
From the Head of Junior  School  
 

Rising to the Occasion  

To use some of Eddie Macguireôs vernacular, ñWhat a 

week it has been at Westbourne!ò  Going into full óLock 

Downô mode was not something any of us expected last 

Tuesday morning but the students and staff responded 

to this situation magnificently.  Staying very calm and 

composed, classes throughout the School sought secure 

locations within the Junior School buildings, which were 

then locked down for well over an hour.  This procedure 

had been requested by the police, who had been 

threatened by an offender in a nearby street.   

 

Without doubt, the practice drill that we had undertaken 

a week earlier helped enormously. Nevertheless, on 

Tuesday, everyone needed to deal with a situation that 

was not a practice and I could not have been more 

proud of the way in which staff and students conducted 

themselves. 

 

Performing Arts Festival - Musical Rehearsal  
On Wednesday evening, I was equally impressed with 

the way in which the special rehearsal for this yearôs 

Junior School Musical unfolded.  Staff and students 

worked with great enthusiasm and purpose on tasks 

ranging from rehearsing scenes to attending to lighting, 

sound, set construction and costume design.  Indeed, 

the Junior School was a hive of activity with the only 

break coming when everyone stopped for a bite to eat.  

With such positive energy and vibes exhibited 

throughout this rehearsal, I have no doubt that the 

Musical in several weeksô time will be a wonderful 

success. 

 
Wyndham Spelling Bee  
Last week, nearly eighty students were put through an 

extremely challenging spelling test to determine 

Westbourneôs final contenders for the upcoming 

Wyndham Spelling Bee.  Following the elimination 

round, eight students remained at the Year 3/4 level 

(including Sam Doyle, Doyeong Kim, Taeyeong Kim, 

Jayla McLennan, Shihab Mohamed, Felicity Nguyen, 

Christopher Silva and Ryan Straughan); and five 

students (including Rowan Bryce, Michelle Fleming, 

Sarah Newman, Vanessa Sanchez-Cosic and Liam 

Straughan) remained at the Year 5/6 level.  The 

Westbourne final held last Thursday lunchtime was 

extremely close across both year levels and I 

congratulate all the participants named above on a 

fantastic effort.  In the end, Michelle Fleming and Jayla 

McLennan won the right to represent Westbourne at 

their respective levels at next weekôs  Wyndham Spelling 

Bee. 

 

I take this opportunity to thank Ms Wooding for assisting 

me in running the competition to determine our 

representatives for the Wyndham Spelling Bee.  I also 

have some tickets for this event should families wish to 

attend and support our students.  Please phone Mrs 

Matthews on 9731 9452 if you would like to attend.  The 

venue for the Wyndham Spelling Bee, commencing at 

7:00 p.m. next Tuesday, 25 August, is the Wyndham 

Cultural Centre in Watton Street, Werribee.  Please note 

that tickets will be handed out by Mrs Matthews on a first 

come, first served basis. 

We wish Michelle and Jayla well for next Tuesday 

evening. 

 

One final comment I would like to make about the 

process of determining our representatives for this event 

is that I was greatly impressed by the sportsmanship 

demonstrated by all the contenders.  After the winner 

was announced in each section, despite any 

disappointment they may have had in missing out on 

selection, the other students immediately and 

spontaneously congratulated the winning students.  For 

me, this spoke volumes for the values that staff (and 

parents) are working so hard to instil in all the students. 

 

Open Day  

Last Saturday week, we had our largest attendance ever 

at an Open Day.  Indeed, the Junior School was 

inundated with visitors, so it was wonderful to have the 

assistance of a number of Junior School students acting 

as tour guides.  We received lots of very complimentary 

feedback about the job they did and one family actually 

went to the extent of writing to Mr Ryan, praising the 
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efforts of the children who took them on a tour.  I am 

most grateful to the following students for giving up part 

of their weekend to help out in this way: Phillip Audley, 

Tamsin Cantwell, Adriana DôAmore, Rachel Ellis, Steven 

Glencorse, Kelsey Hale, Zeke Harwood, Yvette Koso, 

Michaela Markovski, Emily Matejin, Oriana Mato, Rabiah 

Nuredini, William Nuttall, Abbey Snell and Lana Wyatt. 

