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From the Head of Junior School

Staffing News
You may have heard the news in the past week that

Australiads population
million barrier. Il ndeed,
growing at a rate of one new person every 1 minute, 12
seconds. Currently at Westbourne, the Junior School
staff is playing its part in this growth rate with three staff
members expecting babies late this year or early in
2010.

Ms Lentini and Mrs Rice will be taking maternity leave
from the beginning of next year, while Ms Monaghan will
be doing so in the next few weeks. This is a very
exciting time for all three ladies and their respective
partners. As a school community, we share in this
excitement and we wish them all the best for the
wonderful times ahead.

Consequently, we have been working very hard behind
the scenes to deal with this mini baby boom on staff.
We have been able to attract some excellent
replacement staff and details of the staffing
arrangements for 2010 will be forthcoming in the next
couple of weeks.

Meanwhile, | am able to share with parents what we are
doing with the senior leadership structure in the Junior
School. As outlined above, Ms Lentini will be taking
maternity leave from the beginning of 2010. Over many
years now, she has done a wonderful job in leading the
Williamstown Campus on a day to day basis. Her
leadership has been pivotal in ensuring the ongoing
stability of that campus. With the significance of this
position in mind, we have swung our other Deputy Head,
Ms McNaughton, into this role while Ms Lentini is on
leave. She is very familiar with the operations of this
campus, which will make for a smooth and effective
transition.

As a result of this change, we have appointed an Acting
Deputy Head to cover Ms
pleased to announce that we have secured the services
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of Ms Linda Lewis. Having more recently filled the
position of Acting Registrar at Kingswood College, Ms
Lewis was for more than a decade Deputy Head of the
Junior School at St
St en 1T O U g
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involved in a variety of research projects, she brings to
Westbourne a wealth of experience and expertise,
having had a distinguished career in both the state and
private  systems. Apart from her outstanding
organisational and administrative skills, she has
extensive experience in providing enrichment and
extension opportunities for primary students. We look
forward to welcoming Ms Lewis to the School.

Also, with Ms Hales extending her maternity leave to the
beginning of 2011, Ms Elliot will continue in the role of
Director of Curriculum Development. Her experience
and talent in this area has been invaluable in the
absence of Ms Hales.

Performing Arts Festival

What a wonderful feast of entertainment the children
provided us in the final week of last term! | was
extremely proud of all their efforts. | thought the items
put on by all the year levels before interval over the three
nights of the Festival were a delight. It was a joy to see
the younger students shining up on stage and it was
obvious that there is plenty of dramatic talent coming
through the ranks. | am most grateful to the class
teachers who made these performances possible. They
too showed their talents by scripting and directing these
items so capably.

Equally, one could not have been more impressed with
the job that the members of the Year 5/6 cast and crew
did with this yearés

Ni ght 6s Dr eamb. The
extremely high for primary aged children and we can all
be very proud of what they achieved. It was fantastic to
see the growth in confidence and the development in
skills, as these students worked their way through the
variouys rehearsals leading up to the Festival.  The
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There was plenty of dramatic talent on display when the Year 5 and 6 students

performed this yeardés Junior School

impressive and enjoyable production.

| would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge the
extraordinary amount of work that went in behind the
scenes to facilitate this
We had Senior School students helping out with various
aspects of the production. As always, our Music staff
displayed their many talents, as did all the teachers who
comprise the Multi-Arts Committee. The scenery, props
and costumes were stunning. Then there was the
enormous amount of work that went into areas such as
lighting, sound, choreography, prompting, programs,
make-up, ticket sales, etc. It was a superb team effort
and | thank each and every staff member involved. In
particular, 1 would like to acknowledge Ms McNaughton
for looking after the administrative side of the Performing
Arts Festival so competently and Mrs McKerrow, who

The playground area was a hive of activity over the recent holidays with workers

Musical const&éing%dbﬁ&%ﬁéd&@ﬁdées, h‘ﬁmgla 1’0& gmbgnkn?eﬁt@&eek beds, etc.

but we are waiting for the planning approval process to
run its course. Meanwhile, the rear staircase at that
campus has been completely demolished and a new one
is nearing completion. In the process, some

been undertaken, making the rooms more functional and
providing more natural light. While this project has
caused a small amount of inconvenience, particularly to
the Year 2 classes, the end result will be well worth it!

