
From the Head of Junior School  
 
A Great Deal to Celebrate!  
Since the last Junior School newsletter, there has been 

a great deal to celebrate over the past couple of weeks 

with some very exciting news coming to hand and a 

range of student achievements of which we can all be 

proud.  Indeed, Junior School students have been 

shining in many areas and this reflects really well not 

only on their endeavours, but also on the teachers who 

have been leading the various activities. 

 

Funding Approval for New Hall at Williamstown  

As you will read in the Principalôs column in this weekôs 

Senior School Horizons, the School has received official 

notification that $2,000,000 worth of funding has been 

approved to construct a multi-purpose hall at the rear of 

the Williamstown Campus.  This funding comes as a 

result of the Federal Governmentôs Building the  

Education Revolution (BER) initiative. 

 

\This facility will be a wonderful addition to the 

infrastructure at the Williamstown Campus.  An 

enormous amount of time and energy has gone into the 

planning of this building.  Having worked very closely 

with the architects over a number of months, both Ms 

Lentini and I are very excited about the difference this 

building will make to staff and students at that campus. 

 

The building will incorporate some unique design 

elements, including a large underground water-filled 

bladder that will help to naturally regulate the inside 

temperature of the hall, which will be used for 

Assemblies, indoor PE classes, Outside School Hours 

Care, etc.  There will also be a new kitchen and a multi-

purpose foyer that can be used for a range of learning 

experiences.  Upstairs on a mezzanine level, there will 

be a new Staff Room. 

 

Clearly, a flow on benefit is that the new facility will help 

to free up other areas within the School.  The current 

Staff Room will be turned into an Information Technology 

Laboratory, the current staff toilets will become a Sick 

Bay, Music classes will move into The Studio, the 

current kitchen will become a much needed storage area 

and the current Multi-purpose Room at the front of the 

campus will become a more serviceable Art Room. 

 

Together with the re-development of the rear staircase to 

the Year 2 classrooms over the coming holiday period, 

there are many exciting developments to look forward to 

at the Williamstown Campus in the months ahead! 

 

Future Problem Solving (FPS) Program National 

Finals  

On Monday, we received the very exciting news that one 

of our Junior School FPS teams has won a place in the 

National Finals of this prestigious competition.  In the 13 

team field from around the country, it is only one of two 

Victorian teams to do so.  The team comprising Michelle 

Fleming, Emily Matejin, Daina Tadic and Jordan Truong 

performed extremely well in the recent Qualifying Final 

to achieve this place in the National Finals.  Rachel 

Hudson-Jones and Aaron Lam will join these students to 

contest the Finals in Queensland later next month and 

we wish them every success.   

 

Indeed, we nearly had two teams going through to the 

Nationals with a team comprising Rachel, Aaron, Kirah 

McGrath and Vanessa Sanchez-Cosic just missing out 

on a place in the Finals by the narrowest of margins.  As 

their coach, I am really proud of the efforts of all this 

yearôs FPS Squad, including a third team comprising 

Henry Hulstrom, James Lewer, Sarah Newman, Claire 

Okumura and Adam Stevens. 

 

Wyndham Spelling Bee  

Last Tuesday week, Ms Wooding and I had the privilege 

of seeing two of our Junior School students represent 

Westbourne with distinction at the Wyndham Spelling 

Bee.  Held in front of a large audience at the Wyndham 

Cultural Centre in Werribee, Michelle Fleming performed 

creditably in the Senior Division comprising Year 5/6 

students from 13 primary schools across the Wyndham 

area.  Jayla McLennan also did a wonderful job in the 

Junior Division and was rewarded for her efforts by 

coming óRunner-Upô in this section for the entire 

Wyndham area. The spelling words used for both 
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divisions were extremely challenging and the standard 

was exceptionally high.  We congratulate both Jayla and 

Michelle on doing so well in this competition.  I would 

also like to acknowledge two Junior School students, 

Mona Jawad and Michelle Thorpe who came along on 

the evening to support their respective classmate s. 

