
From the Head of Junior School  
 

Westbourne Junior School Team Wins Place in 

World FPS Final  

Last Friday morning, one of our Junior School Future 

Problem Solving Teams (comprising Michelle Fleming, 

Rachel Hudson-Jones, Aaron Lam, Emily Matejin, Daina 

Tadic and Jordan Truong) travelled to the Gold Coast to 

participate in this yearôs FPS National Finals.  Initially, 

there were some anxious moments when the airline 

cancelled our flight late on Thursday evening.  (Yes, 

cancelled the flight not delayed it!)  We were supposed 

to fly out of Tullamarine early Friday morning to the Gold 

Coast but after some last minute negotiations, we 

managed to get on an early flight out of Avalon to 

Brisbane.  This meant changing all our connection plans 

and informing parents of the revised arrangements 

around midnight last Thursday.  It was therefore quite a 

relief to sit down in the plane on Friday morning knowing 

that we were finally on our way. 

 

Friday was spent getting settled in our accommodation, 

going through final preparations for the event and also 

attending the Opening Ceremony that night at óSea 

Worldô Theme Park.  This venue proved to be a 

spectacular setting for all the teams that had travelled 

from different parts of the country to attend this yearôs 

National Final.  

 

Saturday dawned and the team headed off very early to 

A. B. Paterson College which is situated north of the 

Gold Coast.  The students initially took part in the main 

part of the competition, (involving a two hour ólock-upô) 

which required them to produce a lengthy and detailed 

booklet submission in response to a future scenario set 

on the topic, óThe Counterfeit Economyô.  Having 

completed this task, they then had several hours to turn 

their action plan (i.e. chosen solution) into a skit, which 

had to be performed in front of a large audience as well 

as a panel of judges.  The skit had to be tightly scripted, 

rehearsed rigorously to meet the time limit restrictions, 

and costumes and props needed to be made creatively 

out of the prescribed materials.   

 

The team performed admirably in the heats and made it 

through to the final of the Action Plan Presentations that 

evening.  Some further rehearsing of our skit late in the 

day saw the team do an outstanding job in the Final.  It 

was then time to head back to the hotel for some well-

earned rest.  Indeed, from start to finish, the children had 

a fourteen hour day on Saturday! 

 

Sunday morning saw the Awards Ceremony take place 

at Dolphin Cove in Sea World.  This was a magical 

setting with the dolphins swimming playfully in the 

background.  Trophies and medals were presented for 

various sections of the National Final.  Early in the 

proceedings, we were delighted to hear that Rachel had 

won third place in the Junior Division Alternative Booklet 

Section.  To everyoneôs delight the whole team then took 

out second place in the Junior Division Action Plan 

Presentations.  I think we were all pretty satisfied with 

our efforts at that stage, but more was to come!  As the 

Awards Ceremony drew to a close, in the main part of 

the competition (i.e. the Global Issues Booklet Section), 

Westbourneôs name was read out as being National 

Champion in the Junior Division.  Everyone was thrilled 

with the result and Michelle, Emily, Daina and Jordan 

duly collected a trophy and perpetual shield for the 

School, as well as a gold medal to keep for themselves.  

It was the culmination of many months of hard work just 

to get to the Australian Final and to then finish first in a 

very strong field of thirteen teams from around the 

country was a great honour.  This achievement also 

means that Westbourne has now won a place in the 

World Finals to be held next June in Wisconsin, USA.  

 

As their coach, I am extremely proud of all the team 

members.  They have worked incredibly hard throughout 

the program this year and they performed exceptionally 

well in the National Final.  I take this opportunity to thank 

Ms Whelan who assisted in chaperoning the team in 

Queensland and I also want to acknowledge the terrific 

support we received from a group of parents (Mrs Tadic, 

Mrs Fleming, Mrs Hudson-Jones and Mrs Matejin, as 

well as her son, Alexander) who travelled to the Gold 

Coast with the team.   
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In all my years of being a primary educator, I donôt think I 

have ever come across a more academically rigorous, 

challenging and demanding program as Future Problem 

Solving.  As a School community, we can therefore be 

very proud of what the team achieved last weekend.   

