
From the Head of Junior School 
 
Opening of New Junior School Hall 
The Holy Trinity Junior School Hall will be officially 

opened by the Deputy Prime Minister, The Hon. Julia 

Gillard MP next Monday morning at 9:00 a.m.  Whilst for 

obvious reasons this is not the most ideal time for an 

opening ceremony, the timing was unavoidable due to 

the Deputy Prime Minister‟s extensive commitments and 

demanding schedule. 

 

The ceremony itself will take place in the totally 

refurbished hall, which was used to house the Junior 

School back in the first half of the 20th Century.   

 

Consequently, there is already an undeniable affinity 

with this building and I have no doubt that Monday will 

be a great occasion for everyone in the Junior School. 

A number of dignitaries and invited guests will be in 

attendance, along with the Year 6 students and those 

parents who responded to the ticket application request 

in last week‟s newsletter.  Obviously, the new hall can 

only accommodate a certain number of people, but Mr 

Ryan and I were very keen for all the Truganina Campus 

Junior School students to be involved in the opening of 

this major new facility.  Consequently, the students in 

Prep to Year 5 will be forming a Guard of Honour for 

the Deputy Prime Minister.  We have already had a 

couple of rehearsals for Monday and the children are 

very excited to contribute to the official opening in this 

way.  However, given the timing of the ceremony, it is  

vital that students are not late to school on Monday.  

Parents are asked to drop students off earlier than usual 

and to accommodate this, for Monday only, there will be 

staff members on duty in the yard from 8:15 a.m.  This 

will avoid early arrivals having to be placed into Before 

School Care at that time.  Please also note that all 

classrooms will be open from 8:30 a.m. next Monday. 

 

A bell will be rung five minutes ahead of schedule at 

8:45 a.m.   This will be the signal for all students - under 

the direction of their classroom teacher – to line up in 

preparation for forming the Guard of Honour, which we 

would like to be in place immediately after the 8:50 a.m. 

bell.  Given that this is normally when school starts, it 

can be expected that all students should have arrived at 

school well before this time anyway.  Nevertheless, 

parents need to factor in the heavier traffic flow on 

Monday (i.e. with invited guests, etc).  I do urge parents 

to make provision for their children being to school early 

next Monday.   

We want all the children to enjoy being part of the Guard 

of Honour and to remember the occasion fondly.  

However, parents need to be aware that a late arrival on 

Monday will jeopardise their child‟s participation in the 

Guard of Honour. 

 

Parents are most welcome to watch the proceedings 

outside the hall on Monday (NB. Only guests who have 

tickets will be admitted into the hall), but I do ask that 

you don‟t stand near the children or distract them in any 

way.  The children all realise that they have a very 

important job to do and I know they will rise to the 

occasion as always!  Please ensure that all children are 

dressed in their summer school uniform (including 

blazer) and that matters such as the normal hair 

requirements and the cleaning of shoes have been 

addressed. 

 

Finally, parents are advised that special parking 

arrangements will be in place for Monday‟s official 

opening of the hall.  On Monday morning, parents will 

only be able to turn left into the School from Sayers 

Road, as invited guests (with a colour coded card) will 

be directed to turn right.  It is important that these 

arrangements are adhered to, as we will have Junior 

School students acting as ushers for the VIP‟s and for 

their safety, we don‟t want them having to negotiate the 

normal traffic flow into the School. 

 

Your co-operation in regard to the above matters is 

greatly appreciated.  I am sure Monday will be a 

wonderful occasion for all concerned. 
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Parent Information Evenings 
I thank all the parents who attended the Parent 

Information Evening held at both campuses last week.  It  

is hoped that parents found these sessions valuable.  

Certainly, staff appreciated the opportunity to provide an 

overview of their programmes, routines and expectations 

for the coming year.   

 
The next major calendar date for parents involves the 

Parent-Teacher Discussions on Wednesday, 17 

February (Williamstown Campus) and Thursday, 18 

February (Truganina Campus).  These evenings are 

designed to build effective communication channels 

between the class teacher and parents. 

