
From the Head of Junior School  
 

Official Opening of Holy Trinity Junior 
School Hall  
Last Monday week was a very special occasion for 

everyone in the Junior School with the Deputy Prime 

Minister, the Hon. Julia Gillard MP, officially opening the 

Holy Trinity Junior School Hall.   

 

I was extremely proud of all our Junior School students 

who lined the pathway to the new hall in order to form a 

Guard of Honour for our special guest.  Indeed, the 

Deputy Prime Minister commented on how impressively 

the children presented themselves and stood in line.  

 

The official ceremony inside the hall saw the Junior 

School Co-Captains, Samyuktha Rajagopalan and 

Kieren Azzopardi, do a great job of welcoming our 

distinguished visitors.  I then spoke briefly about the 

features of the new complex and how it will benefit our 

students.  Mr Ryan shared with the audience the history 

of this relocated and totally refurbished building (i.e. in 

the first half of last century it housed our Junior School) 

and the Deputy Prime Minister gave a short speech and 

along with some help from our Co-Captains, she 

unveiled a plaque and officially declared the building 

open.  Reverend Durinck blessed the building and the 

Chair of Council, Mrs Diane John, formally thanked Ms 

Gillard for opening our new hall. 

 

It was then time for the Deputy Prime Minister and our 

guests to tour the rest of the building.  Mrs Davis and 5D 

had the honour of being the first class to use the new 

Science Technology Centre and Ms Gillard was very 

interested in the flight experiments being undertaken by 

the students.  Then it was time to move into the new 

Computer Laboratory, where Mrs Ratu and 4R were 

researching aspects of óImmigrationô as part of their 

Integrated Studies topic for this term.  I am most grateful 

to both classes and their teachers for the very fine 

manner in which they represented the School on this 

important occasion. 

 

 

I also take this opportunity to thank all the Truganina 

parents for their help in getting students promptly to 

school last Monday week.  Having such a major event 

first thing on a Monday morning was certainly a 

challenge, but with everyoneôs support things ran 

extremely smoothly. 

 

Induction of Junior School Leaders  
Last Wednesday, this yearôs Junior School leaders were 

inducted into their respective roles.  In essence, this 

meant that they took a pledge to serve others and to fulfil 

their leadership responsibilities to the best of their ability.  

They were joined for this special occasion by their 

parents and other family members.   

We congratulate Samyuktha Rajagopalan, Kieren 

Azzopardi (Junior School Co-Captains); Brigitte 

Tattersall, Vinh Hong (Junior School Vice Captains); 

Madeline Liprino, Adam Stevens (Junior School Music 

Captains); as well as House Captains, Natasha Currao, 

Arthur Dimitriou (Gerity); Laura Agosta, Michael Yoseski 

(Miller); Jennifer Huynh, Prahbjeet Gill (Price); Dalia 

Yousif and Lachlan Fox (Steedman). 

 

 During the Assembly, the Music Captains provided our 

first items for the year and both gave excellent 

performances.  Madeline Liprino performed a flute solo 

entitled óRonda Alla Turcaô by A Mozart, and Adam 

Stevens performed a piano solo entitled óAt Schoolô by C 

Gurlitt. 

 

The Induction Ceremony also marked the first occasion 

that the Preps had joined the rest of the Junior School 

for an Assembly, and I must say that they carried 

themselves like seasoned veterans.  Well done, Preps! 

 

Staff News  
I am delighted to report that Ms Lentini and her husband 

are now the proud parents of a baby boy.  Weighing 7 lb 

2 oz, Thomas Andrew was born late in the afternoon last 

Monday week.  Both Ms Lentini and Thomas are doing 

very well and we look forward to a visit from them 

sometime in the not too distant future. 
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Junior School Inter -House Swimming 

Carnival  
Held two weeks ago, at the Wyndham Indoor Pool 

complex, the Inter-House Swimming Carnival was 

keenly contested by all the Year 3 to 6 students.  He 

programme consisted of 25 and 50 metre events in the 

various disciplines as well as a range of novelty events 

for the less proficient swimmers.  All the children are to 

be congratulated on their efforts throughout the day, as 

well as the good sportsmanship that was on display.  

The final results were as follows:  

 Miller             1413 

 Steedman     1227 

            Price             1216 
      Gerity            1079 
 
Well done to Miller on taking out this yearôs Inter-House 

Swimming Shield!  I also want to thank the group of Year 

10 students and the many parents who kindly assisted 

with the running of the Carnival.   

 

Finally, I extend a big óthankyouô to Ms Gross and Mr 

Borg, who put so much time and effort into making this 

occasion such a success. 

 

Mr Paul Barklamb, Head of Junior School  

New Spelling Tool in the Junior 
School  
During 2009, Westbourne staff in both the Junior and 

Senior School undertook a review of our current 

teaching program in Spelling. The School looked at 

current practice and ways to improve teaching and 

learning, with the belief that any changes to the current 

program must be sustainable from Prep to Year 10.  

