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From the Head of Junior School
Music Plays an Important Part in the Life of

Students at Westbourne
There are many opportunities for students to develop

their talents and an appreciation of music in the Junior
School. Apart from the specialist classes in Music from
Prep through to Year 6 (which include a string program
at the Year 3 level and a string and wind program at
Year 5), there are many choirs and ensembles in which
the students can participate, as well as their involvement
in the Performing Arts Festival later this term. Soirees
and school-based festivals also figure prominently
throughout the year.

Many students also learn an instrument and | was
interested to discover earlier this week that we have over
300 Junior School students learning an instrument
privately at school.

One of the highlights of the annual Music calendar takes
place next Thursday evening at Dallas Brooks Hall when
our Junior School Choir and Junior String Orchestra will
perform at the IPSHA (Junior School Heads’) Music
Festival to a large audience well in excess of a thousand
people. It promises to be a great experience for all the
students involved and it will be another step in their
development in this area of their learning.

Parents are reminded that the Senior School’'s Annual
Music Concert is taking place this evening in the School
Auditorium.

‘Masterchef’

Later in this newsletter, there is a report on some
budding ‘Masterchefs’ in Year 2. The whole ‘Masterchef
experience has been quite a phenomenon and | believe
that the final which took place last Sunday week was
one of the highest rating TV shows of all time. This
certainly highlights the current interest in cooking, which
has been reflected across the community in increased
sales of cookbooks, soaring purchases of kitchen
gadgets and unprecedented demand for kitchen
makeovers. However, this interest is not just confined to
adults. There is now a children’s version of ‘Masterchef
ready to hit our TV screens and from talking to our own
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Junior School students, | am aware that many have
been caught up in the current culinary craze.

From my perspective, this can only be a good thing, as
students come to have a greater appreciation of fresh
and healthy food, while at the same time being more
discerning about take-away meals and heavily
processed foods.

Food choices are really important and hopefully this
interest in food will translate into healthier options at
recess and lunch times. | know that there is currently a
review of all the food offered by the School Canteen, as
there is a desire on the part of the School to ensure that
nutritious and healthy options are being provided. Some
of our Junior School students will be given an
opportunity to participate in this review in the coming
weeks.

Principal’s Induction

Held last Tuesday morning in the School Auditorium and
attended by special guests, Council members, parents,
staff and a cross-section of the student body (Prep to
Year 12), the Induction Ceremony for our new Principal,
Ms Meg Hansen, was a warm and memorable occasion.
One of our Junior School Co-Captains, Kieren Azzopardi
did an excellent job in reading a statement of support on
behalf of the students. The Junior School Concert Choir
sang beautifully in performing a piece entitled, ‘Candle
on the Water' by Joel Hirschhorn and Al Kasha. | also
want to congratulate our various Junior School Captains
who so competently greeted the guests on their arrival
and escorted them to the Auditorium.

Student Achievement

Through her involvement in the Australian Girls’ Choir,
Alyssa Bradley (1B) has been part of the GenerationOne
Campaign to raise awareness of Indigenous
disadvantage. Alyssa and the other Choir members have
joined with well-known Australian artists to record a song
entitted, ‘Hands Across Australia’. We congratulate
Alyssa on her involvement in this very worthwhile
community project.

James Lewer (6C) and Darby Sexton (6W) have recently
returned from Japan where they were participants in an




The Junior School Concert Choir gave a lovely performance at the recent Induction
Ceremony for the new Principal, Ms Meg Hansen.

Australian representative baseball team. While the team
was outclassed by its opponents in this international
competition, both boys had an extremely Successful
tournament. James had the opportunity to play first
pitcher (including pitching through a whole innings which
is very unusual) and he was also selected as an opening
batter on several occasions. Darby demonstrated his
talent by playing as catcher, and in one particular game
he played a decisive role in snatching victory by catching
two behind, as well as a runner to home. Well done,
James and Darby!

Last week, Duncan Hale (3X) participated in a special
event at the Melbourne Cricket Ground, where
representative teams put on matches for the FIFA
delegation which was inspecting the facility for
Australia’s 2022 World Cup bid. In his match, Duncan
scored four goals, which was a great effort!

Staffing News

Yesterday, Mrs Snowden officially commenced her
maternity leave and we wish her well for the exciting
times ahead. Mrs Christine Weller, who has been
working alongside Mrs Snowden, takes over the role of
Junior School Library Technician from today.

Parking Request

People have been parking in the disabled car park near
the main Reception Office at the Truganina Campus.
Obviously, this spot needs to be reserved and cannot be
used as one of the normal parking spaces. Parents’ co-
operation in this regard would be greatly appreciated.

Williamstown Grammar School
Photograph

Parents are reminded that if they wish to purchase a
copy of the Williamstown Grammar campus photograph,
an order form needs to be picked up and returned to the
Junior School Office (Wiliamstown) by Monday, 16
August, which is the actual date of the photograph.

Visit by Senior School Prefects

Today, the Year 6 classes will host a visit by a number of
our Senior School Prefects, who will be acting in a
mentoring capacity. This visit is taking place as part of
the ongoing transition program into the Senior School.

Gabrielle Dwane (Prep T), Oliver Rickman (Prep R), Alana Rushworth (Prep Z) and

Oscar Keating (Prep A) assist our visiting

The Year 6 students have prepared a list of questions for
our visitors, so it should be a very informative session.
Mr Paul Barklamb, Head of the Junior School

August is Book Month!

August is an exciting time for our Libraries in the Junior
School at Westbourne Grammar.

