
From the Head of Junior School  
A Busy Time Ahead  
Junior School Speech Night  
Parents are reminded that Junior School Speech Night 

will take place in the Melbourne Town Hall on Thursday 

evening, 10 December.  An initial letter about this event 

went out to parents earlier this month and all ticket 

requests should now have been received by the Junior 

School Secretaries.  If parents have not yet organised 

tickets, they should do so as soon as possible. 

 

2010 Day 

On Friday, 4 December, all students will spend a day 

with their new teacher and classmates for 2010.  

Classes at the Year 1 to 6 levels for next year have now 

been finalised, but they will not be announced until the 

afternoon immediately before 2010 Day.  The Prep 

classes for next year will be completed shortly after 2010 

Day and final arrangements will be communicated via 

mail to the parents concerned. 

 

Casual Clothes Day  

Parents are being given advanced notice that there will 

be a Casual Clothes Day on Wednesday, 9 December.  

This is the Social Service Committeeôs final fundraising 

activity for the year.  In order to participate in this event, 

the students will be asked to bring along a non-

perishable item of food.  These items will be passed onto 

Anglicare to be distributed to those in need over 

Christmas. 

 

Staffing Appointments for 2010  
The final staffing arrangements for 2010 are now 

complete. 

 

Mrs Tanya Turczyniak has been appointed to take one 

of the Preparatory classes at the Williamstown Campus.  

She holds a Bachelor of Education and a Diploma of 

Teaching (Primary) and comes to us from Manorvale 

Primary School, where she is a Leading Teacher and the 

Early Years Literacy Coordinator.  Mrs Turczyniak has 

had extensive experience teaching in the lower primary 

classes, particularly at the Preparatory level. 

Taking over from Ms Taylor in the Visual Arts role will be 

Ms Audrey Cardona.  Possessing a Bachelor of 

Education with Honours (Art), Ms Cardona has taught 

extensively overseas.   She took up her current position 

teaching Visual Arts at Haileybury College several years 

ago and has worked with students across the primary 

years.  Ms Cardona is an accomplished artist in her own 

right. 

 

With Ms Fujie Hiranoôs move into the Senior School, Mr 

Keisuke Ogawa has been appointed to take the 

Japanese classes at the Williamstown Campus.  Mr 

Keisuke holds a Bachelor of Business and a Post 

Graduate Diploma in Education.  Apart from extensive 

work as a Japanese Language Tutor, he has taught for 

three years at St Michaelôs Grammar School across a 

broad range of  year levels. 

 

We look forward to welcoming all three teachers to the 

Junior School Staff next year. 

 

Staffing News  
I am delighted to report that Ms Monaghan and her 

partner, Adam, are the proud parents of a beautiful baby 

boy named Kirby Dean, weighing 6lb 8oz.  Kirby was 

born late last week and given that Ms Monaghan had 

only just finished teaching her class, her sonôs arrival 

came a little earlier than anyone expected!  

Nevertheless, both mother and baby are doing really 

well and we send our best wishes to the family. 

 

Junior School Auxiliary AGM  
The Junior School Auxiliaryôs AGM will take place in the 

Senior School Meeting Room next Monday morning, 23 

November, commencing at 9:30 a.m.  The Auxiliary does 

a fantastic job in supporting the Junior School and 

raising funds for special projects and it is important that 

people continue to get involved if this group is to grow 

and flourish.  Please feel free to come along to the AGM 

next Monday and show your support for the incoming 

Executive Committee. 
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Building Works  
Truganina  
As parents at the Truganina Campus would no doubt 

have noticed, the relocation and refurbishment of the 

Holy Trinity Hall is nearing completion.  From an external 

perspective, this week saw the heritage listed óporticoô 

added to the front of the building.  Internally, things are 

moving rapidly, too.  The joinery and fittings are almost 

complete and the new and exciting learning spaces are 

quickly taking shape.  This impressive building is 

scheduled for completion by the end of this term and it 

will be great to have this new teaching facility up and 

running for the start of school next year. 

