
From the Head of Junior School 
Official Opening of New Playground  
Last Thursday morning, the new „adventure‟ style 

playground at the Truganina Campus was officially 

opened by the current Junior School Auxiliary President, 

Ms Michelle Smart and the Immediate Past President, 

Mrs Rosemary Marfatia.  Special guests also included 

current Auxiliary Executive members, Mrs Diana 

McGrath, Mrs Leanne Stevens and Mrs Shona Taylor, 

along with former Executive members, Mrs Maureen 

Broadway and Mrs Merrill Brophy.  It was wonderful to 

have these representatives from the past two Executive 

Committees in attendance, as it is through the superb 

fundraising efforts of the Junior School Auxiliary that this 

wonderful new facility has been made possible. 

 

In glorious sunshine, the formal proceedings were 

commenced by the Junior School Co-Captain, Yvette 

Koso.  Yvette welcomed our special guests and then 

thanked the Auxiliary on behalf of her peers for providing 

the new playground.  Prep students, Lance Rayner and 

Jasmine Wong then led a chorus of three cheers to 

express everyone‟s thanks to the Auxiliary.  Having 

added a few words of thanks myself, it was time for all 

the Truganina students to participate in a very 

enthusiastic countdown that led to Ms Smart and Mrs 

Marfatia cutting the ribbon to declare the playground 

officially opened.   

 

After some morning tea, there was great excitement as, 

for the first time, students had a chance to make their 

way through the playground which has a diverse range 

of components to it.  For example, there is a creek bed, 

a winding path that leads to the top of a rock 

embankment, a cubby with an adjacent little jetty that 

has a boat moored nearby (in sand not water!), a big 

bridge structure with a secret hiding place underneath it, 

voice tubes and the list goes on! 

 

Indeed, the new playground was designed to promote 

lots of imaginative and experiential play and, if the past 

few days are anything to go by, I have no doubt that it 

will achieve this purpose.  Students across the year 

levels have already had a great deal of fun exploring the 

playground and it will provide countless hours of 

enjoyment for many years to come. 

 

I take this opportunity to thank a number of people who 

have helped bring this major project  to fruition.   

Landscape architect, Maree Conheady, worked closely 

with groups of students last year to determine what 

elements should be incorporated in the initial design for 

the new playground.  The playground manufacturer,  

„Adventure Playground‟ and the landscaping firm, „Arena 

Gardens‟ have done a great job turning these ideas into 

reality.  The Property Manager, Mr Paul Bowker and our 

School Maintenance Team have worked tirelessly 

behind the scenes to put the finishing touches to the 

playground, as well as refurbishing the nearby play 

equipment.   

Parents, grandparents and friends of the Junior School 

have given extremely generously over the past couple of 

years - through activities like the Walkathon - to make 

this new playground possible.  And last but by no means 

least, I want to thank the amazingly dedicated and hard-

working Auxiliary for the enormous amount of time and 

effort that has gone into raising funds for this project.  In 

particular, I would like to acknowledge the President, Ms 

Michelle Smart and the Immediate Past President, Mrs 

Rosemary Marfatia, who have been instrumental in 

making this fantastic new facility a reality.   

 

Junior School Staffing Arrangements for 2010 

Staffing arrangements for 2010 classes have now been 

finalised.  Every year a great deal of thought goes into 

this process, as we always set out to achieve the best 

possible outcome for students.  At the same time, it is 

important that we continue to develop staff members‟ 

skills, talents and career aspirations.  The class teachers 

for next year are as follows: 

 

Truganina Campus: 
Prep:   Miss Julie Arcadiou    Mrs Kylie McKerrow 
Year 1:  Ms Melissa Balfour    Mrs Nicole Armatas /        
                                                Mrs  Kim Mitchell 
Year 2:  Ms Georgia Boam    Ms Pamela  Wooding 
Year 3:  Mrs Bronwyn Nisbet   Mrs Helen Xinomilakis 
Year 4:  Mrs Cate Grech    Mr Lee Hayhow 
              Mrs Rebecca Ratu  
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Year 5:   Mrs Melissa Davis    Mrs Diana Liston  
               Mr David Walker 
Year 6:   Mr Mario Chrisanthou  Mrs Jill Green     
               Ms Emma Woodall  
 