 

(Footnote: At the conclusion of this newsletter, I have 

reprinted a letter sent by the Prime Minister, The 

Honourable Kevin Rudd MP, to all the participants of the 

FPS National Final congratulating them on their 

involvement in this major event.)   

 

Staff News   

StaffStaMr Mark Thompson will be leaving Westbourne 

Grammar at the end of this year to take up a teaching 

position at St Michaelôs Grammar School.  A member of 

staff at the Williamstown Campus for the past 16 years, 

Mr Thompson has given great service to the School.  He 

has taught at every year level at that campus.  He has 

been an excellent role model for the students, a 

wonderful colleague and his creative skills particularly in 

relation to the annual Performing Arts Festival are 

legendary.  We are very sad to be losing Mr Thompson, 

but given the length of time he has been at Westbourne 

(Mr Thompson started his teaching career at 

Williamstown Grammar) and the fact that he and his 

family live in Malvern, the time is right for him to take up 

this new challenge.  We thank him for the significant 

contribution he has made to our school over the years 

and we wish him every success in his move to a new 

school. 

 

Following the announcements in the last newsletter 

about the revamped leadership arrangements for 2010 

and the staff who will be taking maternity leave, I can 

now advise parents that the baby-boom is continuing 

with Ms Sharon Taylor also expecting a child early next 

year.  In addition, Mrs Sutton will be taking next year off 

as part of her long service leave entitlements to travel 

around Australia with her family. 

 

In 2010, we will welcome several new members of staff.  

 

Ms Hayley Williams is very passionate about her role as 

a primary educator and she comes to us from The 

Grange P-12 College where currently she is a team 

leader of eight staff at the Year 5/6 level.  She has 

taught at a number of different levels over the years and 

earlier in her career she spent time teaching in the U.K. 

 

Mrs Helen Xinomilakis is also a very experienced and 

accomplished primary teacher.  Possessing a Diploma of 

Primary Teaching and a Bachelor of Education, she 

comes to us from Altona Primary School, where 

currently she is responsible for leading the team at the 

Year 3/4 level.  Mrs Xinomilakis has two daughters in the 

Senior School at Westbourne. 

 

We look forward to having both teachers join the Junior 

School at the beginning of next year.  We will also 

welcome back Ms Gross and Mrs Calderwood who are 

both returning from maternity leave. 

 

It is anticipated that the final staffing placements and 

arrangements for the Junior School for 2010 will be 

communicated to parents in the next week or two. 

  

World Teachersô Day 

In an article I read recently, a New Zealand educational 

researcher argued that teacher quality out ranks all other 

factors (such as class size, school resources and 

student socioeconomic background) as the leading 

determinant of student performance.  To me, this doesnôt 

really come as a surprise, as we are well aware of the 

enormous impact a primary teacher has on young lives.  

At Westbourne, we are blessed with having a dynamic, 

talented and dedicated team of teachers who always 

have the best interests of their students at heart.   

 

This year, óWorld Teachers Dayô will be held on Friday, 

30 October.  I mention this event as I believe it is 

appropriate that such a day is recognised and 

celebrated.  

  

Early Arrivals in the Morning  

Parents are reminded that there are no teachers on duty 

in the playground until 8:30 a.m.  Prior to this time, 

teachers may be in meetings or they are preparing for 

the day ahead.  Consequently, if students are dropped 

off at school before 8:30 a.m., they must either be 

supervised by a parent or they must be placed in Before 

School Care.   

For the safety and welfare of the students, I ask that this 

requirement be adhered to please. 
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Members of the FPS Team are photographed in the costumes they made 

from  the specified materials for the Action Plan Presentations.  The team 

came second in this section of the National Finals. 

Following the Awards Ceremony at óSea Worldô, the whole team and support 

crew show how excited they are about Westbourne being National Champions 

in the Junior Division of the Future Problem Solving Program. 



Opening of New Playground  

The much anticipated opening of the new adventure 

playground at the Truganina Campus will take place at 

10:30 a.m. next Thursday morning.  This wonderful new 

facility has been made possible courtesy of the 

Auxiliaryôs amazing fundraising efforts and the 

generosity of our Junior School parents. 