 

District Athletics Carnival  

Following this weekôs SYDSA Athletics Carnival, the 67 

Junior School representatives can be justifiably proud of 

their efforts.  For the first time ever, Westbourne won the 

CIPSSA trophy for the best performed school.  Later in 

this newsletter, Mrs Jamieson provides a report on this 

notable achievement.  Without doubt, Westbourne 

claiming this yearôs trophy is recognition of all the extra 

training that students have put into various disciplines 

over the past couple of terms.  Students have trained 

regularly at lunchtimes and they have worked really hard 

to improve their best times/performances.  I congratulate 

them on all their hard work and persistence and I am 

most appreciative of the Junior School staff members 

who have voluntarily given of their time to train the 

students.  I also wish to acknowledge the efforts of the 

Head of PE/Sport, Mrs Jamieson, whose enthusiasm 

and motivation have inspired the team to perform so 

well. 

 

Inter -School Debating  

A report by Mrs Rice later in this newsletter highlights 

the great job this yearôs Debating Team has done in the 

Inter-School Competition.  Both of our Junior School 

teams can be very proud of their efforts and we are 

delighted that the Zone Two Team, comprising Jayden 

Defina, Michelle Fleming, Zeke Harwood and Emily 

Matejin, has made it through to the semi-final of this 

competition, which will take place today in Geelong.   

 

All the Inter-School Debating team members and their 

coaches, Mrs Rice and Mr Chrisanthou, have put a great 

deal of time and effort into developing the repertoire of 

skills needed to achieve such a high standard of 

performance.  We congratulate them on their 

achievements. 

 

Inter -School Snow Sports  

Just to underscore Westbourne students talents and 

versatility, some commendable performances were put 

in by Junior School children in the recent Inter-School 

Snow Sports Competition.  I thank one of our parents, 

Mr Greg Bottoms, for his efforts in getting an inaugural 

Junior School team off the ground.  I am sure this is an 

area that will develop further in the years ahead.  A 

report on this competition is provided by Mr Bottoms 

later in this newsletter. 

 

Book Week  

I said there has been much to celebrate over the past 

couple of weeks and this was certainly the case with 

Book Week and the associated Book Character Parades 

held at both Junior School campuses.  These events 

were a great deal of fun and it was terrific to have so 

many parents come along to join in the festivities. 

 

The Parade at Williamstown saw all the students coming 

along as their favourite book characters and the 

teachers dressed up as characters from óSnow White 

and the Seven Dwarvesô.  At Westbourne, the Parade 

was equally impressive with classes selecting a theme 

and much creativity being shown in the choice of 

costumes worn by staff and students.  A highlight of the 

latter Parade involved students from each class giving 

an oral presentation on the theme selected. 

 

Both of these major events, as well as all the recent 

author visits and Book Fairs, would not have been 

possible without all the hard work put into organising 

them by Ms Whelan, Mrs Snowdon and Ms Lentini.  In 

their respective Library roles, they have worked tirelessly 

to plan, prepare and implement the range of Book Week 

activities this term and I am very grateful to them for 

providing these opportunities for the students. 

 

Fatherôs Day Breakfast 

Celebrations continued yesterday with a large number of 

Dads joining their children for the Annual Fatherôs Day 

Breakfast at both Junior School campuses.   

 

A highlight of the Williamstown Breakfast which was held 

outdoors was a performance by the Year 3 Choir led by 

Mr Elston.  We also thank parents, Michelle and Paul 

Brook, who assisted with some of the catering. 

 

At the Truganina Campus, the Auditorium was filled to 

capacity as fathers and children enjoyed a sit down 
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Westbourne contestants, Michelle Fleming and Jayla McLennan are photographed 

with Cr John Menegazzo and Cr Marie Brittan at the conclusion of the Wyndham 

Spelling Bee. 

Year 4S students (L-R), Emma Glasbrenner, Claude Whittaker, Klara Rawdanowicz, 

Maddison Blomberg (back row); Albert Tu, Jonathan Nguyen and Shihab Mohamed 

in their very colourful Book Character Parade costumes. 



champion and three times Brownlow Medallist, Bobby 

Skilton, who thoroughly entertained a very appreciative 

audience.  Not only was he inspirational as a player, but 

his address had everyone hanging off every word.  The 

Breakfast concluded with Year 6 student, Emily Matejin 

thanking Bobby Skilton for making our Fatherôs day 

breakfast such a special and memorable one. 

 

I take this opportunity to thank IGA Laverton, in Aviation 

Road, Laverton for the sponsorship contribution to the 

Truganina Breakfast.   We have enjoyed their support for 

a number of years now and I encourage those in the 

surrounding area to support this local business. 

