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Westbourne Grammar School

orizons

junior school

From the Head of Junior School
National Curriculum

Last week, the draft K-10 Australian Curriculum was
released for national consultation, which will extend
through to 23 May, 2010. This draft documentation
covers the key learning areas of English, Mathematics,
Science and History, with other areas to be covered in
due course.

This is a significant development as up until now,
Australia has never had a National Curriculum. The
states and territories have always gone their own way in
terms of curriculum, and certainly for those who have
moved from one part of the country to another continuity
of learning has always presented something of a
challenge. It has also meant a duplication of resources
with all the states and territories developing and
supporting their own curriculum.

At the same time, it is important that the new curriculum
meets the needs of a very diverse population around the
country and feedback from all stakeholders is
encouraged.

Staff at Westbourne are currently working their way
through this documentation and they will be providing
feedback on it. Parents are welcome to provide
feedback on it, too. The draft curriculum is available at
www.australiancurriculum.edu.au Parents will need to
register their details in order to obtain a login and
password.

Sharing the Learning Journey
In a world where we find ourselves increasingly busy

with the demands of our workplace and life in general,
the importance of building relationships with our children
cannot be overstated. If it is one regret that | have with
my own children, it is that they have grown up all too
quickly and | now know that | will never have that time
with them again.

Therefore, seize opportunities to spend time with your
children in sharing the learning journey with them.
Engage in discussions about what they are doing at
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school Tal k over the di
activities. Read together of a night time or alternatively

at the upper primary levels, discuss themes or

characters in the current novel being read. Playing

board games and
chall engesd are other
students can share in the learning process.

Last night, | thoroughly enjoyed watching parents and
students interact at our Family Maths Night. It was
terrific to see mums, dads and their children playing
mathematical games with such enthusiasm and
enjoyment. | am grateful to those who came along and
shared in this experience and | also extend my thanks to
the Lower Primary Mathematics Coordinators, Mrs
Nisbet and Ms Reid for organising this very valuable
activity.

I'n the same
parents who assisted with
both Junior School campuses. Not only did they help in
providing a special treat for all the students, but you
could also see their own
out of mum or dad being involved at school in this way.

The piece below highlights the value of taking the time to
share in |ifeds |l earning
piece that | have published before, but | think it is worthy
of further reflection.

If I had the chance to raise my child again

I would finger paint more and point the finger less

I would do less correcting and more connecting

| would take my mind of my watch and watch more with
my eyes

| would care to know less and know to care more

I would take more hikes and fly more kites

| would stop playing serious and seriously play

I would run through more fields and gaze at more stars
| would do more hugging and less tugging

| would be firm less often and affirm much more

I would be building self-esteem first and the house later
| would teach less about the love of power and more
about the power of love. (Source unknown)
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Ebony Dodemaide and her mother enjoy an activity at the Family Maths Night.

District Swimming Carnival
Last Wednesday week, a significant number of

Westbourne students competed in the District Swimming
Carnival at MSAC. | was very proud of all our
competitors, many of whom
best times). It was obvious that they gained great
satisfaction from representing their school in this
competition. | also wish to acknowledge the wonderful
support we got from a large group of parents and |
thank Ms Gross and Mr Borg for all their hard work in
training and organising the team. (A more detailed
report on this sporting event is provided later in this
newsletter).

Building Developments
Having gained access to our wonderful new hall and

science technology facility at the Truganina Campus, the
focus in regard to building developments now turns to
the hall being built at the Williamstown Campus. While
progress has been a little slower than expected (150
truckloads of rock were taken away from the site before
any construction work could commence!), work on this
project is expected to accelerate over the next couple of
weeks. To this point, a large underground water tank,
which is designed specifically to help cool the building,
has been completed and within the next fortnight,
members of the School community will see the actual
form of the building taking shape, with the erection of all
the steel work. At this stage, the new hall is expected to
be completed around the middle of July.

Homework
While it has become fashionable for some schools in the

local area to very publicly state that they do not have any
homework expectations, Westbourne believes that there
is value in children completing homework tasks but there
are some key points to keep in mind. The research in
this area says that at the primary school level, homework
tasks should be kept brief and that they must be relevant
to the needs of the students. It is also important that the
students get appropriate feedback on these tasks.

