame 
everything put in our path. 

Jeevan Haikerwal,  
9 Molland

Year 9 Camp

Outdoor

Education
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The bus trip to camp was fun as we  
were wondering what kind of convivial 
things we were going to do there.  
As 8 Strathmore, Mrs Keller, Ms Burton,  
Mr Poynton and other teachers walked 
to the campsite at Boar Gully, we knew 
that this was going to be enjoyable. But 
we were all in shock; especially the girls; 
when we found out that we had to use 
a drop dunny to go to the toilet. We also 
had to set up our tents so we could sleep 
in them, and cook dinner and breakfast. 

As soon as we were introduced to the 
campsite, we went for a bushwalk. We 
saw a few creatures and were introduced 
to some plants and briefly learned 
about their characteristics, which was 
interesting. It was also tiring, as we were 
all exasperated from a lazy bus ride.  
But Mr Poynton was eager to push  
us to keep going. 

When we finally returned back to the site, 
we set up our tents. Then we were given 
trangia stoves to cook dinner. Numerous 
groups went for the original two minute 
noodles, but other groups tried some 
gourmet meals. After dinner, we were 
taken on another bushwalk, only this  
time it was dark, we were blind-folded  
and holding onto a rope. It was really  
fun, but nerve-racking, as we were all 
paranoid that we were going to fall down 
a ditch or trip over a tree. Mr Michelin  
did a good job of calming us all down at 
the beginning. Lastly, after a pleasurable 
and tiring day, we sat relaxingly around 
a nice campfire and told ‘scary’ stories 
that we all have heard before, and played 
games while eating lamingtons and 
drinking soothing hot chocolates. It was  
a memorable experience.

Emily Matejin and Olivia Micallef,  
8 Strathmore

Lady Northcote was our second stop. 
There were many fun activities including 
the high ropes course, the leap of faith, 
canoeing, archery, raft building and the 
giant swing. Unclipping ourselves at the 
top of the giant swing was a nerve racking 
moment. But it was worth it because 
after we got off we wanted to go back on 
again. We stayed in rooms of three with 
wonderful bunk beds. Camp was such 
a great experience and 8 Strathmore 
bonded very well. 

Emily Trajcevska and Monica Keeler,  
8 Strathmore

Though well out of my comfort zone, it 
was one of the most unforgettable things 
I’ve done in my life. The very first time 
I went abseiling was at Year 8 Camp, 
probably the best camp I’ve been to (aside 
from Year 6 Camp). It seemed, at first, 
like quite a horrifying idea to be walking 
vertically down the side of a steep cliff – 
once you’ve gone off the edge, you can’t 
go back up. But after hesitating quite a bit 
at first, I wanted to try. Once my harness 
was in place and all the ropes were 
attached to it, I had to shift off the edge. 

When I was finally off, fear was still tying 
my stomach into knots. I kept hanging 
onto the edge, absolutely petrified, but 
with shouts of encouragement from my 
peers and teachers, I plucked up the 
courage and slowly descended down the 
face of the cliff. The cliff wasn’t dead flat; 
there were rocks sticking out, and a few 
dents on the way, which made it even 
harder for me to abseil. I kept my eyes 
shut tight, determined not to look down, 
though very tempted to see whether I had 
reached the bottom yet. Only half-way 
down, I thought my toes would be at 
least touching the ground. However when 
I opened my eyes and glanced below 
me I didn’t see a flat solid boulder a few 
centimetres from my toes, but probably 
ten metres under me, give or take a few 
metres. I continued, hearing only the slight 
breeze rushing past my ears and the few 
birds on the tree tops chirping loudly. 

At last I heard the voice of Mr Harrison 
congratulating me on completing the 
task, and my feet finally landed on solid 
ground. I felt weak and tired, but also 
proud of myself for doing something that I 
mostly definitely didn’t want to do at first. 
Nevertheless I did it in the end, and I was 
quite glad of that. It was undoubtedly the 
best experience, and a memory that will 
stay in my mind forever.