Playground Development

| am delighted to report that the new experiential/
adventure playground at the Truganina Campus has
really taken shape over the holidays. There is still
planting of garden beds to be done and some
refurbishment of the old equipment, but the whole area
has been given an enormous lift courtesy of the
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once again did an amazing job in directing the Junior Auxi liaryos generosity. | k now
School Musical. Her calm, always positive and greatly looking forward to having access to this facility
encouraging manner certainly brought out the best in our when it is completed in a couple
large contingent of performers.

FPS National Final
Finally, | would like to make special mention of the Next Friday, Ms Whelan and | will be heading to
Junior School Auxiliary. A number of volunteers worked Queensland with six members of the Future Problem
extremely hard throughout the Festival to provide Solving Squad who have qualified for the National Final
refreshments and nibbles to those who had come of this prestigious competition. The team comprises
straight from work or were feeling a little peckish at Michelle Fleming, Rachel Hudson-Jones, Aaron Lam,
interval. September was a huge month for the Auxiliary Emily Matejin, Daina Tadic and Jordon Truong. These
with events such as the Gal zhildenl|gbt tagether with ene Bwver thee hobdays Bpa y
Stalls. For all their eff orprepare fow ¢he Enal tard nvtiile theyhwill e upagamst n k. y o u
to them. some extremely talented students from around the

Building Works Update

At the Truganina Campus, parents will no doubt have
noticed the significant progress that has been made with
the re-construction of the Holy Trinity Hall and new
Science/Technology complex. We are well on track to
meet the late November completion date and the hall will
certainly offer a wonderful new teaching facility when it is
finished.

Also, over the holidays the Upper Primary playground
equipment was removed and work has now started on
the new Junior School tennis/basketball/netball courts,
which lie to the west of the new hall.

As previously communicated to parents, funding for the
new hall at the Williamstown Campus has been granted

country, they are very much looking forward to the
challenge. We wish them well for their participation in
this final.

Year 5 Camp

Reports back from the Year 5 Camp have been very
positive. Despite some cool weather, staff and students
have thoroughly enjoyed their time away. The children
have been provided with a number of challenging
activities that will prepare them well for the demanding
program they will undertake when they return to Valley
Homestead in March next year.

| endeavour to get along to all the year level camps and
greatly enjoy my interaction with students in this context.
However, the Year 5 Camp is an exception, as it occurs




Truganina and Williamstown students, Rebecca Finlayson, Maddison Kennedy,

Charles
class

Aquilina
during this

and Jayde
weeko6s Transition

at the same time we have the Year 3 students
undertaking a three day orientation program at the
Truganina Campus. Unfortunately, it is not possible to
juggle both programs, but | will look forward to a detailed
report being provided on this camp in the next Junior
School newsletter.

Year 2 and Prep Camps
Parents of Year 2 students are reminded that the

overnight camp for that year level will be held next
Friday evening (16/10) and Saturday morning (17/10) at
the Truganina Campus. The students will be sleeping
over in the Sports Pavilion.

The following Friday night (23/10) the Preps will have
their camp, which is also being held at the Truganina
Campus. Parents of both year levels will have received
comprehensive information about these camps.

Prep and Year 1 Swimming Program

Parents are also reminded that an intensive swimming
program commences next Monday (12/10) at the
Wyndham Indoor Pool for students in Prep and Year 1.
This programme will run until Friday (16/10).

Student Achievement

Elsewhere in this newsletter you will find details about
some extremely impressive achievements by a number
of our Junior School students. Over the holidays, one of
our Debating Teams was victorious in the Grand Final of
the Barwon Region Debating Competition. Not only do |
extend my congratulations to the students involved but |
also wish to congratulate Mrs Rice and Mr Chrisanthou
who have coached the team so well.

In the area of Sport, we have also had some wonderful
results, including at the elite level. | congratulate those
children on all that they have achieved.

Mr Paul Barklamb, Head of Junior School

Year 3 Transition Program

For three days this week, the Year Three students have
participated in a Transition Program, which forms a
major part of an extensive, year-long plan to assist with
the integration of Williamstown and Truganina students
into Year Four next year.

Mittersteiner,

Emily Matejin, Michelle Fleming, Zeke Harwood and their coaches, Mr
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Pr o g r atme.Grand Final of the Inter-School Debating Competition.