 

I also wish to thank one of our parents, Gavin Scholes, 

for making it possible to have Bobby Skilton speak at our 

Fatherôs Day Breakfast.  This was achieved through the 

sponsorship of his business, which is 1300 Australlia. 

 

Finally, I wish to thank all the staff who assisted in 

preparing for this yearôs Fatherôs Day Breakfast.  In 

particular, Ms Lentini coordinated things at the 

Williamstown Campus and Mrs Green was responsible 

for coordinating the whole event at the Truganina 

Campus.  Indeed, it was Mrs Greenôs initiative a number 

of years ago that led to this event having such a special 

place on the Junior School calendar.  

 

We wish all the Dads a very happy Fatherôs Day for this 

Sunday!  

 

Performing Arts Festival  

And yes, there is another great celebration still to come!  

Next week will see the Performing Arts Festival running 

over three consecutive nights, commencing Tuesday.  

The Festival will be the culmination of many weeksô hard 

work on the part of class teachers and their students, as 

well as the cast and crew of this yearôs Upper Primary 

Musical, ó A Kidsummer Nightôs Dreamô directed by Mrs 

McKerrow. 

 

It promises to be a very entertaining spectacle and I am 

sure parents are looking forward to seeing their child 

perform on stage.  The Festival also teaches the 

students a lot about acting and vocal skills, teamwork , 

etc, but even more importantly it helps to build self-

confidence and a real sense of achievement.  I canôt 

wait!  I am really looking forward to seeing the children 

shine on stage and I am sure they will do themselves 

and everyone else proud. 

 

A letter containing final arrangements for the Festival is 

being sent home with students today. I ask parents to 

read this correspondence carefully so everyone is aware 

of the special arrangements for next week. 

Westbourne Gala Ball  

It was a pleasure to join parents for the Westbourne 

Gala Ball held at Werribee Mansion last Saturday 

evening.   

Mrs Rosemary Marfatia and her Organising Committee 

did a superb job in putting together such an enjoyable 

and successful occasion.  Despite no longer having a 

student in the Junior School, Mrs Marfatia continues to 

work tirelessly on behalf of the Junior School Auxiliary 

and we thank her for the time she gives to the School in 

this capacity.  Her husband, Ashim, also was heavily 

involved in organising things for the Ball and he kindly 

acted as Emcee last Saturday evening. 

 

Junior School Auxiliary  

The Junior School Auxiliary has been particularly busy of 

late.  For example, an enormous amount of time has 

gone into organising the highly successful Fatherôs Day 

Stalls at both Junior campuses.  I thank the incredibly 

hard-working Executive for everything they have done 

behind the scenes to facilitate these stalls.  We also 

appreciate all the parents who helped serve the students 

on the day.  It was great to see the childrenôs smiling 

faces as they purchased something special for Dad! 

 

The Fatherôs Day Raffle was a great success once again 

and we thank parents within our School community 

(listed below) who so generously provided prizes for the 

Raffle.  

 

Some very excited students enjoyed being presented 

with their prize by the President of the Junior School 

Auxiliary, Ms Michelle Smart, at yesterdayôs combined 

Assembly. 

 

1st prize: One night at the Point Cook Homestead B&B, 

Donated by Point Cook Homestead & the Sutcliffe 

Family - Rachel Lawie 1B 
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Guest speaker at the Fatherôs Day Breakfast , Bobby Skilton, is photographed with 

(L-R) Nicholas Tsaloukis, Emily Matejin, Lucas Andrew, Deana Sirianni, James 

Martyn and Phillip Audley. 

Year 4G show off their  óWilly Wonka and the Chocolate Factoryô costumes at the 
Book Character Parade. 