 

Williamstown  

At the rear of the Williamstown Campus, the playground 

equipment (which is being relocated to the main 

campus) has been removed.  Site excavations have 

commenced and building and planning permits have 

been issued.  I wish to thank the Williamstown parents 

for their patience, cooperation and understanding in 

regard to the closure of the Douglas Parade entrance to 

the School.  Due to safety reasons, this has simply been 

unavoidable, so I am most grateful to everyone for 

adapting to the new conditions so readily.  The 

inconvenience will certainly be worth it in the long run! 

 

Premierôs Reading Challenge 
I am sure that the students who participated in this 

yearôs Premierôs Reading Challenge (PRC) would have 

received a óbuzzô from seeing their name in the paper the 

weekend before last.  I congratulate all the children who 

took part in this very worthwhile activity and I also wish 

to thank Ms Woodall and Mrs Colvin for all the time and 

effort behind the scenes that went into organizing this 

yearôs PRC. 

 

Family Life Program  
Last Monday evening, an information session was held 

for Year 6 parents regarding the Family Life Program.  

The facilitator, Liz Worpel, gave parents an overview of 

the program, which subsequently commenced at the 

Year 6 level on Wednesday.  This program focuses on 

important and age appropriate matters to do with 

Sexuality Education and it has proven to be very 

beneficial in the past, particularly in the lead up to 

students entering their secondary years of schooling. 

 

P-2 Sports Day  
Parents are reminded that the P-2 Sports Day (which 

recently had to be postponed due to weather conditions) 

has been rescheduled for next Monday.  The event will 

take place at the Newport Athletics Track from 10:00 

a.m. to 2:45 p.m. 

 

Mini Mart  
As far as the students are concerned, the óMini Martô 

held today is one of the most anticipated events on the 

School calendar.  In conjunction with their teachers, the 

Year 6 classes are responsible for planning, organizing 

and implementing this huge fundraiser, with all proceeds 

going to Kampuchea House.  A report on this event will 

be included in the next newsletter. 

 

Mr Paul Barklamb, Head of Junior School  

 

Assembly  
Truganina  
On Monday, 9 November, a Prep to Year Six Assembly 

was held. The Junior String Orchestra started things off 

with an uplifting rendition of óCeltic Danceô by Mark 

Williams. Other musical items included the whole school 

joining together to sing óA.U.S.S.I.E.ô and a performance 

by Taylor Muscat. Taylor played the traditional piece 

óAway in a Mangerô on the flute.  

 

Certificates were presented to members of the Social 

Service Committee. Ms Boam and Mrs Grech thanked 

the Social Service students for their hard work in raising 

funds for the Victorian Bushfire Appeal and Kampuchea 

House. Ms Whelan presented certificates to the 

members of the 2009 Library Committee and 

acknowledged the assistance they had given her 

throughout the year.  Ms Whelan also recognised the 

efforts of the EEP (Extension and Enrichment Program) 

participants. 

 

 The Assembly concluded with Mrs Robinson presenting 

trophies to the winners and place getters of the Piano 
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Lana Wyatt, Klara Rawdanowicz, Imran Nasarudin, Eliza Cornelissen, Albert Tu and 

Laura Paull  proudly hold  trophies won at the recent Piano Competition. 

Nathan Tang, Michelle Thorpe, Liam Humphreys, Kelsey Hale and Nicola Wevling 
view an exhibition of service uniforms during their tour of the Shrine. 
 



Competition which was conducted last term. Mrs 

Robinson spoke about the high standard of the 

Competition and praised the amount of practice the 

students had done to achieve such excellent results.  

The Assembly highlighted how many students are 

involved in extra-curricular activities and reinforced that 

Westbourne is certainly a busy and exciting place to be! 