The students were mixed up into three class groups
where they were able to complete exciting activities,
while building on newly formed friendships. As well as a
guided tour of the Senior School, the students also took
part in a range of specialist lessons including Art,
Physical Education, Music and Library. This also gave
the staff at the Truganina Campus another opportunity to
get to know the children. Each group was lucky enough
not only to have an IT lesson in our Junior School Lab,
but also to venture across to the Senior School IT Lab.

One of the highlights for the Williamstown students was
definitely the opportunity to catch the school bus for the
very first time. All students arrived safely with huge grins
on their faces, obviously enjoying their independence.

Today the program concluded with an exciting excursion
to the Werribee Bowling Centre for a fun game with new
friends. The Williamstown students are now looking
forward to welcoming their Truganina friends in Week 7,
where they are invited across to the Williamstown
Campus for the day.

Ms Michelle Monaghan, Year 3 Teacher

Inter -School Debating
Competition

Semi-Final

The Debating Team was very determined to get through

to the Grand Final of the Inter-School Debating.
However, they had to get passed Fyans Park Primary
School 6s B Te aFinal.i Tine topic was Shat mi
610 year olds should not be
on the affirmative side, with Jayden Defina, Michelle
Fleming, Emily Matejin and Zeke Harwood working hard

to come up with as many arguments and rebuttals as
possible to try to convince the audience and the
adjudicator. Issues concerning safety for the child, lack

of responsibility and neglect were just a few of our
teambs main argument s.
provided by Emily
Speakeré for the third ti me
the team into the Grand Final. | must also add that
Jayden, Emily and Zeke had a very busy week which
included major roles in the Performing Arts Festival, as
well as Jayden taking part in the Zone Athletics Carnival

on the same day of the debate.
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Paris Vasta and Yvette Koso performed extremely well in their respective
national championships over the holidays.

Grand Final

The Grand Final was held in the first week of the
holidays and unfortunately our team was one student
short with Jayden away interstate. This did not deter the
team that consisted of Michelle, Emily and Zeke.

The topic was that
Westbourne was the affirmative team. Our three
students debated beautifully once again and came up
with some very valid arguments. Some of these were
that students were restricted to wearing uniforms, the set
curriculum of some schools did not allow certain
individuals to blossom in areas such as drama, chess
and debating. (Obviously this is not evident at
Westbourne!!)  They also spoke about behaviour
expectations, lack of facilities and timetables.

All three students spoke exceptionally well, especially
Zeke wh o won t he 6Best
particular debate. The team and the Westbourne cheer
squad, who made the effort to come along and support,
were very excited to hear that Westbourne Grammar
School had won the 2009 Inter-School Debating
Competition.

Mr Mario Chrisanthou, Year 6 Teacher and Joint
Debating Coordinator

Sports News

National  Primary
Championships

At the start of our holidays, we had two children from
Westbourne travel to Perth as part of the Victorian
Swimming Team.

Swimming and Diving

Paris Vasta (4S) unfortunately developed a viral infection
just before leaving and swam even though she felt quite
unwell. Paris helped the 200m medley relay team to a
third placing and brought home a bronze medal. After
swimming to qualify, she came sixth in the final of the 10
year girls individual breaststroke event. This was a
mighty effort under the circumstances.

Cooper Read (3M) had qualified for the one metre diving
competition in the 10 year division. He also came third
and brought home a bronze medal. This was a

Ross Audley enjoys competing against his father, Garry, during the Family Maths
Night activities.

wonderful effort and Cooper has reason to be very
proud.

Congratulations are extended to both children. Perhaps
we are witnessing future Olympic stars in the making!

Yvette Koso (6C) travelled to Queensland to compete in
this competition during the holidays. She had
outstanding results, being placing first in two disciplines
and second in another, missing the first ribbon by just
half a point. Yvette has very good concentration and
she enjoys the &éphysicalé
Yvette!

Great Western Basketball Tournament

The 10" Anniversary of the Great Western Basketball
Tournament was held last weekend at the Altona
g%slﬁetemrllléstadéuw aarndd Kei|:or0 IrE%askettbﬁllli gtadium.
Teams came from far and wide. Jack Hamilton played
Under 14, Division 1 and Darcy Hamilton played Under
12, Division 1, with both representing Point Cook
Basketball Club. The competition was tough and some
thrilling games were
games except one and went on to win the grand final by
21 points. Darcyds team
weekend and also went on to win their grand final by 12
points. Apart from the high standard of play, it was great
to see such a pleasing display of sportsmanship over the
weekend. Well done to Jack and Darcy!