2nd prize: Nikon Trailblazer Binoculars, Donated by 

Outdoor Sporting Agencies & the Galea Family -  

Izabella Richards 1T 

3rd prize: $150 Waterlife Aquarium Voucher, Donated by 

Waterlife Aquarium & the Andrew Family -  

Ashleigh Paull Prep M 

4th prize: $100 Myer Gift Voucher, Donated by Asset 

Edge & the Stevens Family - Curtis Idda 3R 

5th prize: HSV Esky, Donated by Autobarn Hoppers 

Crossing & the Yoseski Family - Carly Gauci 2B 

6th prize: Fire Safety Pack, Donated by the CFA -  

Hugh Grgic Prep C 

7th prize: $50 Detroit Clothing Voucher and two menôs 

ties, Donated by Detroit Clothing & the Beech Family - 

Thomas McInerney 5E 

8th prize: Desk Set, Donated by Light Up Australia 

Hoppers Crossing & the Grano Family - Michael Reid 5D 

9th & 10th prize: 2010 Melways, Donated by Sanctuary 

Lakes Newsagency & the Mullenger Family -  

Matthew Currao 6G and Lucas Cameron 2M 

11th prize: Car Mats - Harry Avci Prep R 

12th prize: $30 Voucher for Waterstone Cafe at 

Sanctuary Lakes, Donated by Waterstone Cafe -  

April Finlayson 6G 

 

Finally, a big óthank youô to all those parents who helped 

out at yesterdayôs Footy Day Barbecue.  I know that the 

children love to see their parents assisting on days like 

this and all the help was greatly appreciated. 

 

Kampuchea House  

The proceeds from yesterdayôs Junior School Casual 

Clothes Day exceeded $800 and all this money will go to 

supporting Kampuchea House, which is an orphanage 

the School has been supporting in Cambodia.   

 

Prefectsô Auction Night 

Tomorrow evening, the School Prefects are holding a 

special auction of goods in the Lecture Theatre (James 

Mitchell Centre) and all proceeds will be going to 

Kampuchea House.  If you are into collecting sports 

memorabilia in particular, this is an event you should not 

miss.  There is a significant number of items on offer 

including signed AFL jumpers (St Kilda, North Melbourne 

and Port Adelaide), a Mark Skaife Mobil1 signed jacket, 

an invitation to the Presidentôs Luncheon at the 

Essendon Football Club, an Australia Menôs (Boomers)

Basketball Team signed singlet, Sir Donald Bradman 

and Cathy Freeman memorabilia and the list goes on!  If 

that is not your thing, there are restaurant vouchers, 

hampers and a wide range of products/services on offer.  

 

The evening begins with free drinks and nibbles, so 

come along and join in the fun.  The evening 

commences at 7:30 p.m. 

 

Next Friday, the Junior School will have an icy-pole day 

to raise further funds for Kampuchea House.  Icy-poles 

will be on sale for $1 and orders are being taken for this 

fundraiser. 

Combined Williamstown/Truganina Assembly  

At yesterdayôs whole school Assembly, the Junior 

School Band conducted by Mr Andrew Leach performed 

óCanôt Hold Backô by Gerald Sebesky and óIrish Fantasyô 

by Brian Balmages.   

Ms Boam announced the winner of the Footy Day AFL 

Coin Trail, which was won overwhelmingly by our many 

Junior School Western Bulldogs supporters. 

Ms Smart, President of the Junior School Auxiliary, 

presented prizes to the winners of the Fatherôs Day 

Raffle and all the students who have achieved so much 

over the past couple of weeks (outlined earlier in the 

newsletter) were presented to the audience.   

The Assembly concluded with a special audio visual 

presentation put together by Upper Primary English 

Coordinator, Ms Woodall, to mark Literacy Week. 

 

The Assembly provided an ideal opportunity to celebrate 

all that students have achieved throughout this very busy 

term. 

 

Mr Paul Barklamb, Head of Junior School  

 

SYDSA Athletics Carnival  
Wednesday, 2 September, was a sensational day for our 

team. Not only was the weather the best it has been for 

a month, the team won the co-educational competition 

contested between the CIPSSA schools.  Yvette Koso 

and Joshua Pineda, the Athletic Captains, were very 

happy to accept the winning trophy and break a long 

drought for the Junior School.  Against all competing 

schools, we came second in the boys section and fourth 

in the girls section.  
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Above: Auxiliary President, Ms Michelle Smart enjoys seeing some of the Fatherôs 

Day Raffle winners (named below) proudly holding their prize. 

Year 6 student, Mishani Renton-Love gives maximum effort in the discuss event 

at the SYDSA Athletics Carnival. 



There were lots of ribbons, personal bests, huge grins 

and some very satisfied and excited athletes.  The 

following children won first place in their respective 

events: Samyuktha Rajagopalan 10 yr discus, Mitchell 

Burgess 10 yr 100m, 200m (A Div), Mikhael Reid 10 yr 

200m (B Div), Tiffany Draghiciu 11 yr high jump, Michael 

Yoseski 11 yr 100m, 200m (B), Matthew Currao 12 yr 

1500 (B Div) and the boys 10 yr relay team comprising 

Alex Fletcher, Daniel Hatzopoulos, Michael Tsaloukas 

and Mitchell Burgess.  