Katie Long, 
8 Flinders

Earlier on in the year as part of the 
Outdoor Education Program, the Year 8’s 
were required to go camping. We went 
to Boar Gully in the Brisbane ranges on 
a camp out first for one night. At the 
location of our camp, we were expected 
to learn the skills of camping out in the 
outdoors. We were shown how to  
set-up a tent in an area that would be 
appropriate. This was an interesting night 
because we were camping outdoors and 
it was fun, but not very comfortable. We 
also had activities run by Mr Poynton  
and Mr Michelin, which made it an 
enjoyable experience.

The second night we slept in a cabin. 
This was what we were used to because 
food was supplied. There were many 
activities to do at the camp-site such 
as canoeing, building your own raft, a 
giant swing, a ropes course and a giant 
leap of faith. Some of these activity were 
pretty frightening especially the giant 
leap of faith, but we knew it was 
worth giving it a try because they were 
fantastic challenges. Most of these 
activities also required team work, mainly 
the build your own raft one. You had to 
work together and co-operate to build a 
raft after you had designed it. Then it was 
time to find out if your raft was able to 
support your group’s weight by taking it 
onto the lake. The challenge was to race 
the other team to a point in the lake  
and back. 

Camp was a great event and we were 
lucky that Frau Keller and Ms Burton 
came along with us but even luckier  
that Frau Leutloff, the German assistant, 
was able to share the experience with 
us as well.

Foti Liacopoulos, 
8 Strathmore

Year 8 Camp
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After spending our first night at the 
campsite, playing games of spotlight in 
the eerie dark, we travelled a mere few 
kilometres into the mountains to camp. 
An interesting challenge we encountered 
whilst camping out was cooking upon 
the trangia stoves. The nifty devices 
allowed us to produce our dinners, with 
varying success. It was quite a comical 
sight to see some trying to cook tinned 
sausages that were nearly six years old, 
tasting of damp cardboard. Yet in acts of 
sympathy those with successful dinners 
shared their spares. After managing to 
scrub clean the various pots until they 
were gleaming we huddled round a toasty 
campfire, exchanging lamingtons and hot 
chocolates whilst telling sinister stories 
that seemed to come to life in the eerily 
dark landscape. 

With a few hours’ sleep on thin mats 
to protect us from the rugged ground 
we awoke to begin a day of abseiling. 
In reaching the area where we would 
dangle down a fifty metre rock attached 
by a cord, we caught a mini bus that 
curved round the mountains potholed 
road, bracing ourselves for the adventure 
mixed with fear. Finally we reached the 
cliff face with a tinge of apprehension. The 
instructors guided us through the basic 
information before hooking us in. It was 
daunting; the final rope being secured 
and the instructor telling you to lean back. 
Where could I lean back to? Surely I 
would fall. Timidly at first I began to slowly 
dig my heels into the rock face until I was 
at a completely straight angle to the rock. 
It was frightening at first yet as I began 
to relax and enjoy the grace of the valley 
below it was liberating to conquer my fear. 
A short bus trip back and we returned  
to the brilliant lady Northcote camp before 
heading home to eagerly recall  
the marvellous experiences of  
year eight camp. 

Mary Bekele,  
8 Hudson

The trip to Lady Northcote was one of 
vivid green trees and country laced with 
ash grey roads. And more trees. For an 
hour we passed the unchanging scenery, 
eager to arrive at the Lady Northcote 
camp. Our expectations were surpassed 
by the majesty of the landscape. After a 
few hours spent adjusting to our serene 
surroundings, the activities commenced. 
Perhaps the most amusing was raft 
building. Given a bundle of substantially 
large and bulky logs and a few coils of 
rope we were required to construct a raft 
that would sail across the lake without 
unravelling. It seemed a simple enough 
task, but we soon learnt just how difficult 
it was to assemble an effective raft. After 
trialing certain ideas we settled upon 
creating a square shape with logs tied 
inside to provide seats. Confident we 
would manage a round of the lake we 
took to the water only for our raft to sink 
nearly quite as tragically as the Titanic. 
Waving our arms frantically and hanging 
on to the wooden frame for dear life, we 
swam back to shore. 

Outdoor

Education
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CHAPEL 

‘Chapel’ is both the evident physical 
building and the activity of Worship, 
whether offered inside this building or in 
other buildings, or even outside. A Chapel 
is a specially-designed sacred space, for 
daily, weekly or more occasional services. 
These can be short and simple, or more 
extended and elaborate. The main 
encouragement is that the Chapel is a 
place that is open each day, for personal 
quiet moments, or more communal 
gatherings of hope, celebration, memorial 
and song. At Westbourne Grammar 
School we are blessed with a special 
Chapel, designed with both order and 
flexibility in mind.