Williamstown Campus: 
Prep:    TBC                   Miss Jane Reid 
Year 1:   Mrs Asher Colvin         Mrs Annette Murdoch 
Year 2:   Mrs Andrea Cameron  Mr Brenton Menzies 
Year 3:   Mr Chris James       Ms Hayley Williams 
 
Please note: Mrs Helen Xinomilakis and Ms Hayley 

Williams have been introduced to the Junior School 

community in previous newsletters.  Parents already 

know Mrs Diana Liston, as she was formerly Mrs 

Calderwood before remarrying last weekend.  We 

congratulate Mrs Liston on this news and welcome her 

back from leave. Parents will note that, at the 

Williamstown Campus, there is still one class position to 

be filled.  However, an offer has been made to a very 

experienced and well-credentialed teacher, who has had 

extensive experience teaching at the Preparatory level.  

She has accepted this offer verbally and now we are 

waiting for the paper work to be completed.   

 

Placement of Students for 2010 

Junior School teachers are currently taking a great deal 

of care and time to place students for 2010.  Many 

factors are taken into account in this process as we are 

obviously striving to achieve a balance in areas such as 

gender, academic ability, co-curricular strengths and 

talents, friendship groupings, class dynamics, etc.  

Teachers expect to conclude this process next week, 

although the students will not be told the final outcome 

until the afternoon before 2010 Day.  In the case of our 

new Preps, classes will not be finalised until the week 

following 2010 Day, as we wish to seize every 

opportunity between now and then to place the students 

appropriately. 

 

Appointment of Lower Primary Coordinator  

With Mr Thompson‟s departure at the end of this year, I 

am pleased to announce that Mrs Annette Murdoch has 

been appointed to the role of Lower Primary Coordinator 

(Williamstown Campus) from the beginning of 2010.  Mrs 

Murdoch is well-known to the Williamstown Grammar 

community as she has been teaching at that campus for 

a number of years.  Apart from other qualities she will 

bring to this role, Mrs Murdoch will also provide a 

considerable amount of „local knowledge‟ to Ms 

McNaughton who is transferring to Williamstown 

Grammar in 2010 as Head of Campus while Ms Lentini 

is on maternity leave. 

 

Student Achievement 

Mitchell Burgess (4G) ran at the VPSSA Championships 

at Olympic Park on Monday, 26 October.  He ran very 

well in both semi-finals to qualify for the final of the 100m 

and 200m in the 10 year boys age group.  To be in a 

final of eight competitors, after having run at the school, 

district, zone and regional levels, is a wonderful effort.  In 

the final, Mitchell came 5th in the 100m and 8th in the 

200m.  We congratulate Mitchell on such an impressive 

achievement. Upper Primary students, Arthur Dimitriou, 

Michael Yoseski and William Nuttall have been selected 

in the Western Region Under 13 Team (known as 

„Western Wolves‟) to compete in the Victorian 

Champions League.  This League is Football Federation 

Victoria‟s premier representative competition for juniors 

and forms an important step in the pathway to State and 

National selection for young footballers (soccer players).  

Well done to Arthur, Michael and William for being 

awarded this honour! 

 

Building Works 

Parents at the Truganina Campus will have seen that 

considerable progress has been made with the Holy 

Trinity Hall, which is now almost to „lock up‟ stage.   

 
At the Williamstown Campus, the rear stair project is 

nearing completion and from next week, preparations 

will be in full swing for the construction of our new multi-

purpose hall.  As a consequence, Williamstown 

parents are advised that the entrance to the School 

from Douglas Parade will be blocked as of this 

coming Monday.  The only access to the 

Williamstown Campus will be from óThe Strandô.  

While this change will cause some inconvenience to 

families, the closing of the Douglas Parade entrance is 

necessary in order to ensure the safety and well-being of 

students and family members.  With the builders and 

associated sub-contractors coming and going, it would 

simply be unsafe to continue to have this entrance as an 

access point.   

Mr Paul Barklamb, Head of Junior School 
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Ms Smart and Mrs Marfatia fittingly have the honour of cutting the ribbon to 

declare the new playground officially open. 

Prep student, Elana Krcevinac took delight in discovering the ósecretô hiding 

place under the bridge structure in the new playground. 