Accordingly, the Junior School specifies guidelines for
how long students should spend on homework tasks at
the respective year levels. These time limits are set out
on page 57 of the Record Book. We ask that the
guidelines be adhered to, as allowing children to spend

The special water tank beneath the new hall being constructed at the Williamstown
Campus will help to cool the building.

too much time on homework can be counter-productive.
While it is fine for parents to monitor what is being done
for homework, it is vital that the tasks are completed by
the children, not the parents. It would be appreciated,

a chioweeer, dfdparBnB 6 could( assise in  remendisgo thei

children to return homework tasks to school by the due
date.

If parents have any concerns about homework, they
should make <contact wi t h

Remember that in addition to the homework tasks set by
the class teacher, we also want children to be reading on
a very regular basis at home and there are expectations
at various levels in regard to practising instruments as
part of the class-based instrumental music programme.

Kampuchea House Fundraiser
In order to support the wonderful work being done with

t he School 6s maj or
Orphanage in Cambodia, members of the School
community are invited to
This badge was designed in Cambodia and represents a
cross between a hug and a cuddle, hence the origin of
the name.

Badges will be on sale between now and the end of
term. They can be purchased at a cost of $2 each from
the Junior School Office. Alternatively, student leaders
will visit classes to sell the badges. All proceeds will go
directly to developing the facilities at Kampuchea House.

Donation of Easter Eggs
With Easter approaching rapidly, the School is once

again requesting that Junior School families consider
donating an Easter egg for those children who are less
privileged in our local community. Donations can be left
at either of the Junior School Offices over the next two
weeks. They will then be passed onto local charities for
distribution.

Year Level Camps

The Year 1 Camp takes place today at the Williamstown
Campus. Parents are reminded that students need to be
collected from that campus at 8:00 p.m.
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Members of the Westbourne Team take time out for a photo at the District Swimming
Carnival.

The Year 6 students depart for their camp at Valley
Homestead in north-eastern Victoria on Monday
morning. Students are requested to be at school by 8:00
a.m. and parents dropping them off are asked not to
park anywhere near the Westbourne Bus terminal, so as
not to impede the movement of school buses.

Year 3/4 Camp Information Evening
Parents of students in Years 3 & 4 are reminded that

there will be a Camp Information Evening on Tuesday,
23 March in the Holy Trinity Junior School Hall. The
evening will commence at 7:00 p.m. and is expected to
run for approximately an hour.

Mr Paul Barklamb, Head of Junior school

SYDSA Swimming Carnival

Over recent weeks, a squad of over 50 students from
Year 3-6 has been training in preparation for the Annual
District Swimming Carnival. Team selection for this
squad was based upon -Houdee
Carnival, training trial times, as well as commitment to
the squad and its training regime. Swim Squad Captains
were also chosen under this criteria and Hannah Olver
and Ben Thomas were duly appointed in the lead up to
the District Carnival.

On Wednesday, 3 March, the squad headed over the
bridge to the MSAC Stadium, where we competed
against nine other Melbourne schools in the outdoor
Olympic size pool. Our results were pleasing and
consistent throughout the carnival, but our biggest thrill
was watching 98% of our squad achieve personal best
times. Indeed, some of our swimmers shaved as much
as five seconds off their previous best time!

Two girls, Tammy Huynh, in the 10 and Under
Backstroke and Paris Vasta, in both the 11 Year old
Breaststroke and Freestyle events, will now be moving
forward to compete at the Zone Swimming Carnival. We
wish them all the best for this carnival.

Congratulations are extended to all of our squad
members on their positive attitude and commitment to
the sport. Thanks also go to the parents and Mr Borg on
the support they provided in training the team.

Ms Yolanda Gross, Head of Junior School PE / Sport

Junior School Vice Captains and Social Service Representatives, Brigitte Tattersall
and Vinh Hong, display the O6Huggl eséo
Kampuchea House.

Australian Sustainable Schools
Initiative

In late 2008, Westbourne Grammar School expressed
interest in participating in the Australian Sustainable
Schools Initiative Victoria (AuSSI Vic). In 2009, CERES,
on behalf of Sustainability Victoria, offered our school
one of only 60 funded places in the ResourceSmart
Schools Core Module.

