
From the Head of Junior School  
 
Year 6 Luncheon  
Held in the Auditorium last Thursday, the Year 6 

Luncheon proved to be a fitting occasion upon which to 

acknowledge the achievements made by our current 

Year 6 students throughout their time in the Junior 

School.  After a welcome from the Upper Primary 

Coordinator, Mr Chrisanthou, Maddison Borg (6C) led 

the Grace.  Everyone then enjoyed a delightful two-

course lunch.  The Junior School Vice Co-Captains, 

Emily Matejin and William Nuttall gave excellent 

speeches during which they highlighted some of their 

most memorable moments in the Junior School.  

Speaking on behalf of the Staff, Mr Chrisanthou spoke 

about the learning journey he and the students had 

shared, and he congratulated them on all they had 

achieved throughout 2009.  The School Co-Captains, 

Yvette Koso and Simon Trenker then proposed a toast 

to the School and I responded by proposing a toast to 

the Year 6 students and wishing them well for the future. 

The speeches concluded with the Principal, Mr Ryan 

welcoming the Year 6 students to the Senior School next 

year. 

 

The Luncheon finished with presentations to a group of 

Year 6 mothers who very kindly prepared and served the 

lunch, and a special presentation was made to Mrs 

Rees, who did a wonderful job in coordinating the 

Luncheon.  Indeed, Mrs Rees has undertaken this 

coordination role for a number of years and we are 

extremely grateful for all her help over that time. 

  

Overall, it was a great celebration and a perfect way to 

farewell the Year 6 students of 2009.  They have been 

an extremely impressive group of students and they are 

a credit to themselves, their teachers and their parents. 

We wish them every success as they now move onto the 

next exciting chapter in their lives. 

Student Leaders  

The process of selecting our Junior School leaders for 

2010 has been an extensive one.  Initially, a small group 

of Year 5 students made a presentation to their peers.  

Each of these students can be very proud of their efforts 

as they did an excellent job and proved they were very 

worthy candidates.  All the Year 5 students then cast 

their vote and the teaching staff followed suit, with 

several lengthy meetings taking place, before a final 

decision was reached.   

 
The outcome of this process sees the following students 

being appointed as Junior School Captains for 2010 and 

we congratulate them on their new role. 

 
School Co-Captains: Samyuktha Rajagopalan  
and Kieren Azzopardi 
 
Vice Co-Captains: Brigitte Tattersall and Vinh Hong   
 
Music Captains:    Madeline Liprino and Adam Stevens 
 
House Captains:    
Gerity:  Laura Agosta and Michael Yoseski 
Miller: Natasha Currao and Arthur Dimitriou 
Price: Jennifer Huynh and Prabhjeet Gill  
Steedman: Dalia Yousif and Lachlan Fox 
 

(Please note: The induction of these captains will take 

place at an Assembly early next year.) 

 

Finally, there will also be a number of other important 

leadership positions on offer throughout next year, 

including specific roles on committees, captains of 

sporting teams, leaders of musical groups, etc.  Also, we 

have stressed to the students that everyone will be 

called upon to demonstrate leadership qualities next 

year, as they will all be role models for the younger 

students in our Junior School. 

 

Junior School Art Show  

Several weeks ago, the Annual Junior School Art Show 

was held in the James Mitchell Building. This event 

showcased the wonderful work that Junior School 

students have produced in the area of Art.  Every child 

was represented in the Art Show which is a feat in itself.  

I congratulate the students on their very impressive 

artwork and I also take this opportunity to thank Ms 
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Taylor and Ms George, who put in an enormous amount 

of work to make this event possible. 

 

Artist in Residence Program  
Yesterday, we saw the culmination of this yearôs Artist in 

Residence Program with the installation of a magnificent 

new archway leading to the new playground at the 

Truganina Campus.  This work of art is the result of a 

collaborative process between Junior School students 

and our visiting overwrought metalwork specialist, David 

Dawson.   The archway is being dedicated to the 

memory of Mrs Bettina Gallen, who passed away earlier 

this year after a long and courageous battle with cancer.  