English teachers and Junior School staff have since 

undertaken significant amounts of professional 

development and in 2010 have introduced the THRASS 

teaching tool as part of the Spelling program. 

 

Junior School students have been introduced to new 

terminology which they have grasped quickly and have 

been keen to share with each other and likewise their 

parents. The terminology not only compliments the 

literacy terms which they were already familiar with, but 

it also provides a common language for students (i.e. 

across year levels) to discuss the phonetic structure of 

English. As a parent, the terms you will become familiar 

with are: whole word, syllables, phonemes (speech 

sounds), graph (a single letter spelling choice e.g. a in 

was), digraph (a two letter spelling choice e.g. th in this), 

trigraph (a three letter spelling choice e.g. igh in light), 

consonants and vowels. 

 

The THRASS chart is the reference point for students, 

providing them with the most common spelling choice for 

each phoneme (sound).  The chart is divided into 

consonants and vowels, with the 24 consonant sounds 

and 20 vowel sounds represented.  From the beginning 

of Prep, students will be taught all the names of the 

alphabet letters and the most common sounds the letters 

and letter combinations make, as well as learning the 

chart pictures and sound boxes so they are able to refer 

to the chart to assist them when writing. Studentsô 

knowledge of the chart will be extended as they move 

through the early years of Junior School, until they are 

competent in making accurate spelling choices using 

their knowledge of spelling choices, combined with their 

visual, meaning and etymological knowledge. 

 

As a school, we are excited by the changes we have 

made to the spelling program and are thrilled by the 

interest it has generated in students and teachers.  A 

little later in the year, we will be holding a Parent 

Information Evening for parents (date to be confirmed) in 

order to explain the THRASS tool in greater detail.  

 

Ms Andrea Elliot, Director of Curriculum 

Development  

Westbourne Snow Sports Team  
With Melbourneôs warm weather at this time of the year, 

it might seem a strange time to start thinking of the Inter-

School Winter Snow Sports Competition to be held at Mt 

Buller in the last week of August, but for those involved 

there are obviously accommodation issues, etc, to be 

considered.  Last year, Westbourne Grammar entered 

four students in this competition.  Despite this being the 

Schoolôs first foray into snow sports, all the students did 

themselves and the School proud.   

This year, we are intending to enter another team and 

we are calling for interested parents to contact Greg 

Bottoms either by email at greg@abefire.com.au or by 

phone on 0419 365 162. 
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The Junior School Co-Captains lead the Deputy Prime Minister and the Official 

Party through a óGuard of Honourô. 

Mrs Davis and members of the 5D class explain an experiment on óflightô to the 

Deputy Prime Minister. 

mailto:greg@abefire.com.au


We are planning an information evening to be held in 

March to explain how the event works and any relevant 

expectations from the Schoolôs perspective. 

 
Mr Greg Bottoms, Parent and Coordinator of the  
Westbourne Inter -School Snow Sports Team  
 

Family Maths Night  
On Thursday, 11 March, we will be holding a Family 

Maths Night in the Holy Trinity Hall.  The evening will 

commence promptly at 6:30 p.m. and will conclude at 

8:30 p.m.  The presenter for the evening will be Barbara 

Keld.  It promises to be a relaxed and fun-filled evening 

with a smorgasbord of activities. Families will explore a 

range of maths games and puzzles and students will be 

able to challenge their parents in a variety of óhands onô 

tasks.  Places for this evening are limited so we 

encourage parents to reply early to the letter which has 

been sent out to all families at the Prep - Year 3 level. 

 

Miss Jane Reid, Lower Primary Maths Coordinator  
 

Around the School  

Students Learn About Road Safety  
Yesterday, the children in Prep and Year 2 at 

Williamstown Grammar School had a visit by Maree 

Parkinson from the RACV to talk about road safety.  The 

activities were particularly relevant for the Year 2 

students, as they are currently learning all about road 

safety through their Integrated Studies unit on óSafe 
Travelsô.  The children enjoyed listening to a story, and 

pretending they were passengers in a car and singing 

along to some catchy songs.  The Prep students also 

found this visit very useful as they are new to school and 

were very keen to know all about the pedestrian crossing 

at the front of the school and why it is important to hold a 

grown-ups hand when crossing the road.  It was a very 

valuable learning activity for all concerned. 

 
Mr Brenton Menzies, Year 2 Teacher, Williamstown  
 

Year 4 Students Visit the Immigration 
Museum  
Year 4 students attended the Immigration Museum last 

Tuesday week and were fortunate to have an education 

session to learn more about immigration.  They heard a 

range of personal stories and they then had the 

opportunity to look through the different exhibits at the 

Museum.  The students enjoyed seeing the many 

different artefacts, photographs and films which helped 

to increase their knowledge of the Integrated Studies 

topic for this term. 

 

Mrs Rebecca Ratu, Year 4 Teacher  

 

Below, two students provide a reflection on their 

experience of visiting the Immigration Museum: 

 

I enjoyed going through the Immigration Museum on our 

recent excursion.  I lay in the bottom bunks of the 

ópretendô ship and heard the sounds of it creaking.  It 

gave me a sense of how an immigrant travelling by boat 

would have felt.  We also pretended to interview a man 

who wanted to live in Australia.  I would have been 

scared to be interviewed like him. He was asked some 

tough questions. I enjoyed the day. 