This year, at the end of the First Semester, 
the whole School community farewelled 
the Reverend George Durinck, after 
his very many years of faithful service 
within this Chapel, the Classroom, both 
the School Campuses and the wider 
Westbourne community. More is written 
in this respect elsewhere, but it is good to 
reflect on the Chapel and its vision which 
he saw into being. Here is a place where 
light and space are generously catered 
for – there is much glass, there is the 
central lantern feature high in the ceiling, 
and the eye is taken up prayerfully in the 
architecture of this roof space. It is  
a building to raise the spirit, stir the soul 
and commend all thought.

Of course, not every person who comes 
into the Chapel, not every student and 
staff member who is present during a 
Chapel service, will feel inspired on every 
occasion. But, and importantly so, here 
is a place and a time in which we can 
find a little space to think graciously, or 
sorrowfully, or calmly, or regretfully, or in 
whichever way we find our mood is taking 
us. And, if we are someone, of whatever 
Faith or Tradition, who wants to pray, then 
here is a place set aside for this. And if we 
simply want to reflect, then so be it. 

At times of goings and comings, we may 
be grateful to have such a ‘place to be’, 
and pause to give thanks for those whose 
vision of God and the School Community 
saw that this Chapel was built for all.

The Revd Christopher Huxtable, 
Chaplain

Rev George DuRinck, Chaplain,  
Service 1988 – 2011

Rev DuRinck retired at the end of Term 
Two, 2011, after 23 years of continuous 
and devoted service to the Westbourne 
Community.

He has become a legend with our 
students, Staff and Parents, because 
of his living faith, his abiding sense of 
humour, his terrible taste in puns and 
jokes, and his decency, humanity and 
humility.

Rev DuRinck was looking forward to 
retirement with his wife Christina, after  
42 years of marriage. Sadly and tragically, 
Tina passed away in August after many 
years of a courageous and wonderful 
battle against cancer. We pay tribute to a 
wonderful lady whose resilience, bravery 
and faith inspired all her friends. Rev 
DuRinck has two children, Lachlan and 
Amanda. They have been an inspiration to 
their Father. 

Many were present at the Holy Trinity Hall 
in late June to say goodbye to George 
and to acknowledge and celebrate his 
outstanding ministry to a large populace. 
This was an intensely personal occasion, 
and both the Principal and the Deputy 
Principal paid tribute and extended thanks 
for our Chaplain’s very personal service to 
each of their families. 

Over the years, “Rev” has performed 
marriages and funerals, in our Chapel 
and in other places, and has always been 
available for counselling and ministry to 
our school families. “Rev” is a Melbourne 
Victory and Newcastle United tragic. Don’t 
ever ask him his opinion of referees!

He left school at 16 and went to work 
for the Tasmanian Government, first in 
the Railways, then in Computers. He left 
home at 17 and worked around Australia.

In Sydney, he was a storeman in  
Grace Bros.

In rural NSW, he was a professional pig-
shooter, a cowboy and a sheep drover.

In Queensland, he was a cattle drover,  
a scrubber runner, a kangaroo shooter,  
a professional brumby shooter and a wool 
truck driver.

In Victoria, he worked in a dye house with 
fabrics, in the ES&A Bank, sold telephone 
systems, made and sold wrought iron, 
made and sold dim-sims, worked in 
Chinese restaurants and was a Youth 
Officer in maximum security for 4 years.

In this time, he studied and passed 
matriculation and was accepted by the 
Church. He did an Arts Degree at Monash 
and in the holidays worked for Mayne 
Nickless, on an armoured van.  

He received a Melbourne Theology 
Degree and Dip. Edn. at Melbourne.

He graduated as an ordained Minister and 
after completing his Diploma of Education, 
he moved into schools, eventually 
beginning his Ministry at Westbourne  
in 1988.

In an emotional farewell on Monday 27th 
and Tuesday 28th June, students in the 
Junior and Senior Schools paid tribute to 
this very engaging, compassionate and 
dedicated teacher who has affected  
so many, so warmly, over the years.

