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From the Head of Junior School
Westbourne Celebrates Book Week

Students, staff and parents celebrated Book Week in
fine style last week with colourful and entertaining Book
Character Parades at both campuses. With classes
taking on specific themes, there was a diverse range of
well-known and much loved characters on display. The
students took ownership of the Parades by introducing
the characters to the audience and as always the
teachers took part in the proceedings with great
enthusiasm.

This annual event is a celebration of reading books and
it is complimented by a range of author/illustrator visits
and Book Fairs. | take this opportunity to thank in
particular Ms Whelan (Head of Junior School Library
Services) and the other Junior School Library staff, Mrs
Weller, Mrs Brophy and Mrs Jakanovska for all the time
and effort they have put into ensuring the success of this
year's Book Week activities.

IPSHA Music Festival

Another major event last week involved the Junior
School’s participation in the 18th Biennial IPSHA (Junior
School Heads) Music Festival. Performing in front of
several thousand people last Thursday evening, | could
not have been more proud of our students both in terms
of the standard of their items and their exemplary
behaviour. Indeed, Westbourne was the first school to
take the stage and as such our students had to wait
nearly ten minutes while introductions were made and
the National Anthem was sung. They were in full view of
the audience throughout this time, yet no-one moved a
muscle! The first item saw the Junior String Orchestra
perform 'Dragon Hunter’ by R. Meyer. This was followed
by the Junior School Choir performing ‘Take These
Wings’ by S. Kuperschmid and D. Besig. In both cases,
the Music staff and | felt that the students had saved
their best performance for the Festival. The students
deserve great credit for their efforts and it was terrific to
see them taking so much pride in representing their
School in front of such a large audience. There is no
doubt too that they thoroughly enjoyed the experience of
participating with students from all the other schools in
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the massed choir item at the conclusion of the evening’s
program. Seeing nearly 700 students on stage singing
‘Why We Sing’ by Greg Gilpin proved to be a fitting finale
to a wonderful festival of music.

| congratulate all the students on what they achieved
and wish to acknowledge our Junior School Co-
Captains, Samyuktha Rajagopalan and Kieren
Azzopardi, who introduced our items with poise, and
Christopher Rothwell (4R) who contributed a beautiful
solo at the beginning of the Choir's performance. | also
wish to thank the Music staff for all their hard work in
preparing the students for this Festival. This includes
Ms Rasen who conducts the Junior School Choir and Mr
Smith who is the accompanist, along with Mr Migdal who
conducts the Junior School String Orchestra. Well done
to all involved on a superb effort!

Wyndham Spelling Bee

Over the past couple of weeks, the Junior School has
been running a competition to select our representatives
for the Wyndham Spelling Bee which will be held at the
Wyndham Cultural Centre next Tuesday evening. This
has involved a qualifying round as well as a Grand Final
at the Year 3/4 and 5/6 levels.

The standard of spelling has been extremely high and
the students who made it through to the respective
Grand Finals can be justifiably proud of their efforts. The
participants at the Year 3/4 level included Taeyeong Kim
(4H), Doyeong Kim (4G), Christopher Silva (4R), Felicity
Nguyen (4G), Abraham Naim (4H), Sam Doyle (4G),
Alyssa Kades (3X), Carol Meng (3X), Isabella Ross (4R)
and Joshua Oamil(4G). The participants at the Year 5/6
level included Jayla McLennan (5W), Shihab Deen
Mohamed (5W), Dalia Yousif (6G), Connor Dunn (6W),
Shayden Chrisostom (6C), Daniel Hatzopoulos (5W),
Jack McCall (5W), Emmanuel Boahene (6C), Henry
Hulstrom (6C) and Klara Rawdanowicz (5D).

Following the two very keenly contested finals, the
winners were Taeyeong Kim (Year 3/4) and Jayla
McLennan (Year 5/6). We congratulate these students
and wish them well for their participation in the
Wyndham Spelling Bee next week.