Prep Camp 
On Friday, 23 October, the Prep students from both 

campuses enjoyed the last of the camping programmes 

for this year, the „Prep Camp‟.  The students came along 

in their casual clothes and started the day by cooking up 

some delicious damper.  Our Williamstown friends joined 

us after lunch to participate in a chocolate treasure hunt 

followed by a journey to the Senior School Gymnasium 

where Mr Borg and Mrs Jamieson had many sporting 

games for everyone to play. After a lovely camp sing-a-

long, the much anticipated pizza delivery arrived and 

was thoroughly enjoyed.  A terrific time was had by all 

and there were plenty of tired preps and teachers by the 

end of the evening! 

. 

Mrs Kylie McKerrow, Preparatory Teacher 

 

Assembly 
Last week‟s Assembly at the Williamstown Campus was 

hosted by Liam Lam (3M) and Ashleigh Murdoch (3M).  

Our discussion on values surrounded the concept of 

„Compassion‟.  Kathryn Chrisoulis (2M), Liam Gunn (2C) 

and Ronan O‟Connor (2C) read the Prayer.  Vivian Lam 

(2C) performed a piano solo entitled „Minuet‟ and Ben 

Johnson (2M) performed a piano solo entitled „Arioso‟. 

 

Mr Mark Thompson (Lower Primary Coordinator, 

Williamstown) 

 

NB. There was no Assembly at the Truganina Campus 

last week as classes attended Chapel and there was no 

Assembly this week due to the long weekend. 

 

Williamstown Soiree 
Last evening at the Williamstown Campus, a number of 

students took the opportunity to perform in a soiree for 

their parents.  We congratulate the following students 

who took part: Piano - Oliver Fonsboel, Jackson Brook, 

Charles Aquilina, Laura Hudson-Jones, Wil Tattersall, 

Cassandra White, George Pitliangas, Gabriela Moraes, 

Chelsea Davis, Samuel Karabinas, Mia Snell, Chloe 

Black, Jeremy New, Marina Karabinas, Emmanouil 

Vourvahakis, Liam Francis, Harvey Whittaker, Ronan 

O‟Connor, India Sher, Joshua Sabini, Alexander 

Dymalovski, Sam Robinson, Giselle Hobden, Finn Hicks 

Bullock, Issy Atchinson, Alyssa Bearzi, Emily Thompson, 

Darcy Nathan, Leo Esposito, James Konstantinidis, 

Peter Pitliangas, James Plevnik, Isabella Stojcevski, Ella 

Bradwell, Connor Wall, Marcus Konstantinidis, Bella 

Dymalovski and Ben Johnson; Violin: Max Thompson 

and Christopher Corbett. We thank everyone who came 

along to the soiree to support these students and we 

also thank the Music staff (including Ms Hickey, Ms 

Holian, Mrs Lund, Mr Southwood and Mr Smith) who 

helped the children prepare for this special occasion. 

Westbourne Foundation Limited 

Annual Golf Day 
The Westbourne Foundation held its 7th Annual Golf Day 

at the Kooringal Golf Club on Wednesday, 28 October, 

2009.  A key event on the School‟s calendar, this day is 

seen as an opportunity to fundraise, as well as an 

opportunity for school suppliers and service providers to 

“network” with each other and senior staff members. 

 

This year‟s event was a great success not only in terms 

of fundraising but also in the number of participants.  

Indeed, 88 players registered to play for the event, of 

which five players were School representatives, two 

players were Business Managers from other 

Independent Schools and 81 players were from 

suppliers and service providers to the School. 

 

The golf day attracted a major sponsor; sponsors for 16 

holes; sponsors for two designated „long drive holes‟ and 

a sponsor for two „nearest the pin holes‟.  The golf day 

also attracted a range of prizes that were donated from 

various suppliers to the School.  The sponsors are listed 

below:  

 

Major Sponsor:  Threes a Crowd 

Hole Sponsors:  Computelec; Versatile Property 

Management; Metropolitan Canteens; NAB Education & 

Community Business; Marie Brereton Designs for 

Scuttle Clothing Pty Ltd; Contract Control Services Pty 

Ltd; Lantrak Materials; Curnow Freiverts Glover 

Architects; Programmed Maintenance Services; Coffey 

Projects; Lanier; Vision One Australia; Sita Buses, 

Muirfield Computer Services; Croxon Ramsay; Capital 

Finance. 