All the Junior School students wore a 
special funny hat and presented him 
with a hat carrying a “farewell bear” 
dutifully signed by students. At the Senior 
Assemblies, a student from each of the 
Years 7 to 12 paid their tributes. 

Jeevan Haikerwal of Year 9 said: “Rev 
is an inspiration for us all. Over a truly 
extravagant number of years he has 
been a constant figure in the school 
environment, lighting up his surroundings 
with witty jokes and enthralling stories. 
Thousands of students, literally thousands 
of students – past and present – have 
experienced his quick wit and timeless 
jokes. Students will, without a moment’s 
thought, remember him as a funny, 
awesome, hilarious, amusing and 
altogether top bloke”.

William Stojkovski, School Captain, also 
paid tribute: “The genuine respect that 
he receives from all students, staff and 
members of the community; the way in 
which he can turn a five-minute sermon 
into a startling life lesson; the honesty and 
guidance that he provides to the entire 
school populous; the inherent integrity 
and decency that radiates from him, and 
holds true to all of us”.

Finally, a poem for Rev DuRinck:

“May your fireplace be ever warm,

Your glass be always full.

May your home rejoice with laughter,

And “happy” be your rule.

May our friendship still be strong,

Our alliance never cease.

May God see fit to keep you safe,

And your blessings all increase”.

We wish our beloved Chaplain a very 
long and happy life and may good health 
accompany him on his journey each day.

James Mitchell, 
Deputy Principal

Chaplains

Report
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basis within our Junior School. Our 
students have achieved a great deal 
throughout 2011 and the following 
pages of Literata are a testament to 
their learning journey. I encourage you 
to read and enjoy this publication which 
endeavours to document this journey.

Obviously, there is the wealth of learning 
that takes place in the classroom 
under the skilled guidance of the 
classroom teacher. A number of very 
valuable excursions/incursions have 
complemented the children’s studies on a 
range of topics and the year level outdoor 
education experiences have added even 
more to these experiences.

Outside of the classroom, there is always 
a great deal happening. For example, a 
variety of Social Service activities to raise 
awareness and funds for Kampuchea 
House, Grandparent’s Day, Literacy and 
Numeracy Week, a special Anzac Day 
Service, a Dad’s Morning, Footy Day and 
a range of Earth Education initiatives have 
all provided many memorable moments.

The specialist areas, too, serve to provide 
a very comprehensive and well-rounded 
education for our students. These subjects 
can awaken and tap into particular talents 
and interests. There have been many 
highlights such as Art & Cultural Day and 
the various Book Month activities. 

Head of Junior School

Report

“Learning is a treasure that will follow its 
owner everywhere.” – Chinese Proverb

The desire to learn and the capacity to do 
so have never been more important. This 
is highlighted by the fact that futurists tell 
us that the current generation of students 
will have up to nine career changes in their 
working lives. How students cope and 
adapt to these changing circumstances 
will depend to a very large extent on their 
ability to learn.

The task of preparing students for such a 
world beyond school starts in the formative 
years of schooling (if not earlier). Indeed, it 
can be a juggling act, as we not only need 
to teach children the fundamentals in areas 
such as literacy and numeracy, but we 
also have to inspire them to have a deep 
curiosity about the world around them. 
Fostering in students a ‘love of learning’ 
and a drive to be ‘life-long learners’ are not 
just ‘buzz’ words – they are dispositions 
that are vital and will serve students well 
for the rest of their lives.

So, as I reflect on another very busy, 
productive and successful year in the 
Junior School, it is very satisfying to see 
the growth and development that the 
children have made in their learning across 
so many areas. Yes, our NAPLAN results 
continue to be very pleasing but they 
simply don’t tell the whole story in terms of 
the breadth and complexity of the learning 
that takes place on a daily 

Our students have excelled in inter-
school sports carnivals and a number of 
students have made it through to state 
and national championships in disciplines 
such as athletics, swimming, cross 
country and snow sports. They have 
also ‘shone’ on stage during a range of 
Music concerts, as well as the annual 
Performing Arts Festival. 