 

Over the past few weeks the area concerned has 

undergone a radical transformation and with the planting 

taking place over the next day or two, all should be 

ready for the grand opening on Thursday.  Parents are 

most welcome to attend this event but for catering 

purposes you are asked to contact the Junior School 

Secretary, Mrs Annette Matthews, on 9731 9452  

by Tuesday, 27 October. 

 

Departure of Year 12 Students  

Earlier this week, the Year 12 students (a number of 

whom came through the Junior School) were farewelled 

by the School in readiness for their final exams and life 

after Westbourne.  Their last dayôs activities included a 

breakfast where staff served the students, a Chapel 

Service and a final Assembly which was full of good 

humour and some very clever skits.  The studentsô 

departure was a very memorable and dignified one and 

we wish them every success both for their upcoming 

exams and for the future. 

 

Mr Paul Barklamb, Head of Junior School  

 

Year 2 Camp  

The children began their camp filled with excitement.  

The morning activities consisted of three rotations.  The 

first was the enormous inflatable óStar Labô.  Inside, we 

were shown how to find various constellations in the 

night sky, as well as learning many amazing facts about 

Earth, the Sun, the phases of the Moon, and solar and 

lunar eclipses.  The children listened intently and asked 

many questions.  The second activity was the 

Westbourne Walking Trail.  We set off with a list of clues 

and needed to explore the entire school to find the 

answers.  This was lots of fun.  The third activity involved 

learning how to erect a dome tent.  After a whole class 

demonstration, the children worked in teams and were 

timed as to how quickly they could pitch the tent 

themselves and get everyone inside.  The winning team 

took five minutes. 

 

After the morning activities, we stopped for a well 

deserved lunch and play on the oval.  The afternoon 

activities began with setting up our beds in the Pavilion.  

The children had to lay out their sheets, sleeping bags, 

pillows and teddies.  They were all very excited.  It took 

a long time to set up 82 beds!  Then we all relaxed and 

enjoyed some afternoon tea. 

 

Later, we headed over to the Gymnasium to play Dodge 

Ball, Human Bowling and Relays.   These activities were 

a highlight of the camp and it was great to see everyone 

having so much fun.  The smell of the barbecue lured us  

back to the Junior School.  We all sat down in the court 

yard to enjoy hamburgers, sausages, salad and a roll.  

Dinner was yum!  Icy poles finished off a lovely meal and 

then it was time for the music and telescope sessions.  

The children thoroughly enjoyed the Musical Statues 

game.  Lots of laughter filled the room.  Singing with Mr 

Beraldo was also a hit and Mr Elston thrilled the crowd 

with his dancing!  Mr Thompson taught the happy 

campers about the parts of a telescope and how this can 

be used in star gazing! 

 

Next, it was back to the Junior School for a treasure hunt 

and then supper, before heading to the Pavilion to settle 

in for the night.  After changing in to our pyjamas, 

brushing our teeth and snuggling into our sleeping bags, 

we watched the movie óSpace Buddiesô on the huge 

screen wall.  Everyone enjoyed this entertaining film and 

we were all ready to tuck in for the night when it 

concluded.  A few sleep talkers and snorers could be 

heard throughout the nighté.and that was just the 

teachers!   

 

The next morning, our tired, but happy campers started 

to stir about 6:30 a.m.  After packing our gear, having 

breakfast, and completing some of our camp 

bookletsé.we were ready to go home.  We all had a 

great time.  Thank you to everyone who made the Year 

Two Camp such a huge success.  The children are 

already looking forward to next yearôs camp in Year 

Three! 

 

Mrs Andrea Cameron, Year 2 Teacher  
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A group of Year 2 students check out one of the tents that they erected 

during their year level camp. 

The fence might still be up around the new adventure playground but it wonôt be for 

very long.  This new facility at the Truganina Campus will be officially opened next 

Thursday morning. 



Year 5 Camp  
WOW!  What a wonderful experience!  The Year 5 

students returned to school for Term 4 with an early 

morning arrival at school.  The students felt a great 

sense of pride and achievement upon completion of the 

activities, particularly the abseiling.  By the last day of 

camp, some very happy but weary students were ready 

to say good-bye to their teachers and fellow campers, 

and return home to their families. They are now keenly 

anticipating their return to Valley Homestead for all the 

adventures that await them in Year 6. 