Seeing the massed cho
Festival was an impressive sight!.
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Student Achievement

Two of our students have performed extremely well in an
external spelling competition known as ‘Spellmasters’.
Last weekend, Alyssa Kades (3X) achieved 3™ place in
the Junior Division and now proceeds to the Grand Final
to be held later in the year, and Isabella Yoseski (3X)
finished 4™ in the same competition. Both girls are to be
congratulated on their fine achievement.

Kampuchea House Auction Night
Members of the School community are advised that the

Prefects are holding a special Auction Night on
Saturday, 4 September, commencing at 7:00 p.m. in the
James Mitchell Centre. The Junior School Concert
Choir has been invited to perform on this evening, which
will involve a Silent Auction before the main event at
7:30 p.m. | encourage people to get along and support
this very worthwhile initiative. There promises to be a
number of great buys on offer, with all proceeds going to
the School's major charity, the Kampuchea House
Orphanage in Siem Reap, Cambodia.

‘Lock Down’ Dirill
On Monday, the whole school went into ‘Lock Down’

mode as a practice should a scenario of this type be
faced at any time in the future. | was most impressed by
the calm, efficient and responsible manner in which the
students responded to this drill.

Casual Clothes/Footy Day — Thursday, 2

September
This year's Footy Day will take place on Thursday, 2

September. The day will kick off with a Father's Day
Breakfast at both Junior School campuses (NB. Tickets
for these events have already been sold) and there will
be a number of other activities including the Auxiliary
putting on a special Footy Day Sausage Sizzle.

Parents are reminded that this is also a Casual Clothes
Day. This year the proceeds of the gold coin donations
for Casual Clothes Day will be split between Kampuchea
House and the Fred Hollows Foundation. The latter
appeal is being undertaken by IPSHA schools around
the country and directly supports the wonderful work
undertaken by the late Professor Fred Hollows, whose
inspired vision was for a world where no-one is
needlessly blind.
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highlighted by this shot of students in 4R.

THRASS Evening

Another very successful THRASS parent information
evening was held in the Holy Trinity Junior School Hall
last night. A number of people braved the wintry
conditions and came along to hear THRASS expert,
Michelle Hutchison, provide an overview of this highly
regarded spelling tool that the School has embraced this
year. Parents had the chance to ask questions and to
clarify their understanding of key elements of the
THRASS program. Another more advanced THRASS
session for parents is planned for next term. Details will
be provided via a letter as soon as all the arrangements
have been confirmed.

Open Day

Tomorrow, the School will host an Open Day. A number
of Junior School students have kindly volunteered their
time to come in and act as Tour Guides. We are
expecting a significant number of visitors to come
through the School.

Bands and Choral Combined Festival
Parents are reminded that the Williamstown Choir,

Junior School Choir, Junior Concert Choir and Junior
Band will all be performing at next Thursday’s Bands
and Choral Combined Festival. The concert will
commence at 7:30 p.m. in the School Auditorium and will
showcase the development of music throughout the
School in these two areas. Further details regarding this
event were sent home to parents late last week.

Mr Paul Barklamb, Head of Junior School

Inter-School Sport

In the most recent round of the CIPSSA Inter-School
Sport Competition, Westbourne hosted St Michael's
Grammar School. The results were as follows:
Football lost 48-7

Handball A won 11-4  Handball B won 3-2

Hockey A won 1-0 Hockey B won 2-0

Netball A won 19-17  Netball B lost 13-16

Soccer A won 6-1 Soccer B won 11-1

Outdoor Education

Well, our wishes came true. Snow had fallen at Lake
Mountain, the destination for the second Year 6 Outdoor
Education activity for 2010.
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Year 6 students take time out for a photo during their Outdoor Education trip to the
snow last weekend.