In the area of enrichment, students have 
had many opportunities to extend their 
thinking and to develop their skills and 
talents through programs such as JEEP 
and EEP at the Prep to Year 4 levels. 
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The Maths Olympiad (MOPS) and Future 
Problem Solving (FPS) Programs have 
played their part in extending students  
at the Upper Primary levels.  
Indeed, The MOPS Team had its most 
successful year ever with a number of 
students achieving almost perfect scores 
and one of our FPS Teams won a place  
in the National Finals held on the Gold 
Coast in October. Students have also 
been challenged through a range of 
pursuits such as Debating, Chess,  
Music Eisteddfods, Spelling Bee 
competitions and the ICAS challenges,  
to name just a few.

Of course, other highlights this year have 
included the official Opening of The Diane 
John Centre at the Williamstown Campus 
by The Honourable, Nicola Roxon, MP, and 
a special student-led Assembly to farewell 
‘Rev’ on his retirement, following more than 
two decades of service to the School. 

It is a privilege to be part of our Junior 
School community and I would like to 
thank all those who have contributed  
so much throughout 2011. 

For example, our tremendously hard-
working Junior School Auxiliary, led by  
the President, Mrs Taylor, and her 
Executive Team consisting of Mrs Stevens, 
Ms McGrath, Mrs Goldie, Ms Devine, Mrs 
Parks and Mrs Audley (Swap Shop), have 
been an invaluable support to students 
and staff. The Auxiliary has also made 
possible the purchase of a beautiful new 
piano for the Holy Trinity Hall (Truganina 
Campus), as well as the laying of artificial 
turf and the installation of seating and a 
cubby (Williamstown Campus).

Given the pivotal role that staff play in  
the development of each and every 
child, I take this opportunity to thank 
all of them for their outstanding 
contribution to the Junior School over 
the past twelve months. They are a 
tremendously talented and dedicated 
group of primary educators, who always 
have the students’ best interests at 
heart. In particular, I wish to personally 
acknowledge the leadership and 
wonderful support provided by the KLA 
Coordinators; the specialist Department 
Heads; the Departmental Coordinators, 
Mrs Cameron, Miss Arcadiou and 
Mr Chrisanthou; the Junior School 
Secretaries, Mrs Matthews and Mrs 
Hodgson; the Director of Curriculum 
Development, Ms Elliott; and my 
two Deputies, Mrs Armatas and Mrs 
Lewis. The contribution these people 
have made throughout 2011 cannot 
be underestimated and it is greatly 
appreciated!

School community and from a personal 
perspective, I will always be grateful for 
her support, loyalty and friendship.

Finally, I wish to acknowledge the 
students themselves. They have worked 
extremely hard throughout the year and 
we can be justifiably proud of all that they 
have accomplished. I especially want to 
congratulate our Year 6 students, who 
have led the Junior School so admirably 
this past year. They have been outstanding 
role models and they continue to be the 
best possible advertisement for our school. 
I certainly wish them every success as they 
embark upon a new chapter in their lives.

I trust that everyone has a very safe 
and very well-deserved break over the 
coming holiday period and I look forward 
to another exciting and productive year, 
when school resumes in 2012.

Paul Barklamb,  
Head of Junior School

I also wish to pay a special tribute to 
several members of staff who will not be 
with us in 2012. Mrs Kate Rice, Mrs Kylie 
McKerrow and Ms Sharon Taylor are not 
returning from maternity leave. These 
teachers have been a great asset to the 
School over a considerable period of time 
and I wish them every success for the 
future. Ms Pamela Wooding had held the 
Lower Primary Coordinator’s role at the 
Truganina Campus until ill health led her 
to relinquish this position at the beginning 
of this year. Her gentle, nurturing manner 
and her devotion to the students have 
been obvious and endearing qualities. She 
will be greatly missed and we wish her all 
the best on her retirement. Ms Lisa Lentini 
is not returning from maternity leave as 
her focus at this point in time is her young 
son, Thomas. Ms Lentini has made a 
remarkable contribution to Westbourne 
having led the Williamstown Campus so 
competently and with integrity for almost 
nine years. She is held in the highest 
possible regard by all members of the 
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In the 16 years I have been teaching at 
Westbourne Grammar School, I have 
witnessed a lot of change. In the last 
three years, Williamstown Grammar has 
experienced significant change. 2011 
was no exception.