Regional Athletics Championships
Next Wednesday, Westbourne has seven children who
have qualified to participate in these championships.
Mitchell Burgess will compete in the 10 year sprints, both
100m and 200m. James Lewer is in both sprints in the
11 year division. Samyuktha Rajagopalan qualified in
the 10 year discus and Tiffany Draghiciu in the 11 year
high jump event. The 10 year boys 4X100m relay team
comprising Alex Fletcher (4S), Michael Tsaloukas (4S),
Daniel Hatzopoulos (4H) and Mitchell Burgess (4G) will
also be trying hard to qualify for the VPSSA State
Championships at Olympic Park on Monday, 26
October. Our best wishes for next week go to all these
students.

Mrs Sue Jamieson, Head of Junior School Sport/PE
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Il sabel Nakonieczny 6s winning book
Chamber of Secretso.

Family Maths Night

I n continuing our celebrati

of Prep to Year Three students spent Wednesday
evening with their family taking part in Maths activities in
the Auditorium. The Family Maths evening started with
small table activities, where the students and parents
worked together to solve various Maths problems. A
smorgasbord of O6chancebd
competed against their parents and they worked on their
automatic recall of number facts. There were smiles and
cheers all around the room as delighted students beat
parents and then the parents got revenge. The evening
was very successful and we thank all the parents and
students who attended. The presenter, Barbara Keld,
was very impressed with
enthusiasm. We hope that all the families who attended
now have some new games to play at home.

Mrs Bronwyn Nisbet , Ms Jane Reid and Mrs Cate
Grech, Junior School Maths Coordinators

Literacy and Numeracy Week

Literacy
Monday, 31 August through to Friday, 4 September was
National Numeracy and Literacy Week. As part of the
celebration the students participated in a number of
activities.

The students became involved in National Reading Day
by bringing along their favourite story and sharing it with
the class. The whole school stopped and read from 9.15
a.m. until 9.45 a.m. It was wonderful listening to the
variety of stories. Competitions were also available for
the students to enter. The Upper Primary students were
involved in a Book Cover Competition and a Poetry
Competition (see examples opposite). The Lower
Primary children were busy designing their own
bookmark. | would like to thank and congratulate all the
students who participated in these competitions. Many
beautiful poems and stunning new book covers were put
forward, making the judging extremely difficult. The
week concluded with the presentation of a short collage
of photos in Assembly, demonstrating the way in which
we use our words and language every day from Prep to
Year Six.

gamelshe oFh3mRer
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Calvin Lim endeavours to
of Mat hsd

delicately
activities.

The results of the poetry competition were as follows:
olrslt SVangs]s a Sagcmz_g(ﬁi% 6RWIa g I;r(l)] ,e y a Ségﬁfi
Jonathan Nguyen 4S i A St ar s o0, an
mention to Ellie Forbes 6R, Adam Younes 4S, and
Katherine Stevens 3R

The results of the Book Cover Competition were as
follows: 1% Isabel Nakonieczny 4G i AiHar r y

Rut hl ess R'oJenaifersHaynh 5E i i Th e
Gardendo and honourabl e me
Briggs 5W, Ella Mclliree 5E, Elyce Gray 5E, Vanessa

Sanchez-Cosic 6R and Katie Long 6R.
Ms Emma Woodall, Upper Primary English

t heCo@dindtetrent sé behaviour and
Searching for the Stars
They shine in the sky,
Bright for us to see,
Like a magical being
That 6s just out of reach.
They pop and burst in spectacular colours,
But then soon enough,
Youdl !l find yet another.
Wedbre searching for stars,
The lights that glimmer, glitter and sparkle,
Like a giant,
Like a diamond,
Like a fiery marble.
Wedre searching for the st

The luminous lights of wisdom,
The things we turn to most

When we find ourselves astray,
But in the end,

What we do,

Is search for the stars

That make our dreams come true.

A poem by Vanessa Sanchez -Cosic 6R

Numeracy

Answering questions through music, rolling marbles to
cause a light switch to flash, moving mirrors to create
images and using problem-solving strategies to keep
chickens in a box: these are only some of the hands-on
activities the Year Four, Five and Six students
enthusiastically engaged in to help celebrate this special

week. On Thursday, 10 September, Duncan (from
O0Worl d of Mat hs o) visited
wide range of mathematical experiences for the
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