 

Ms Anne McNaughton, Deputy Head of Junior 

School  

 

News on Looking After Our 
Environment  
This year, the School has been part of the 

ResourceSmart AuSSI Vic Program.  Under the direction 

of Mr Geoff Poynton, a small group of teachers  have 

been working towards Westbourne becoming accredited 

as a five star sustainable school.  Recently, the School 

received the ResourceSmart Australian Sustainable 

Schools Initiative (AuSSI Vic) accreditation for both the 

Core and Waste modules.  Staff have participated in a 

number of professional development workshops.  They 

have also put in place sustainability policies and 

incorporated environmental learning experiences in the 

curriculum.  In the Junior School, we have a team of 

students (i.e. Environmental Committee) who manage 

the garden area near the vegetable patch as well as a 

worm farm. Year Five students maintain the vegetable 

patch. 

 

In 2010, Westbourne Grammar will be undertaking the 

ResourceSmart AuSSI Vic Energy Module, with a focus 

on reducing its carbon footprint. It also aims to achieve 

accreditation for the Water and Biodiversity Modules. On 

completion of these final modules, the School will be 

eligible for 5 Star accreditation.  

 
What can you do to help?  Initially, you can help us and 

your child/ren to have a cleaner school environment by 

reducing the amount of waste in your childôs lunch box 

(e.g. Try to make every day a óWaste Freeô Lunch Day!)  

Send play lunch and lunch to school in reusable 

containers that can be taken home and washed.  For 

future classroom luncheons or for any celebrations 

which involve food, the staff have agreed that children 

could help reduce waste coming into the School by 

bringing in their own (reusable) melamine cup and plate 

and then taking them home to be washed.  (You would 

not believe the amount of waste created by using plastic 

plates and cups after one of these events!)  Every little 

action will help reduce our Schoolôs impact on the 

environment. 

 

Mrs Nicole Sutton, Environmental Committee 

Coordinator  

 

Student Achievement  
On Sunday, 8 November, Phillip Audley attended the 

Badminton Under 13 State titles. He made the quarter 

finals in the Boys Singles event and was runner-up in the 

Mixed Doubles.  Unfortunately, the Boys Doubles rounds 

were cancelled due to the heat. As a result of his good 

play, Phillip has now been invited to participate in the 

Under 13 Victorian State selection trials this coming 

weekend.  We congratulate Phillip and wish him well for 

the trials. 

 

Around the School  
Year 6 Students Visit the Shrine of 
Remembrance  
Remembrance Day was particularly significant for the 

Year 6 students this year as they have spent the last five 

weeks learning about World War 1 and its impact on the 

people of Australia.  

 

As part of this unit of work, the students visited the 

Shrine of Remembrance on Thursday, 5 November. 

During their time at the Shrine, the students were taken 

on a tour of the building and they took part in a re-

enactment of a Remembrance Day service. During this 

service, they reflected on the terrors of war and the great 

sacrifice made by so many young people, as they 

watched the Ray of Light pass over the Stone of 

Remembrance.  

 

On Wednesday, 11 November, the Year 6 students 

returned to the Shrine to take part in the actual 

Remembrance Day service. The service featured a 

parade made up of representatives of the student cadet 

corps, the Light Horse Brigade and also a number of 

service men and dignitaries. The students enjoyed the 

fly over of the RAAF aeroplanes and jumped when the 

cannons were fired. They were also struck by the sacred 
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Annabel White, April Finlayson and Rachel Hudson-Jones  plant their ópoppies of 
dedicationô in the Field of Remembrance. 

Junior School Captains, Simon Trenker and  Yvette Koso  lay a wreath at the 
Shrine of Remembrance 



atmosphere experienced during the minute of silence.  

 

The staff and parents were greatly impressed by the 

respectful and reflective behaviour that the students 

demonstrated throughout the service.  Lest We Forget. 