 

I also want to thank  the parents who made it possible 

for these students to get to and from school for the Open 

Day. 

 

Absence from School  

In the most recent Senior School newsletter, the 

Principal outlined at some length the reason why parents 

need to avoid their child being absent from school during 

term time.  I understand that there are occasions when 

parentsô particular work commitments make this 

requirement difficult, but it is obviously in every childôs 

interest not to miss school.  In seeking parentsô support 

in this regard, I am re-printing the term dates for next 

year at the end of this newsletter  

 

Traffic Alert  

The School has been informed by the builders who are 

reconstructing the Holy Trinity Hall at Westbourne that 

large cranes and heavy machinery may necessitate 

having to block off Williamstown Drive (otherwise 

referred to as the óRing Roadô) on rare occasions 

between 9:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. over the next few 

weeks.  This means that if parents enter the School 

grounds during these times and they find that the left 

turn from the main entrance is blocked, they will need to 

turn right and park in front of the lake.  We apologise for 

any inconvenience this may cause parents, however, 

this step is being taken for safety reasons. 

 

Student Achievement  

James Lewer (5D) has just returned from the United 

States where he was involved in a major junior baseball 

competition.  James was selected in the team to tour 

overseas as a result of his outstanding performances in 

the recent Victorian State Championships.  

 

James and the other team members were billeted with 

American families and played as the Australian 

Kangaroos against several US All Star Little League 

Teams, which draw their players from a pool of over 

500,000 children.  It was a fantastic experience for 

James to play in such a high standard of competition 

and when he was not involved in the baseball matches, 

he thoroughly enjoyed doing some sightseeing, which 

included iconic destinations such as Alcatraz and the 

Golden Gate Bridge. 

We congratulate James on his achievements throughout 

this international baseball tour.  

 

Child Care Centre Parking Request  

Parents are requested not to park in the Westbourne 

Child Care Centre óDrop Offô Zone (located directly in 

front of the entrance) unless they are specifically in the 

process of dropping off or collecting their child from the 

Centre.  This particular parking area is strictly a five 

minute zone and your support in adhering to this 

requirement would be greatly appreciated.  
 

Visit by Middle Year Students  

Starting from last Monday, nine Middle Years 

Programme (MYP) students will spend four consecutive 

Mondays viewing the Junior School from a community 

perspective.  Most of these visitors are former Junior 

School students and it is a pleasure to welcome them 

back from over the road. 

 

Next Friday, a number of Year 11 students will visit 

some of the Lower Primary classes to read to students 

and to help celebrate Book Week. It is really good to 

have this very positive interaction between different parts 

of the School. 

 

School Canteen Menu  

The School Canteen Committee has asked me to remind 

Junior School families that chicken nuggets are no 

longer available at the Canteen.  Also, chicken strips can 

now only be purchased in a salad roll.  These decisions 

have obviously been made as part of a process to 

continually improve the type and quality of food on offer. 

 

Book Week Activities  

There are a number of exciting activities being held to 

celebrate Book Week and these will culminate next week 

in a Book Character Parade at both Junior School 

campuses.  Parents are most welcome to come along 

and join in the festivities.  Williamstownôs Book 
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James Lewer shows his batting style while on tour in the United States with an 

Australian representative baseball team. 

There was considerable excitement as foundations for the Holy Trinity Hall 
were laid this week.  



and join in the festivities.  Williamstownôs Book 

Character Parade will be held on Tuesday (25/8) on the 

steps of the main building from 9:15ð11:00 a.m., 

whereas the Truganina Campus will hold its Parade the 

following day (26/8) in the School Auditorium from 

9:30ð11:00 a.m. 