Stephanie Grobbelaar, 4 R  

 

We went into a classroom session during our excursion.  

We were told stories about immigrants travelling to 

Australia. The first one was about an English woman 

named Rebecca Greaves who travelled here by ship. 

The second story was of a Vietnamese lady named Cuc 

Lam.  Later, I got to dress up as one of Rebeccaôs 

brothers, who was a miner. My dad was able to come 

and see us on the excursion which was fun, too.  

Liam McCall, 4 R  

 
Western Bulldogs Football Clinic  
On Tuesday, 16 February, the Williamstown Year 3 

students were treated to an Aussie Rules Football clinic 

by two Western Bulldogs AFL players.  We were very 

lucky to have Josh Hill and Dylan Addison, two young 

players each with nearly 50 games of AFL experience 

behind them.  

 

After a warm up, the two players led the Year 3ôs 

through a series of basic skill drills which involved hand-

balling, kicking and marking.  The children were very 

enthusiastic and well behaved.  The clinic concluded 

with a kicking competition between Josh and Dylan and 

a bit of fun time.   

The players then had a question and answer session 

with the children, where they were interrogated 
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The 2010 Junior School Captains take time out for a photo with their parents, 

following the recent Induction Ceremony. 

Visiting expert, Michelle Hutchison, demonstrates to staff and students how to use 

the THRASS charts. 



rigorously about the Bulldogs chances this season. 

Josh and Dylan were obliging enough to come back to 

School to sign autographs for the children as well as 

making time to meet the Preps.  

 
Mr Joe Borg, PE Teacher  
 

óMangaô Art Club 
Last Tuesday, 24 students from Years 5 and 6 made 

their way to the Art Room during lunch time to become 

the first members of our newly established óMangaô Club. 

Students were introduced to the magnificent world of 

Japanese cartoon drawings (Manga) where they learned 

how to draw a face in this particular style.  Each week, 

the students will have the opportunity to learn different 

techniques, share ideas and read Manga books. The 

members of the club will meet every Tuesday during 

lunch time in the Art Room and I invite all Year 5 and 6 

students to attend.  

 

Ms Audrey Cardona, Art Teacher  
 

Assemblies  
Lucas Cameron (3W) and Isabella Dymalovski (3J) 

hosted our Assembly at the Williamstown Campus this 

week.  Innes Beech (2C) and Michael Caleo (2M) led the 

prayer and spoke about how important it is to care for 

our friends.  Cassandra White (3J) performed óIndian 

Songô on the piano and Emily Thompson (3W) 

performed a piece entitled óCowboy Songô.  Ermioni  

Pitliangas (Prep T), Ava Hatzopoulos (1M), George 

Popovitch (2M), Finn Hicks-Bullock (3J) and James 

Konstantinidis (3J) were our classroom reporters this 

week and they all shared exciting things that have been 

happening in their classrooms. 

 
Mrs Annette Murdoch, Lower Primary Coordinator, 
Williamstown  
 
Please note: Westbourneôs P-6 Assembly saw the 

induction of this yearôs Junior School leaders (as 

outlined earlier in this newsletter). 

 

Car Parking at Williamstown  
The School has received another complaint from one of 

our neighbours down at the Williamstown Campus.  The 

other day the resident was held up leaving for work as a 

parent had parked across the driveway.  While parking is 

challenging at the moment with the current building work 

in progress, all parents are asked to exercise common 

courtesy by parking appropriately and respecting the 

rights of the Schoolôs neighbours. 

 

Williamstown Festival  
Year 3 students (from both campuses) have been invited 

to participate in this yearôs Williamstown Festival Parade, 

which is taking place on Sunday morning, 14 March.  

The theme for the Festival is óWearin Williamstownô and 

in their Art classes, the students have been preparing 

frames with a botanical or marine flavour.  The students 

have also been put through their paces by a local 

choreographer, so they are looking forward to 

participating in this fun activity.  For anyone who wants 

to support the students on the day, the Parade 

commences at 10:30 a.m. along Nelson Place. 

 

Community News  
The Werribee Junior Badminton Club is in need of new 

players aged 7 to 17 years.  Beginners are welcome and 

coaching and games take place every Thursday from 

6:15 p.m. to 7:45 p.m. at the Werribee Sports and 

Fitness Centre (35 Ballan Road, Werribee).  For further 

information, phone Tanya on 9749 6362. 
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Year 2 students, Isabella Krbaleski and George Popvitch, enjoy participating in a 

road safety session with Maree Parkinson from the RACV. 

Year 4 students thoroughly enjoyed their recent excursion to the 

Immigration Museum in the Melbourne CBD. 

Western Bulldogs AFL players, Josh Hill and Dylan Addison, take students from 

Williamstown Grammar School through a training drill. 