This year I have had the privilege of 
performing the role of ‘Acting Head of 
Campus’ at Williamstown Grammar. 
My first aim was to maintain our high 
standards in relation to classroom 
practice and also to enhance and 
improve current programs. After much 
consideration, and in concert with the 
Leadership Team, it was decided that 
Year Three Choir would no longer be 
conducted during class time. Instead,  
we invested this time into the teaching 
of our core subjects – Literacy and 
Numeracy. We added two hours per cycle 
into these core curricula areas. Choir now 
runs as an extra-curricular activity and it 
has proven to be successful, with 30 of 
our 38 students participating. I commend 
the Year Three children for their dedication  
and commitment! 

With the opening of the new Information 
Technology Laboratory, we introduced ‘IT’ 
monitors, a responsibility the Year Three 
students relished. This wonderful facility 
is utilised extensively by our children and 
staff for a variety of authentic teaching 
and learning activities.

Principal Ms Hansen recently announced 
the addition of another stream of Year 
Four at Truganina. This is an exciting 
step forward for our current Year 
Three students. The transition from 
Williamstown to Truganina can be 
somewhat daunting, but our Year Three 
students are fully prepared to embark on 
this milestone ‘change’ in their education.

This year, half of the staff at Williamstown 
was either new to the campus or new to 
the School. Mrs Hannett joined the Year 
One team together with Ms Boam, who 
transferred from the Truganina campus. 
The Year One students benefitted from 
their dynamic team work. Both staff led 
the Social Service Committee, particularly 
with a most successful fundraising event 
where the Committee members made 
(and sold) products from recycled jeans. 

Also new to Williamstown was Mrs Grech, 
who has taught at the Truganina campus 
for the last seven years. She was joined 
by Miss Seal in Year Three. Our student 
Environmental Committee, guided by 
Miss Seal and Mrs Grech, embraced a 
new Environmental initiative. With the 
help of farmer Mr Christo, the back of the 
Art room was transformed from wasted 
space into a thriving vegetable garden. 
The students tended happily to their 
crops, working collaboratively on this 
project and skillfully establishing their own 
blogs on the School portal to recount their 
experiences.

In Prep and Year Two, we had some 
familiar faces! Mrs Turczyniak and 
Miss Reid again so capably built a firm 
foundation for our Prep children. The 
energy and work ethic of our youngest 
learners is truly 

inspirational. Mr Menzies and Mrs 
Cameron continue to be the enduring 
team in Year Two. Mr Menzies 
managed the ‘sustainability’ side of our 
Environmental endeavours, supporting 
our ‘Green’ students, who monitored 
our carbon footprint. Mrs Cameron, who 
has been teaching at Williamstown for 
17 years, performed the role of P– 3 
Departmental Coordinator. Her caring  
and supportive nature with students, 
teachers and parents alike is unwavering. 
I thank her most sincerely for her 
assistance this year. 

Our School Secretary, Mrs Hodgson, 
cheerfully and gracefully assists the 
general School community. Her loyal 
support is incredibly appreciated  
by us all. 

I thank the dedicated Junior School 
Auxiliary. Their donations, both in time and 
resources, are always gratefully received.

The tireless work of the Head of 
Junior School, Mr Barklamb, provides 
all staff with a steadfast educational 
compass pointing towards excellence 
and continuous improvement. We are 
evolving as a School under the cover 
of outstanding leadership. I thank Mr 
Barklamb for the support and guidance 
he has provided me throughout the year. 

Whilst change is essential, the essence 
of all we aim to achieve remains the 
same – to deliver the best possible 
educational program for our students. I 
thank all families and our wonderful staff 
for their continued support. Finally, I thank 
the students, who make our School the 
thriving, dynamic and happy place it is.

Nicole Armatas, Acting Head of the 
Williamstown Campus

Head of Williamstown

Campus Report
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2011 was a busy but very enjoyable  
year. Year Six has been challenging  
at times and yet a most rewarding 
experience for us. As Junior School 
Captains and along with our Junior 
School Vice Captains, Klara Rawdanowicz 
and Shihab Deen Mohamed, we have had 
to set a positive example for the younger 
students as our predecessors did for us.

As representatives of the Junior School 
students we were given the opportunity 
to attend a number of official ceremonies 
throughout the year. One such event was 
a visit to the Williamstown Campus. This 
was a fantastic opportunity to introduce 
ourselves to the younger students.