We have many special events including visiting authors,
Book Fairs and of course the much anticipated Book
Character Parade. Last week, a colour brochure was
sent home with all the events and dates for your
information. | would like to invite parents to the following
special events: Book Fairs at Williamstown from August
2-6 and Truganina from August 30 - September 3; and
the Book Character Parade at Williamstown at 9:15 a.m.
on August 10 and at Truganina at 9:30 a.m. on August
11. Please join us during this fun and exciting time.

Ms Kerry Whelan, Head of Junior School Libraries

Inter-School Sport
The results from the last two rounds of the CIPSSA Inter
-School Sport Competition are listed below:

Westbourne Vs St Leonard’s College (23 July)
Football lost 25-32
Handball A won 4-2
Handball B won 1-20
Hockey A lost 0-3
Hockey B lost 0-2
Netball A won 20-10
Netball B won 13-11
Netball C drew 3-3
Soccer A won 3-2
Soccer B lost 0-1
Westbourne Vs Christ Church Grammar (30 July)
Football lost 16-38
Handball A won 18-3
Handball B lost 0-7
Hockey A lost 2-3
Hockey B lost 0-1
Netball A won 15-10
Netball B won 14-7
Soccer A won 8-0
Soccer B won 6-0

Debating

The second round of the Debating Competition was held
last week. Both Westbourne teams had spent many
hours researching and writing arguments about the topic

puppe



Stone (Prep A) and Madeline Liprino (6W) help out with the National Tree Planting
Day activity at Westbourne.

hours researching and writing arguments about the topic
‘Migration’. After travelling to Geelong for our first away
debate, Team A and B were arguing ‘that the migration
rate should not be greatly reduced’. The adjudicators
commented on the students’ convincing arguments and
how confidently they spoke. Both teams scored highly
on their rebuttals. It was very pleasing to hear the
adjudicator announce that both Westbourne teams had
won.

For our next debate, students will be given the topic half
an hour beforehand and they will need to write their
arguments on their own in a ‘lockdown’ scenario. The
debate will be held on Thursday, 12 August in the Junior
School Library at 4:00 p.m.

Mr Mario Chrisanthou, Debating Co-ordinator

Assemblies
Last week’'s Truganina Campus Lower Primary

Assembly held in the Holy Trinity Junior School Hall was
hosted by Sophia Liacopoulos (3R) and Evan Houghton
(3R). Two students entertained the audience with piano
solos. Jacqueline Cassetta (3R) performed ‘Ode to Joy’
composed by Ludwig Van Beethoven and Carly Gauci
(3R) played ‘Lightly Row’.

Ms Pamela Wooding, Lower Primary Co-ordinator,
Truganina

The Upper Primary Assembly opened with Felicity
Nguyen (4G) peforming a violin solo entitled 'Matilda
Learns to Waltz', a traditional piece arranged by Loretta
Finn. Laura Agosta (6C) followed by performing a piano
solo entitled 'Polonaise' composed by Mozart. Our
Sports Captains announced the results from the recent
round of inter-school sport matches. Samyuktha
Rajagopalan (6W) presented certificates arising from the
last inter-school debate to members of the Debating
Team. Finally, Matthew EI-Khoury (6W) and Chelsea
Tassone (6W) spoke about the National School Tree
Planting Day.

Mr Mario Chrisanthou, Upper Primary Co-ordinator

On Monday 26th July, Noah Straughan (3J) and Mariam
Hamad (3W) hosted the first Williamstown Assembly for
Term 3. Alexa Chua San Andres (2M) and Liam Francis
(2C) led everyone in prayer about how important it is to
respect one another. Two students then entertained the
audience with piano solos. Luke Armatas (2C)

Year 2 Williamstown students, Sophie Meath, Stephanie Murdoch and Michael Caleo
enjoy a very healthy snack of fruit kebabs as part of their investigation into the
Healthy Eating Pyramid.

performed ‘Aeroplanes’ and Elisha Walker (2M)
performed ‘Ode to Joy'.

Mrs Annette Murdoch, Lower Primary Co-ordinator,
Williamstown

Around the School

Prep Puppet Show
On Thursday, 29 July, the Preps from the Williamstown

Campus joined their Prep friends at the Truganina
Campus for a puppet show. The children thoroughly
enjoyed watching ‘A Wizard’s Tale’ and they were
entertained by many characters such as Jason the bad
boy, Nelly the horse and Poopy Doo the wicked witch!
The children also got an insight into how a puppet show
is put together. We are now looking forward to making
our own puppets and planning our very own puppet
shows!

Ms Jane Reid, Prep Teacher, Williamstown.

Tree Planting
On Friday, 30 July, students from Year Six and the Prep

classes at the Truganina Campus took part in an event
celebrating National Tree Planting Day. Preparations
were made by Mr Poynton and his team. He then
demonstrated how to plant trees. The Year Six students
and their Prep ‘Buddies’ worked co-operatively to
position their trees correctly, fill the hole with fresh soil
and secure a windbreak. They finished this very
worthwhile activity by watering the trees and scraping
copious amounts of mud off their boots! Special thanks
go to Mr Poynton for a great learning experience and we
look forward to watching the trees grow over the coming
years.

Mrs Corinne Zammit, Prep Teacher, Truganina

Healthy Eating in Year 2

In Year 2, we have many aspiring ‘Masterchefs.” Over
the past few weeks, the children have made many
exciting creations related to the Healthy Eating Pyramid.
One of the highlights thus far has been making ‘Fruit
Kebabs’. The children had a wide range of fresh fruits
from which to choose and they excitedly placed them on
a skewer. The whole process was very enjoyable for all
the children and they are now looking forward to making
many more interesting snacks throughout the term.

Mr Brenton Menzies, Year 2 Teacher, Williamstown
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