The following teachers volunteered their lunchtimes to 

train the children and support the students and me: Mr 

Walker, Mrs Green, Ms Woodall, Mr Chrisanthou, Mrs 

Rice and Mr Borg.  Ms McNaughton took on extra yard 

duty. They obviously did a wonderful job and to them I 

extend my thanks.  

Sue Jamieson, Head of Junior School PE/Sport  

Junior School Piano Competition  
The Junior Piano Competition was very successful.  All 

students were very well prepared and they played to a 

high standard.  Thanks are extended to each teacher for 

preparing their students so well and to Kath Vinson and 

Rebecca Stewart for adjudicating the competition.  The 

students certainly displayed a fine understanding of the 

stylistic features in their interpretation of the pieces. 

 

Places were awarded as follows: 

Beginner Section: 1st Lana Wyatt, 2nd Laura Paull, 3rd 

Eliza Cornelissen 

Intermediate Section: 1st Klara Rawdanowicz, 2nd 

Natasha Currao, 3rd Albert Tu 

Advanced Section: 1st Amirrul Nasarudin, 2nd Rachel 

Hudson-Jones 

 

We also congratulate all the students (listed below) who 

participated in the Junior Piano Competition. 

Beginner Section: 

Chloe Smith, Arrifa Nasarudin, William Stomann, 

Duncan Hale, Emily Bottoms, Charlotte Cornelissen, 

Michael Szulc, Laura Paull, Eliza Cornelissen, Matthew 

Teasdale, Abraham Naim, Georgia Scholes, Keeley 

Bottoms, Amber Kades and Lana Wyatt 

Intermediate Section: 

Jayla McLennan, Christopher Rothwell, Albert Tu, 

Claude Whittaker, Benjamin Krawczyszyn, Sebastian 

Yeo,  Klara Rawdanowicz, Gwendolyn Hidalgo Cabras, 

Mikhael Reid, Natasha Currao, Madeline Liprino, Kelsey 

Hale, Kirah McGrath, Yvette Koso and Vanessa 

Sanchez-Cosic  

Advanced Section: 

Amirrul  Nasarudin, Zeke Harwood, Adam Stevens, 

Rachel Hudson-Jones and Tamsin Cantwell 

 

Inter -School Snow Sports  
The winter of 2009 saw for the first time a ski team from 

Westbourne Grammar School competing in the Interï

Schools Snow Sports held at Mt Buller. 

 

The snow sports were held over a week, with around six 

thousand students from both senior and junior levels 

from public, private and Catholic schools across Victoria.  

The skiing and boarding disciplines consisted of Alpine 

GS, Snowboard GS, Skiercross and Moguls, with the 

cross country events being held two weeks earlier. 

Cameron Atchinson (5D) got the team off to a good start 

with a solid effort in the Alpine GS, an event he has not 

competed in for some years.  This was followed by Leo 

Esposito (3M) who raced for the first time and also had a 

solid effort.  Keeley and Emily Bottoms finished off the 

week with solid performances in their races.  Keeley 

(4H) competed in the Moguls, SkierCross and Alpine GS 

with a broken wrist.  She improved her times on each 

run.  Emily (2W) skied for the first time in the Alpine GS.  

She improved her time on the second run.  This was 

after she had to have a rerun because a girl who she 

was following fell over in front of her.  She did well to 

remember the instructions from the team manager to pull 

over and ask for a rerun.  Those who do race know the 

importance of this - even though we are not racing for 

sheep stations, as it is your time that you are racing 

against. 

 

I take this opportunity to thank Mr Barklamb and Mr 

Ryan for allowing us to organize the studentsô 

participation in this competition.  The students all did 

their school proud and conducted themselves in a 

manner that we have come to expect from Westbourne 

students. 

 

With these great results, we would like to invite other 
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(L-R): Jayden Defina, Nicola Wevling, Phillip Audley, Tamsin Cantwell and Simon 
Trenker take time out for a photo before last Saturdayôs dress rehearsal.  

Cameron Atchinson shows good form in one of his events at the Inter-School Snow 
Sports Competition.  