People will see the initials, óBGô, in the beautiful 

metalwork sculpture, which is what Mrs Gallenôs friends 

affectionately called her.  

 

Junior School Auxiliary Annual General 

Meeting  

The Junior School Auxiliary held its Annual General 

Meeting on Monday, 23 November, during which the 

Executive Committee for 2010 was elected.  The 

Committee consists of Ms Michelle Smart (President), 

Mrs Leanne Stevens (Secretary), Ms Diana McGrath 

(Treasurer), Mrs Fiona Newman and Mrs Philippa Petty 

(Joint Campus Coordinators, Westbourne), Mrs Shona 

Taylor (Campus Coordinator, Williamstown) and Mrs 

Karen Audley (Swap Shop Coordinator).   

 
Not only do I wish the new Committee well for the 

upcoming year, but I also take this opportunity to thank 

all the Auxiliary members and helpers who have worked 

so tirelessly for the Junior School throughout 2009.  

There is no doubt that the Auxiliary makes an 

outstanding contribution to the life of the Junior School.  

It supports a diverse range of activities and it also 

undertakes a number of fundraising initiatives, which 

directly benefit the students.  This year, these 

fundraising efforts have seen the establishment of a new 

óadventureô type playground at the Truganina Campus, 

for which we are most grateful.  I extend my heartfelt 

thanks to Ms Smart and her wonderful Executive Team 

for all their hard work over the past twelve months.  

 

I also wish to acknowledge the efforts of the Class 

Representatives and our Swap Shop team, including 

Mrs Anne Eustace, Mrs Maryanne Rees, Mrs Leonie 

Martinez and Mrs Sue Attwater.  Mrs Eustace has 

coordinated this area for many years, despite no longer 

having students in the Junior School.  As she 

relinquishes this role, we thank her for all her efforts over 

such a long period of time. 

 
Finally, I want to thank the parents of the Junior School 

for their ongoing support of the Auxiliaryôs fundraising 

initiatives.  The generosity of our parents never ceases 

to amaze me! 

 
Message from the Auxiliary 
Parents are asked to note the following dates in their 

diary for next yearôs Auxiliary Welcome Morning Teas:  

Truganina Campus ï Monday, 8 February, directly 

before the first meeting 

Williamstown ï Thursday, 11 February 

Also, the Auxiliary and I wish to acknowledge Paulôs 

Traditional Bakery for supplying the rolls for this weekôs 

Hamburger Lunch. We also thank all the parents who 

assisted with this activity. 

Mini Mart  

The Junior School was a hive of activity last Thursday 

week, as the Year 6 students put on a spectacular óMini 

Martô.  There was a huge range of stalls covering 

everything from food and drink items, to games and 

competitions.  With the Year 6 students and staff having 

prepared for this special day for some time, the whole 

event ran extremely smoothly and was great fun.  

Through this initiative, the students have raised over 

$4700, which is a record amount.  I congratulate the 

students, staff and parents of the Year 6 classes on this 

fantastic achievement and I thank everyone who so 

generously supported the Mini Mart.  The proceeds from 

this yearôs Mini Mart will go to further developing the 

facilities at Kampuchea House in Cambodia.  

 

Reports  
I have been busy reading and signing reports over the 

past couple of weeks.  It has been pleasing to see the 

progress that students have made over the past twelve 

months.  I hope that when parents receive the reports, 

they celebrate this progress, rather than concentrating 

simply on the end result.  This helps to reinforce that 

their learning is a journey - indeed a life-long one!  The 
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Junior School Co-Captains, Yvette Koso and Simon Trenker hold the ice-cream 
cake that was used as a desert at the Year Six Luncheon. 

Year 3 students join Ms Taylor and visiting artist, David Dawson, for a photo at the 
opening of the new archway. 



Semester Two reports will be posted out to parents early 
next week. 

Carol Service  

The Annual Carol Service was held last Monday night at 

Holy Trinity Church in Williamstown.  The music was a 

delight and I was very proud of the members of the 

Williamstown Choir (conducted by Mr Elston) and the 

Junior School Concert Choir (conducted by Ms Belinda 

Rasen).  Liam Straughan (6R) and Michaela Markovski 

(6G ) also contributed to the service by reading a lesson 

very impressively. 