Longest Drives:  Willis Australia Insurance and Hunter 

Industrials Pty Ltd 
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The rear stair project at the Williamstown Campus is now close to completion. Year 1 student, Gariela Moraes, entertains the audience with a piano solo at last 

nightôs Williamstown Campus Soiree. 



Nearest the Pins:  Australian receivables limited 

Prizes:  various service providers and suppliers 

 

The philosophy of the golf day has been to generate 

funds from sponsorship; to provide quality prizes for the 

golf related activities as well as the provision of a range 

of „random draw‟ prizes to ensure that a number of 

participants leave the day with a prize/gift; and also to 

ensure that the whole day (which starts with a barbecue 

lunch followed by golf and finishes with drinks and finger 

food) is an experience that participants want to return to 

the following year. This event generated net funds of 

approximately $15000.  We thank all the sponsors and 

participants for their wonderful support and look forward 

to another successful event in 2010.  Any interested 

parties can contact Ian Foster on 9731 9444 or via email 

at fostei@westbourne.vic.edu.au. 

 

Finally, I would like to thank the Principal, Mr Ryan, who 

was the initiator of the Golf Day activity some 7 years 

ago.  The 2009 event is the last official golf day for Mr 

Ryan as Principal, but I am sure we will see him back 

playing as a very welcome guest at future events.  

 

Mr Ian Foster, Business Manager 

Performing Arts Festival DVD 
DVD‟s of this year‟s Performing Arts Festival are now 

available for purchase.  Order forms can be obtained 

from the Junior School Offices.  Any orders received at 

the Junior School Office by Wednesday, 18 November 

will be distributed during the following week.  However, 

orders received after this date must be placed directly 

with Wightwick Video Productions.   

 

Art Show 
The Westbourne Grammar School Exhibition 09 will be 

held from Thursday, 12 to Sunday, 15 November.  The 

creative talents of the Junior School students will be on 

display in the Foyer of the James Mitchell Centre.  

Parents and families are encouraged to come along and 

have a look at what the students have been doing in the 

Visual Arts Programme.  The Art Show will be open on 

Thursday evening from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m., continuing on 

Friday from 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. and over the weekend 

from 10:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. on both days.  Parents will 

also be able to view the Senior School Visual Arts 

Exhibition in the School Auditorium. 

 
Sharon Taylor, Head of Junior School Visual Arts 
 

Parent Information Evenings 
Parents are also reminded that there are a number of 

Information Sessions taking place next week.  A Parent 

Information Evening for 2010 Prep students and those 

new to the Truganina Campus is being held next 

Tuesday, 10 November and a similar evening for 

Williamstown parents will be held on the following night, 

Wednesday, 11 November.  Parents of Year 3 

Williamstown students moving to the Truganina Campus 

will have an Information Evening at Westbourne on 

Thursday, 12 November.  Parents involved in these 

evenings should have received specific correspondence 

about times and venues. 

 
P-2 Sports Day 
Parents are reminded that the Annual Prep–Year 2 

Sports Day will be held next Tuesday, 10 November at 

the Newport Athletics Track.  Correspondence about this 

event has previously been sent home to parents. 

 

Junior School Speech Night 
A  preliminary letter about Junior School Speech Night to 

be held on Thursday, 10 December, will be sent out to 

parents early next week.  Attached to this 

correspondence will be an order form for tickets.  

Parents are asked to return this order form as soon as 

possible but no later than Friday, 20 November.  (Please 

note that there is no charge for Speech Night tickets) 

 

Marquands Road Works Update 

One of our parents at the Truganina Campus has kindly 

informed the School that there are ongoing works to the 

northern end of Marquands Road and with all the new 

housing estates this is continuing to impact on the traffic 

flow around the School.  Apparently, any plans to seal 

that section of the road onto Leakes Road are still 6-12 

months away, so people will have to be patient for some 

time to come.    
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Prep students, Blake Hodgson-Rushbrooke, Laura McPhail and Rachel Bowyer 

enjoy an afternoon snack at the Prep Camp. 

Golfers enjoying the action at the recent Westbourne Foundation Golf Day 
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