This AuSSI Vic initiative gives focus, direction and
support to the wonderful work being done by so many
dedicated teaching and non-teaching staff in schools
across the country. The Core Module is intended to
establish a sound framework (within the school) on
whi ch to build in the
the Futured and concentrat

Operations: Policy, Infrastructure & Systems

Curriculum: Themes & Cross-curricular
opportunities

Community: Supporting organisations & Programs

School 6s I nter
Initially, this was mainly focused on the Junior School,

but it soon became apparent that the work carried out
over the past decade would tick most of the accreditation
boxes for the Core Module. Our Ceres facilitator decided
to extend our parameters to include the Senior School
and the four sustainability resource modules of Waste,
Water, Biodiversity and Energy.

ResourceSmart Schools 5 Star Certification is a stepping
stone process through these modules:

badges

es

whi ¢

future.

on

One star:
Core module completed
Two star:
Core module plus two resource modules
completed
Three star:
Core module plus three resource module
completed
Four star:
Core module plus four resource modules
completed
Five star:
Al modul es plus demonstrated
Sustainabilityd | eadershi
Being a fully accredited Waste Wise School,

Westbourne completed the Waste module without any
extra action being
Manager, Paul Bowker, acquired considerable water

required.
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Prep students, Georgette Lueddeke, Noah Stojkovski and Dana Sparrius show off
their prized possessions at the recent Teddy Bears Picnic.

grant aid to put in place substantial water improvements,
including water tanks (some connected to the toilets),
dual flush cisterns and improved drainage. These
projects, coupled with the environmentally sensitive
designed new James Mitchell Centre & Geoff Ryan MYP
Building enabled the Ceres facilitator to give Westbourne
a two star rating for Core, Water & Waste Modules at the
end of last year. Also in 2009, the Year 10
Environmental Studies class, ably guided by Ms
Cincotta, focused on the Biodiversity Module completing

an audit of the School 6s
School 6s pl anting by
students (i.e. the Prepsbd

focused on native species which are inherently water

The Preps at Williamstown had great fun coming to school in their pyjamas for
Pyjama Day.

Club. This event has proven to be very successful over
the past couple of years, so mums are advised to put
Friday, 7 May in their diary. Ticketing information will be
sent home early next term.

Around the School

Teddy Bears Picnic
On Monday, 1% March, the Preps from Truganina
travelled by bus to meet their Prep friends from

bear ahd partl*@iﬁa{e(ﬁ in m'%lﬁy

games and of course enjoying some delicious teddy

tolerant. - The Senior School Environment Group has bear biscuits. It was the first excursion for our Prep
_d evel op ? d ipaper r g cyc I i .n g Ostuaeﬂtgand I&ssoffdn%és%éjd b)PaM. Ms Gal a
ts setting up sustainabilitypydgjieMcRelrbw, Bréparitsry Thacher 1S V2
and hopefully a Senior School vegie garden. At the (Truganina Campus)
same time, the Junior School Environment Group
continues to thrive. Pyjama Day

This week commenced with

This year, Westbourne is once again funded by
ResourceSmart Schools. However, this time around our
focus is on Energy and completing the Biodiversity
Module. Hopefully, by the end of 2010, Westbourne will
have achieved a 5 Star rating in Sustainability, which
would be a great achievement.

Mr Geoff Poynton

Westbourne Sustainability Management Group

Auskick

Sayers Road Auskick is currently taking online
registrations for its Sunday morning sessions which run
from 9:00 a.m. on the front oval at Westbourne Grammar
School. There are also Registration Days on Sunday,
14 March and Saturday, 20 March, respectively. Both
these days will run from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. Dates
for this season are still to be finalised but it is anticipated
that the first day will be Sunday, 28 March. The cost of
the Auskick program will be $65. Please emalil
sayersroadauskick@gmail.com with any enquiries.

Auxiliary News
The Junior School will again be holding its Annual
Mot her 6s Day Luncheon at

t hpeovidédanct uary

students at Williamstown Grammar. With the letter focus
for the week being the
in many exciting activities from making popcorn to
measuring the perimeter of shapes using popcorn
pieces. The students and their Teddy Bear friends
enjoyed a fun filled day. They just had to make sure that
they didnodt fall asl eep
pyjamas at school!

Ms Jane Reid, Preparatory Teacher

(Williamstown Campus)

Community News

Free Sunglasses

An optometrist in the Williamstown area is offering free
sunglasses for students from three to ten years of age,
as part of a health campaign to prevent eye disease.
Please note that this offer expires at the end of March.

If parents want to avail themselves of this offer, they
need to obtain a fAFree
form from the Junior School Office (Williamstown
Campus) and then take this form with their child to the
practice, at which time the free pair of sunglasses will be
Lakes Gol f
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