 

Final Assembly  
Held on Tuesday of this week, the final Combined 
Assembly for the year was a busy and special one.   
 
All the gifts that had been so generously donated by 

families within our Junior School were handed over to 

Ms Wendy Mullins from Anglicare.  (NB. These gifts will 

be distributed by Anglicare at Christmas time to less 

fortunate children within our community.)   

 

Certificates were awarded to members of the Future 

Problem Solving (FPS) Squad as well as the Maths 

Olympiad (MOPS) Team, and Jordan Truong (6G) was 

presented with a trophy to recognise his outstanding 

achievement in being this yearôs highest scorer in the 

MOPS competition.   

 
Presentations were made to the Executive members of 

the Auxiliary to thank them for their wonderful work 

throughout the year.  Prize winners for 2009 were 

announced, as were the School leaders for 2010.  The 

Assembly concluded with some special presentations to 

staff.  We wished Mrs Sutton and Ms Taylor well for their 

upcoming leave, we farewelled Ms Hirano, Mrs 

Jamieson and Mr Thompson and we wished Mrs Rice 

and Ms Lentini all the best for their upcoming maternity 

leave. 

 

2010 Day 
Last Friday, the Preps came into school for their final 

transition visit before starting next year, and those 

students new to the school along with our current 

students spent the day with their class teachers for 

2010.  From all reports, the day proved to be a great 

opportunity for teachers and students to get to know one 

another in preparation for next year. 

 

Casual Clothes Day /Christmas Giving Tree  
All the items of food which were collected as a result of 

the childrenôs participation in our Casual Clothes Day 

yesterday have been passed onto Anglicare for 

distribution to families in need over Christmas.  Similarly 

(as mentioned previously in this newsletter) the gifts that 

were placed under our Christmas Giving Trees have 

also been passed onto Anglicare.  I thank members of 

our Junior School community for so generously 

supporting this worthy charity. 

 

Junior School Dance Parties  

Over the past week, both Junior School campuses have 

run a Disco/Dance Party to raise funds for the Schoolôs 

main charity, Kampuchea House.  Not only was a 

substantial amount of money raised but the students had 

a great deal of fun in the process.  I particularly want to 

thank Jackson McLennan, the fellow members of his 

band, Dean and Alex, and his father Rob, for making the 

Dance Party at the Truganina Campus such a 

memorable event.  Jackson, Alex and Dean, who form 

the band, óBoyracerô, provided some wonderful 

entertainment to a very appreciative audience. 

 
I also wish to thank Mrs Grech, Ms Boam (Truganina 

Campus) and Mr James (Williamstown Campus) for 

organising these events. 

 

Speech Night and the End of Year  
What an incredibly busy year 2009 has been!  A great 

deal has been accomplished throughout the past twelve 

months and I look forward to celebrating the studentsô 

many achievements at this eveningôs Speech Night.   

Speech Night commences promptly at 7:30 p.m. in the 

Melbourne Town Hall and it promises to be a fitting 

conclusion to the school year. 

 
In conclusion, I wish everyone the peace and blessings 

of the Christmas Season and a very happy, prosperous 

2010. 

 
Mr Paul Barklamb  
Head of Junior School  
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Two of the Junior School Social Service Committee members, Lily Foxall and 
Benjamin Krawczyszyn help to stack the Christmas Tree presents generously 
donated by Junior School families to the Anglicare Christmas Appeal. 

Katie Long, Megan Caudry, Madeline Hendy and McKinley Dalton get into the swing 
of things at last weekôs Dance Party to raise funds for Kampuchea House. 