We had a wonderful time at the 2011  
Annul Presentation Ball. We got to put  
on our finest dress and dapper tuxedo.  
A further important event was the 
opening of the Diane Johns Centre at the 
Williamstown campus. The Minister for 
Health and Ageing, Nicola Roxon was 
also present to officially open the centre.

The annul Year Six Mini-Mart went 
extremely well. All the Year Six students 
worked cooperatively to help raise money 
for our school charity, Kampuchea House. 
We had great stalls, great attitudes and  
a great time.

Junior School
Captains

It will be sad to leave the Junior School  
as we have many fond memories of 
friends, occasions and teachers. However, 
we are excited over the opportunities 
available to us in the Senior School and 
look forward to the challenges ahead.

We would like to take this opportunity  
to thank our Junior School Principal,  
Mr Barklamb and the staff who have 
guided us these past seven years.

Samuel McGrath and Jayla McLennan 
Westbourne Junior School Captains 2011 
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My favourite memory in Prep was the 
chocolate experiment because I got 
everything right.

Freya Cantwell

In Term Two Prep R went on a bus to the 
Royal Botanic Gardens. We smelt lots of 
things and we made lots of things.

Liam Huntington

I liked doing my presentation and listening 
to others. Prep R was good at making 
interesting presentations.

Brianne Lafleur

My favourite memory was making 
popcorn. Prep R and Prep T made it  
and it tasted yummy.

Timothy Jose

In Prep R we got to make ice-cream 
sundaes because I wrote about this.  
It was fun. We loved it.

Mia Armatas

This year in Prep I liked P.E because  
I didn’t know how to skip and now  
I have learnt.

Zachary Murphy

This year we had a Book Parade.  
We got to dress up as Dr. Seuss 
characters. I was the Cat in the Hat.

Theodore Pedley

In Term Three Prep R and Prep T went to 
the other campus to see a puppet show. 
We met a puppet and got to see how 
they made the puppet show work.

Ella Grech

My favourite day was going to the Book 
Fair because I got a fantastic book.

Lachlan Martin

My favourite memory in Prep was making 
Milo because I like Milo and Milo tastes 
like chocolate and chocolate is yum.  
It was fun making Milo and we had to  
put milk in it and it tasted so yummy.  
The colour was brown and black.

Laila Richards

An illustrator came to school to speak 
about pictures of Button Boy’s Grandma 
and a giraffe. Prep R had fun drawing 
Grandma.

Lily Mcleod

I like Library because we get to borrow 
books. I like chapter books because I can 
read the books. I love Library.

Alexandra Karagiannis

At school I liked making moons because 
I like moons. I also like Space and moons 
are in Space.

Alexander Monks

Prep R made shakers. The things inside 
were tiny pieces of rice. We used a bowl 
and textas.

Isabel Rigas

At school I liked Art Day. I liked painting.  
I liked making a crown.

Evelyn Nguyen

My favourite thing in Prep was planting 
bulbs. I liked planting things because it 
was fun watching them grow.

Sophie Bryant

I can remember making new friends  
like Lily and Sophie. They play with  
me a lot. They play with me every day.  
That is true.

Sophie Mills

This year we made pop rockets.  
I liked it because it popped and it went 
down. Miss Reid screamed. It flew up  
and down.

Benjamin Di Lisio

I liked Art because we have been making 
models out of clay. It was fun.

Edward Wright

Prep R does Japanese because if  
we go to China we will know what they 
are saying.

Hunter Braidie

Williamstown Prep R

Prep R
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Playtime was fun! I played Transformers  
and Marvel Heroes. I played with Aiden  
and Ethan.

Benjamin Gill

We made pebbles. We painted our 
pebbles. It was fun because they  
were smooth.

Vivian Tzavaras

We made puppets. We coloured in the 
puppets and then cut and pasted them  
onto a stick.

Anika Choubey

We have learnt to sing and play musical 
instruments in Music.

Persia Rigas

I liked our excursion to the Royal 
Botanical Gardens because we got to 
plant a daffodil. We saw lots of plants and 
it was so much fun.

Madison Luis-Geale

We had a ball of clay and we made 
pebbles. We smoothed the bumps on  
the pebbles with our thumbs. 