 

Kampuchea House 
As mentioned in last week‟s newsletter, over the 

Christmas holidays I had the privilege of travelling to 

Cambodia with the 2009 School Co-Captains (Chloe 

McDonald and Rohit Sinha) in order to visit Kampuchea 

House.  This orphanage has been the major focus of the 

School‟s fundraising efforts over the past couple of 

years. 

 

Kampuchea House caters for 23 children.  It is the only 

orphanage in that region, despite there being nearly 

2800 orphans known to be living in that area.  The 

children are accommodated in five houses and each 

house has a „House Mother‟.  There is a local director of 

the orphanage as well as an on-site manager.   

 
The children, who range in age from 4 – 16, are 

delightful.  They possess a beautiful nature and a very 

happy disposition.  Chloe, Rohit and I had a wonderful 

time interacting with them during the times when they 

were not required to attend school.  The children loved 

playing the board and card games we took over for them 

and even simple things like „rocket balloons‟ were a 

huge hit!   

 

Together, we also created a large mural that spanned 

one of the walls of the Mia Mia Community Centre.  This 

building serves as the dining/recreation hall at 

Kampuchea House.  It was built several years ago, 

courtesy of Westbourne‟s fundraising efforts and was 

actually given its name by our Year 6 students at the 

time.  I was impressed to see that the building also 

provides a base for a large number of surrounding 

residents to learn English.  (NB. Proficiency in English is 

important as it helps people to be more employable, 

given that tourism is one of the few growth areas in 

Cambodia). I left Kampuchea House feeling convinced 

that Westbourne is making a huge difference to the lives 

of these children and that they have a much brighter 

future than would otherwise be the case.  I look forward 

to sharing my experience at Kampuchea House 

(including some video footage that was taken there) with 

the Junior School students at an upcoming Assembly.   

Staff News 

Mrs Green underwent some surgery yesterday and will 

be off work for a couple of weeks.  We wish her well for 

a speedy recovery.  Meanwhile, we welcome back Mrs 

Jamieson, who will be looking after the 6G class in Mrs 

Green‟s absence. 

 
Mrs Mantello, who works in the Educational Support 

area, has not been with us for the start of the school 

year, as her son has been very unwell.  He is now on the 

road to recovery and Mrs Mantello expects to be back at 

work in the next couple of weeks.  We have been 

fortunate to have Ms Laura Asher (who is well-known to 

the children) filling  this role.   

 

JS  Inter-House Swimming Carnival 
Today, the Junior School Swimming Carnival was held 

at the Wyndham Leisure Centre.  This Inter-House 

activity will determine which students go on to participate 

in the upcoming District Swimming Carnival.  A detailed 

report on the Carnival will be included in the next 

newsletter. 

 

Assemblies 
At last week‟s Truganina P-6 Assembly, the new 

students to our school were given a special welcome.  

The new staff were then welcomed and introduced to all 

the students.  We also welcomed back Mrs Liston and 

Ms Gross from maternity leave.  A discussion followed 

on the importance of our core School values and the first 

of our Merit certificates for the year were presented.  The 

Assembly concluded with students watching a video 

from the 2009 Junior School Speech Night giving a 

snapshot of all the challenges and opportunities the 

students can look forward to experiencing in 2010. 
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The Kampuchea House children take time out for a photo with the 2009 Co-School 

Captains, Chloe McDonald and Rohit Sinha and the Head of the Junior School, Mr 

Barklamb (Note: The Mia Mia Community Centre is in the background).  

Some of the Kampuchea House children get ready to head off to school using the 

local form of transport known as a tuk-tuk. 



Assembly concluded with students watching a video 

from the 2009 Junior School Speech Night giving a 

snapshot of all the challenges and opportunities the stu-

dents can look forward to experiencing in 2010. 