Early, last Saturday morning, 40 students and 6 staff
headed off to Lake Mountain. The trip was long but
worth it, especially when we saw the snow on the
mountains as we wound our way through the Black Spur
towards our destination. A chilly wind welcomed the
group as we stepped off the bus to start our walk and
annual snow ball challenge. Lots of snowballs were
thrown, some hitting their targets with pin point accuracy!
The afternoon was dedicated to the toboggan runs.
Much fun and laughter resulted as toboggans sped past,
overturned and, in some cases, lost their passengers.
Before we knew it, it was time to return home. We
arrived back at Westbourne around 6.00 p.m., having
had a short stopover in Healesville for some delicious
hot chips.

Mrs Jill Green, Outdoor Education Co-ordinator

Inter-School Debating

The third round of the Debating Competition was held
last week in the Junior School Library. At this stage of
the competition, students are given half an hour in
‘lockdown’ mode to independently write their speech and
prepare for the debate. The students were nervous but
determined to work together to write convincing and
persuasive arguments. The topic was ‘that there is too
much violence in entertainment. Both teams spoke
clearly with some very strong arguments and rebuttals.
It was pleasing to see that the hard work throughout the
year (including lunchtime debating sessions) is paying
off. Our first team won convincingly and remains
undefeated, whilst our second team lost by just a couple
of points. Congratulations to Vinh Hong who won the
‘best speaker’ award. Our next debate will be at an away
venue on Thursday, 26 August.

Mr Mario Chrisanthou, Debating Co-ordinator

Assemblies

At Williamstown last week, Cassandra White (3J) and
Ronan O’Connor (3W) were responsible for hosting our
Assembly. Michael Parks (2C) and Stephanie Murdoch
(2M) led everyone in prayer about how we can become
more resilient. Sophie Meath (2C) performed ‘Play
Party’ on the piano and George Pitliangas (2C)
performed ‘Positions in C'.

The recent visit by Senior School Prefects to Year 6 classrooms gave students an
insight into what to expect next year in Year 7.

At Monday’s P-6 Assembly at the Truganina Campus,
the Junior School Choir gave a reprise of their
performance at the IPSHA Music Festival singing ‘Take
These Wings’ by S. Kuperschmid and D. Besig. Kieren
Azzopardi gave a report on the latest round of the Inter-
School Debating Competition and the Sports Captains
reported on the CIPSSA results from last Friday. The
students enjoyed an audio-visual presentation put
together by Ms Woodall on last week’s Book Character
Parade, along with a presentation put together by Mr
Chrisanthou on last weekend’s snow trip. Mr Barklamb
congratulated all the students who had participated in
the Westbourne Spelling Bee and announced the
School’s representatives for the Wyndham Spelling Bee
(see above).

Prefects Visit the Year 6 Classes
On Friday, 6 August, the Year 12 School Co-Captains
and Prefects came to the Year 6 classrooms to speak
about the Senior School. This was to be the first step in
our transition to secondary school. There were many
good questions posed by students from my class. | had
a question about homework and what the load was like.
They said that you needed to be organised and that
there wasn’t too much, so | was happy to hear that.
They told us that we don’t have to do Japanese and that
we could choose to do German instead. We got very
excited about the Year 7 Camp because they said it was
one of the best camps throughout their schooling. It was
also good to see that the Prefects were very
approachable and had experienced the same transition
challenges six years ago. Now, I'm really excited about
next year and | can’t wait to be part of the Senior School.
Abigail Gibson, Class Member, 6C

String Soiree

We congratulate the following students who performed in
the String Soiree last Monday week: Taeyeong Kim,
Andrew Kong, Charlotte Gorham Mackie, Jasmine
Lagamba, Justin Cheung, Joshua Oamil, Constance
Yeo, Matthew Teasdale, Breeanna Lam, Sebastian Yeo,
Doyeong Kim, Natasha Hidalgo-Cabras, Laura Turnbull,
Felicity Nguyen, and Klara Rawdanowicz.