Mackenzie Braini

We went to the Royal Botanical Gardens. 
I liked walking around and seeing all the 
different types of plants. My group had 
Vivian and Persia in it. We had lots of fun. 

Athena Avci

I loved Music because we got to sing  
lots of songs and play musical 
instruments. 

Stella Pilkington

We watched a puppet show and it was 
really funny. The boy puppet was a little  
bit naughty. He put the car in his sisters  
doll house. 

Kieran Gallagher

We made puppets using a wooden 
spoon. It was a puppet of ‘The Ugly 
Duckling’. We used feathers and  
goggle eyes. They were fantastic.

Brydie Read

I loved being in Prep T with Mrs 
Turczyniak. She taught us lots of  
fun things. 

Chelsea Pivk

We made crowns and it was great fun.

William Bendle

In P.E we learnt how to skip. I skipped  
nine times. It was fun.

Harrison Grgic

We made popcorn. It tasted yummy.  
I ate my popcorn. 

Ethan Nikolovski

I loved being in Prep T. It was lots of fun 
learning with Mrs Turczyniak. 

Keera Beasley

I really enjoyed the puppet show  
because the actors were really funny. 

Aiden Mantzaris

We made popcorn. We made cones out 
of paper and then we ate it. I loved eating 
the popcorn. It was fun. 

Olivia Alexander

I made a fireman. We had to colour the 
fireman in and then we had to cut out the 
legs and hat. We glued them together.  
It was fun.

Jasmine Thompson

I liked P.E because it is fun. We played  
lots of fun games.

Lachlan Hatzopoulos

I loved playtime. I liked to play on the 
monkey bars or the slide with my friends. 

Erin Stojcevski

Williamstown Prep T

Prep T
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I really enjoyed the Year One Performing 
Arts Festival because I liked who I was in 
it. It was great being up on stage. 

Isaac Fulton-Grover

It was great fun to see all the amazing 
things in the class oral presentations. I 
liked doing one on electricity the best. 

Nathaniel Varsamakis

An excursion which I thought was 
amazing was the Collingwood Children’s 
Farm because we got to pat the animals. 
My favourite farm animal was the cow.

Kathleen Pitliangas

One of my favourite things at school  
this year was making an orca out of a 
guitar box and black bin bags. I did an 
oral presentation about it and my friends 
thought it was great! I always play with it. 

Rafael Moraes

In my class I was really good at working 
in the IT Lab. I loved playing Maths 
games, googling information or pictures 
and sending a letter to my pen pal at 
Westbourne. 

Oliver Rickman

A highlight for me this year was writing to 
my Westbourne pen pals, Ava and Poppy. 
I liked having pen pals because it meant I 
could write letters to them whenever I liked. 

Madeleine Bryant

Sausage sizzles were so much fun 
because the chocolate frogs at the end 
were always delicious! Sometimes my 
fizzy soda drink exploded! 

Ayesha Black

The best thing I have ever done at school 
was being Alice Springs in the Year One 
Performing Arts Festival. My voice had lots 
of expression. I was really good at doing 
this part. 

Emily Nascarella 

The Year One Camp was the best fun 
ever! We got to have fish and chips and  
I went in the tent with Nathaniel, Rafael 
and Piyara. 

Amani Elbelli

During Art Day I made a carp fish. I drew 
some scales on it and coloured them in. 
Then I filled the fish with woolly stuffing 
and sprayed it with water so the colours 
ran together. It looked great! 

William Wonson

My favourite excursion in the whole of 
Year One was going to the Melbourne 
Aquarium. The best part was when we 
went to the billabong because we saw 
loads of my favourite sea creatures. 

Joseph Bradwell.

In the IT Lab we always got to do fun  
things such as playing Maths and English 
games. I also liked doing pictures on the 
Paint program. 

Joan Silva 

The Melbourne Aquarium was fabulous 
because I saw new animals which I had 
never seen before. My favourite was the 
large yellow spotted fish! 

Elise Mitchell

I liked all the Maths games and I love sport.

Cameron Bailey

Our year was lots of fun! Everything  
was great!

Reilly Gunn

I liked reading with my teacher.

Alec Vass

Williamstown Year 1B

Year 1B
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