Mrs Kate Rice, Year 6 Teacher  
 

Year 3 Zoo Excursion  
As an exciting end to our study of óEndangered Animalsô, 

the Year 3 students from Westbourne and Williamstown 

went on an excursion to the Melbourne Zoological 

Gardens.  We attended an education session to learn 

more about endangered species and the programmes 

that the Zoo offers  to help animals under threat.  We 

saw the orang-utans and the gorillas and heard about 

the óDonôt Palm Us Offô and the mobile recycling 

campaigns.  We also enjoyed touching a frog and a 

snake in the Discovery Centre.  We hope to pass on the 

knowledge we gained about these animals and various 

projects to our friends and family.  Included below are 

some reflections from our day out together. 

Mrs Rebecca Ratu, Year 3 Teacher  

 
When I was at the zoo I had lots of fun with my 

Westbourne and Williamstown friends. Cooper Read 

(3J) 

I loved my dad being at the excursion and I loved seeing 

the platypus and making our own plants.  

(Ashleigh Murdoch) 

I love seeing the animals and the orang-utans smiling for 

a photo. Shanaya Parussalla (3R) 

I really liked the zoo excursion because I got to hold a 

green tree frog. It squirted water because it thought I 

was a predator. Logan McPhail (3N) 

 

Year 1 Students Farm Visit  
On Tuesday, 17 November, Year 1M and 1T travelled to 

the Collingwood Childrenôs Farm.  The children had a 

great time and spent the day feeding and patting a 

variety of farm animals.  As we moved around the farm, 

the children listened to our farmer friends outlining what 

different animals ate and the products that they give us. 

The children also had the opportunity to ask questions 

and to observe a snapshot of farm life. The highlight of 

the day for all the children was being able to milk a cow. 

Mrs Annette Murdoch, Year 1 Teacher  

 

Preps Enjoy Some óHands Onô Learning 
This week, the Prep students at Westbourne have been 

learning about worms.  We have looked at how they 

move, what they eat and why they are good for the 

garden.  On Thursday, 19 November, the Prep students 

went out to explore the worm farm. They collected some 

worms, had a close look at their different parts and then 

watched them wriggle around.  They had lots of fun 

learning all about worms! 

 

Music News  
Guitar/Percussion Soiree  
On Wednesday, 4 November, the Guitar and Percussion 

Soirees were held at the School.  A number of Junior 

School participants performed at these soirees.  Abbey 

Snell, Maddison Borg and Liam Straughan performed 

guitar pieces and Mikhael Reid performed in the 

Percussion Soiree.  The students were able to hear a 

wide variety of pieces of varying difficulty and were 

inspired by Senior School students presenting some 

challenging works. 

 

Piano Festival  

On Tuesday, 27 October, our piano students from both 

the Junior and Senior Schools participated in a Piano 

Festival.  This is the fourth year that the event has been 

run.  The evening was divided into a series of soirees 

held at various venues around the School and featured 

the students of each of our following piano teachers; Mr 

Joseph Beckitt, Ms Diana Hatton, Mrs Vera Hillas, Ms 

Solvei Jankowski, Mrs Jennifer Lund, Mrs Rebecca 

Stewart, Mr Jason Smith, Ms Fiona Read and Mr Ian 

Southwood.  A wide range of music was presented by 

beginning students to highly accomplished and 

experienced performers. 

A highlight later in the evening was a performance held 

in the Auditorium, featuring our more advanced and 

accomplished performers.  Two students from the Junior 

School who performed in the feature concert were 

Amirrul Nasarudin and Klara Rawdanowicz, as well as a 

number of Senior School students.  All of the pianists 

who attended the concert were inspired by such musical 

talent and virtuosic playing.  The Festival provided the 

opportunity to showcase what can be achieved on the 

piano with consistent focus and dedication. 

Jason Smith, Head of Keyboard Studies  
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Connor Wall (3J) look son with interest at a snake being handled  at the Melbourne 
Zoo. 

Year 1 students, Madison Muir, Stephanie Murdoch and Romy  Cantwell enjoy their 
time at the Collingwood Childrenôs Farm. 