Assemblies  
Truganina  

It was lovely to see so many parents at the final 

Truganina Lower Primary Assembly for the year.  Hosted 

by Brigette Marks and Sam Doyle, the Assembly took on 

a musical flavour.  Accompanied by Ms Jankowski on 

piano and assisted by Mrs Suster, the Year 3R Strings 

Group played a selection of pieces including óOld 

McDonaldô, óFrere Jacquesô, an Antonio Vivaldi number 

called óSpringô and a piece by Sheila Nelson entitled 

óHoedownô.  The students in 3N delighted the audience 

with the singing of a ótimes tableô song.  Ms. Whelan 

presented certificates to members of the 2009 Junior 

Extension and Enrichment Programme.  The Assembly 

concluded with the singing of óDown by the Bayô which 

conjured up thoughts of what we can look forward to 

over the forthcoming holidays.  I would like to take this 

opportunity to thank our dedicated staff, wonderful 

students and supportive parents for making our 

Departmental Assemblies such enjoyable and 

informative occasions this year.   

 

Ms Pamela Wooding, Lower Primary Co -ordinator,  

Truganina  

 

The final Upper School Assembly opened with students 

enthusiastically singing óDownunder in Australiaô.  Lana 

Wyatt performed a piano solo entitled, óWhen You Grow 

Upô composed by Willard Palmer.  Katie Long performed 

a violin solo entitled, óJotaô.  All students were very 

excited to hear the Sports Captains announce the results 

from the Lightning Premiership, which proved to be a 

very successful day.  Ms Woodall announced the award 

winners for the Premierôs Reading Challenge and named 

Price as the winning House with the most books read 

over the year.  Well done to Price!  Mrs Green also 

spoke about the canoeing trip and then showed Annabel 

White and April Finlaysonôs video clip that illustrated 

exactly how much fun the Outdoor Education 

Programme has been. I would like to take this 

opportunity to thank the Captains of 2009. They have 

supported me throughout the year and have run our 

assemblies with the utmost professionalism. 

 

Mr Mario Chrisanthou, Upper Primary Coordinator  
 

Williamstown  

The second last Assembly at the Williamstown Campus 

was hosted by Abby Dethick (3J), Alyssa Bearzi (3M) 

and Jessica Neville (3J).  Our discussion on values 

surrounded óResilienceô.  Zandros Zafiropoulos (2C) and 

Finn Hicks-Bullock (2M) read the prayer.  Harry Fenn 

(3M) performed a piano solo entitled óRaindropsô and 

Romy Cantwell (1M) performed a piano solo entitled 

óFrom a Wigwamô. 

 

The final Williamstown Campus Assembly for the year 

was hosted by Laura Hudson-Jones (3M), Elisha Tran 

(3J) and Cooper Read (3J).  Our discussion on values 

focused on óEndeavourô.  James Gabb (2C) Isabella 

Dymalovski (2M) and Noah Straughan (2M) read the 

prayer.  James Plevnik (2M) performed a piano solo 

entitled óRow Row Row Your Boatô, Emily Thompson 

(2M) performed a piano solo entitled óBingoô and Marina 

Karabinas (2M) performed a piano solo entitled óQuiet 

Riverô.  The hosts spoke very fondly of Miss Lentini and 

wished her well for her maternity leave next year.  They 

also spoke of  Mr Thompsonôs departure from the 

Williamstown Campus and wished him well for his new 

role at St Michaelôs Grammar School in 2010. 

 

Mr Mark Thompson, Lower Primary Coordinator, 
Williamstown  
 

Around  the School  
Prep-2 Sports Day  
On Monday 23 November, we had our Prep to Year 2 

Sports Day.  It was a beautiful, sunny day.  The weather 

people said it was going to rain, but lucky for us it didnôt!  

Each class competed in nine fun-filled activities.  My 

class started with the sack races, followed by the 

skipping relay, then the egg and spoon race.  Next we 

went to the hurdles and then came shot put, frisbee, long 

jump, throwing the vortex and finally the sprints.  My 

favourite activity was the sprints.  All the students thank 

Mrs Jamieson and Mr Borg for organising this great day. 

Jordan Kennedy, 2W Student  

 

Prep Excursion to the Zoo  

On Wednesday, 18 November, the Preps from both 

campuses went on an excursion to the Zoo.  They were 

able to visit the butterfly enclosure, the reptiles, the 

elephants and orang-a-tangs and many other interesting 
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Prep students enjoy their visit to the Melbourne Zoo. Matthew Mercieca and Yianni Blanas enjoy milking a cow at the Collingwood 
Childrenôs Farm. 