 

At Williamstown this week, James Gabb (3W) and Finn 

Hicks-Bullock (3J) did a great job in hosting the first As-

sembly for 2010.  Madison Muir (2C) and Thomas 

Braham (2M) shared a prayer about showing respect to 

others as we begin a new school year.  Ella Bradwell 

(3W) then performed a piano solo entitled, “Whoopee Ti-

Yi-Yo”. 

 

Whole School Photograph 
Every five years, we have a special photograph taken of 

the whole school.  2010 sees this activity happening 

once again.  In the past, we have had to place all the 

students at the one time onto some very extensive scaf-

folding.  This has invariably been a very lengthy and 

tedious process.  However, with advances in technology, 

this is no longer necessary and the whole school photo-

graph will be put together by taking individual photos and 

photo-shopping accordingly.  Parents are advised that 

these photos will be taken on Monday, 22 February, with 

the back-up date (if required) being Tuesday, 23 Feb. 

 

‘Lock Down’ Drill 
Today, the Prep to Year 2 students at both campuses 

experienced a „Lock Down‟ drill.  Exercises like this are 

important to ensure our preparedness should we ever 

need to respond in this manner.  Further opportunities to 

experience lock down or evacuation drills will take place 

for all students throughout the year. 

 

Senior School Swimming Carnival 
Parents are advised that Junior School students travel-

ling home by bus next Monday will be taken (by bus) to 

the Werribee Swimming Pool, where they will re-board 

their normal bus for the trip home.  Consequently, these 

students will finish the day a little earlier as they will 

need to depart for the pool at 2:45 p.m.  (Please note 

that Junior School staff members will travel with the Jun-

ior School bus students to the Werribee Pool and will 

oversee the process of transferring them to their correct 

bus.) 

 

 

Junior School Leadership Programme 
A famous French Diplomat once stated, “I am more 

afraid of an army of 100 sheep led by a lion than an 

army of 100 lions led by a sheep.” 

The Year Six students are considered the leaders of the 

Junior School. This week, they stepped up and proved 

that being leaders is more than just being in the final 

year of primary school.  All three classes took part in an 

intense two day programme that taught them many skills 

for the year ahead and for the future.  The first day be-

gan with various teamwork activities, which the students 

thoroughly enjoyed.  In particular, they gained an appre-

ciation  that “Together Everyone Achieves More!”  Stu-

dents learnt some very important skills such as listening, 

being assertive and improving their public speaking 

through role-playing, decision-making and class discus-

sion.  We also had a special guest speaker in Mr. Bark-

lamb who spoke to all the students about aspects of 

leadership and his position as Head of the Junior 

School.  We concluded the programme by brainstorming 

various ways in which we can improve the School, raise 

money for special projects and make our time at school 

more fun.  

 

The next step for the Year Six students is to select an 

enthusiastic group who will form the Junior School Coun-

cil. This group will meet regularly throughout the year to 

try and achieve the goals put forward by our very deter-

mined and enthusiastic group of „lions‟. 

 
(Please note that an Induction Ceremony for this year‟s 

Junior School Captains will be held in the Auditorium 

next Wednesday, 17 February). 

 
Mr Mario Chrisanthou, Upper Primary Coordinator 
 

Community News 
The Old Westbourne Football Club is seeking players for 

a new Youth Girls (13-18 years) AFL Team.  All teams in 

the competition play on Saturdays in Kensington.  The 

Club would also be interested to hear from anyone who 

would be interested in coaching this team in its inaugural 

year.  Meanwhile, there are still opportunities for players 

to register for the Club‟s Under 9 to 16 age groups.  

These teams play in the WRFL competition.  For more 

information contact Graeme Clarke on 0414 984 702 or 

email the Club at secretary@oldwestbourneafc.com.au 
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A group of Kampuchea House children enjoy playing a board game in the Mia Mia 

Community Centre. 

The Kampuchea House children worked enthusiastically with the Westbourne 

visitors to create a mural along one of the walls of the Mia Mia Community Centre. 

mailto:secretary@oldwestbourneafc.com.au