 

Mr Paul Barklamb, Head of Junior School  

 

MUSIC PERFORMANCES 
Choral Festival  

It was with great excitement and anticipation on Tuesday 

evening that members of the Williamstown Choir, the 

Junior School Choir and the Junior Concert Choir arrived 

to perform at the Choral Festival to a full house in the 

School Auditorium.   

 

Conducted by Mrs Kath Vinson and accompanied by Mr 

Jason Smith, the Junior School Choir performed two 

pieces. The first entitled, óColours of the Windô, featured 

soloists Tamsin Cantwell (Junior Music Captain) and 

Adriana DôAmore (Junior Choir Captain).  The second 

piece was óI Lost My Homeworkô.   

 

The Williamstown Choir followed with two pieces 

entitled, óIôd Like to Teach the World to Singô and óAnimal 

Crackersô.  This Choir was conducted by Mr Cameron 

Elston and accompanied by Mrs Jennifer Lund. 

Mrs Vinson and Mr Smith then led the Junior Concert 

Choir, which performed óThe Second Star to the Rightô 

and óChitty Chitty Bang Bangô.   

 

Not only did the Junior School Choirs perform admirably 

but it was also a valuable opportunity for the Junior 

School students to experience the variety of items 

presented by the Senior School choristers and to be 

motivated to aspire to these standards of performance. 

 

We thank Mrs Sharon OôBrien, Head of Choral Studies, 

for her excellent effort in organising this event. 

 

Mrs Dianne Robinson, Head of Junior School Music  

 

Vocal Soirees  

Vocal Soirees were held last Tuesday night, 18 August, 

at 6.30pm.  The Junior School vocal students of Ms  

Belinda Rasen and Ms Christine Hore were thoroughly 

prepared to present their first solo performance for the 

year to an eager audience of parents and friends.  Their 

confidence and stage presence were to be commended 

and the soirees were enjoyed by all.   

We congratulate the following students on their excellent 

participation: Tiana Barrese (óLetôs Go Fly A Kiteô), 

Claude Whittaker (óWhistle a Happy Tuneô), Cecilia 

Lueddeke (óZip-a-dee-doo-dahô), Samantha Rajagopalan 

(óCandle on the Waterô), Emily McIver, Madeline Hendy 

and Kirah McGrath (óFeed the Birdsô), Tamsin Cantwell 

and Adriana DôAmore (óAny Dream Will Doô), Vanessa 

Sanchez-Cosic (óThe Candy Manô), Nicholas Tsaloukis 

(Iôm Yoursô), Imana Bise (óBreakawayô), Alicia Martinez 

(óRainbow Connectionô) and Kiarra Martinez (ôPart of 

Your Worldô). 

 

Mrs Sharon OôBrien (Acting Head of Music) 

 

String Soiree  

A String Soiree was held on Monday, 10 August in the 

Music Open Area. Nine students from the Junior School 

and a number of students from the Senior School 

performed works that they had prepared for their AMEB 

examinations.  

 

The Junior School participants played pieces from a 

wide range of the violin repertoire.  The performers 

included Grace Ashton, Taeyong Kim, Matthew 

Teasdale, Liam Straughan, Emily Matejin, Lana Wyatt, 

Katie Long, Klara Rawdanowicz and Claire Okumura.   

 

All the students introduced themselves and their pieces 

and each performance was greeted with warm applause. 

Our very able piano accompanist was Mr Jason Smith, 

Head of Keyboard Studies at Westbourne. There was a 

very high standard of playing which is a reflection of the 

many hours of individual preparation undertaken by each 

student.  

There were over 50 people who attended the soiree and 

afterwards, many of the parents took the opportunity to 

speak to the five string teachers who teach all the 

students.   

Our thanks go to Ms Anne Hickey (Head of Strings) who 

organised this event. 

 

Mr Joel Migdal, Strings Teacher  
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