Mrs Melissa Davis, Year 5 Teacher  

 

On Monday, 5th October, Year 5 went to camp at Valley 

Homestead in Myrtleford.  We got to do some exciting 

activities that were really challenging.  I felt really good 

after I did some rather scary things, like the drop slide 

and abseiling. We also did a 20km bike ride. It was 

10kms to the petrol station to get drinks, chocolate or an 

icy-pole and then we headed back on our bikes to Valley 

Homestead. It was really tiring and it started to rain and 

hail five minutes before we reached camp. Everyone 

was soaked by the time we got back!  Nevertheless, the 

camp was lots of fun.  We enjoyed all the activities,  

especially the disco! 

Cassandra Lapeyre, Year 5 Student   

 

International Competitions and 
Assessments for Schools (ICAS)  
Each year, a selected group of students in Years Four, 

Five and Six are invited to participate in the English and 

Maths ICAS conducted by the University of New South 

Wales. These tests are very challenging as they seek to 

identify the brightest students.  To achieve a Distinction 

or above in these competitions is a fantastic 

achievement.  

 

This year in the Mathematics Competition, the following 

students achieved Distinctions (i.e. 89th percentile or 

above): Mitchell Burgess, Dale Russell, Imran 

Nasarudin, Jonathan Nguyen, Albert Tu, Tristan 

Ferabend, Henry Hulstrom,  Aaron Lam, Rachel Hudson

-Jones and  Leon Lee.  Three students were on the 99th 

percentile and received High Distinctions in 

Mathematics.  They were Isabel Nakonieczny, Klara 

Rawdanowicz and Jordan Truong. 

In the English Competition, the following students gained 

Distinctions: Mitchell Burgess, Kristina Fantenberg, Sam 

McGrath, Klara Rawdanowicz, Albert Tu, Adam Stevens, 

Kieren Azzopardi, Kevin Enriquez, Michelle Fleming, 

Rachel Hudson-Jones, Emily Matejin, Jordan Truong, 

Lana Wyatt, Claire Okumura and Daina Tadic.  Three 

students were awarded High Distinctions in English: 

Isabel Nakonieczny, Dale Russell and Sarah Newman. 

We congratulate all the students above on a great effort, 

as well as all those who took part in these challenging 

competitions. 

Ms Anne McNaughton, Deputy Head of Junior 

School  

 

Athletics Championships ð
Edebone Region  
Last Wednesday week, in cold, wet and windy 

conditions, seven Westbourne athletes competed at the 

Doncaster Athletic Track in the Edebone Region 

Championships.  All the children had come through the 

stages of school, district and zone competitions to reach 

this level, so the competition was of a very high 

standard.  Samyuktha Rajagopalan came 6th in the 

discus, Tiffany Draghiciu 4th in the high jump, James 

Lewer 5th in the 100m and 200m, and the relay team of 

Daniel Hatzopoulos, Michael Tsaloukis, Alex Fletcher 

and Mitchell Burgess came 4th in the relay.  
Congratulations are extended to Mitchell Burgess who 

has qualified to run at the VPSSA State Championships 

next Monday, 26 October, at Olympic Park.  Mitchell 

came 1st in both the 100m and 200m for the 10 year age 

group. 

Mrs Sue Jamieson, Head of Junior School Sport  

and PE 

 

Assemblies  
This weekôs Lower Primary Assembly at Truganina was 

hosted by Eliza Cornelissen (3N) and Matthew Teasdale 

(3N).  Two students entertained the audience with piano 

solos.  Tammy Huynh (3R) performed óPoseidonôs 

Throneô by John Robert Poe and Doyeong Kim (3N) 

played óSonatinaô.  Mrs Nisbet presented certificates to 

those who attended the Family Maths Night earlier this 

term while Laura Paull (3N) and Matthew Lawie (3N) . 

spoke about the fun they had playing a selection of  

educational games.   
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Thomas McInerney tackles one of the challenging ropes courses on the Year 5 
Camp. 

 

Elyce Gray, Dimitra Blanas and Sarah Mebrahtu, hoped to strike it rich 

while doing some gold panning on the Year 5 Camp. 


