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Westbourne Grammar School

orizons

junior school

From the Head of Junior School

Outdoor Education Program
The Junior School Outdoor Education Program for 2010

is now well underway with two year level camps having
been completed in the past fortnight.

Held last Friday week at the Williamstown Campus, the
Year 1 Camp provided students with an extended day
that concluded at 8:00 p.m. The camp was a lot of fun
and it was wonderful to see the students thoroughly
enjoying all the activities, as well as a dinner of fish and
chips.

Last week, the Year 6 students set off for five days in
north-eastern Victoria. Staying at Valley Homestead just
out of Myrtleford, the students undertook a range of
challenges which required initiative, teamwork and a
degree of courage. The fact that they tackled the
activities on offer in such an accomplished manner is a
testament to the developmental and sequential nature of
the Junior School 6s
is no doubt that the experiences they have on camp at
the younger levels help to prepare them for activities on
the Year 6 Camp, such as camping out in tents, building
and racing rafts down a river, rock climbing and
navigating a 10 metre high ropes course.

More detailed reports are included later in this
newsletter, but apart from congratulating the students on
their efforts, | also want to thank the staff who worked so
hard to make these Outdoor Education experiences
such valuable ones for the students.

On Tuesday evening, a Camp Information Evening was
held for parents of students in Years 3 and 4. Students
at these levels will be heading off to camp in Week 2 of
next term.

Staffing News

I am very pleased to announce the appointment of two
new staff members who will be replacing teachers going
on maternity leave next term.
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Mrs Corinne Zammit will take over from Mrs McKerrow
(Prep, Truganina Campus) at the beginning of next term.
She is a very experienced teacher, having taught at a
number of schools both in South Australia and Victoria.
She holds a Diploma of Education (Primary) and a
Bachelor of Education. Mrs Zammit is very familiar with
the ethos and culture of the School as two of her three
children attend Westbourne. She has spent this week
working alongside Mrs McKerrow to facilitate a thorough
handover between the two teachers.

Ms Susie Moxey has been appointed to take over from
Mrs Colvin (Year 1, Wiliamstown Campus) at the
beginning of next term. She holds a Bachelor of
Business Management and a Graduate Diploma in
Education (Primary). She comes to us having taught at
three state schools to the north of Melbourne. Ms
Moxey is also very familiar with Westbourne as she is a
former student of the School. She will spend the first
week of next term working alongside Mrs Colvin, as part
of the handover process.
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Junior School. On behalf of everyone, | also take this
opportunity to wish Mrs McKerrow and Mrs Colvin well
for their maternity leave and we look forward to hearing
their exciting news in due course.

Finally, 1 wish to acknowledge the efforts of Ms Laura
Asher in an Aideod6s role
for Mrs Mantello who has been on leave caring for her
son who has battled ill health since the beginning of the
year . Ms Asherds gentl e
have been much appreciated and we wish her well in her
future teaching career. We also look forward to
welcoming Mrs Mantello back for the start of Term 2.

Interactive White Boards
No doubt parents will have noticed the Interactive White

Boards (IWBs) which have been installed in the majority
of classrooms across both campuses over the past
couple of weeks. Teachers and students are greatly
looking forward to utilising this technology, which has the
capacity to considerably enhance the teaching and
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Year 3 students add colour and style to the Williamstown Festival Parade

learning practices within the Junior School. Staff are
currently undertaking training on the IWBs. You will hear
more about them in due course, but at this point |
certainly want to thank the Junior School Auxiliary for its
contribution to the purchase of this equipment.

Williamstown Festival
The weekend before last saw a number of our Year 3

students participating in the 2010 Williamstown Festival
Parade. This event was a great deal of fun and | am
most grateful to those families who made it possible for
the students to
their colourful and eye-catching photo frames and some
cleverly arranged moves, the students certainly attracted
plenty of attention from those watching the proceedings.
| take this opportunity to thank the Junior School Art
Staff, Mrs Hillas and Mrs Cardona, who not only assisted
the children in making the photo frames, but were
responsible for overseeing our participation in this very
worthwhile community activity.

Grandparent so
On Tuesday, the Truganina Campus

Grandparentsd Day for
It was a memorable occasion for all concerned with the
children delighting in seeing their grandparents at school
and this feeling being reciprocated by our visitors.

Day
held a

Grandparentsdé Day
School Hall with a welcome from me, followed by the
Preps singing a bracket of songs for our special visitors.
The Lower Primary Coordinator, Ms Wooding provided
an outl ine of t he mor ni
grandparents, Prep students and their Year 6 buddies
headed off to complete the rotation of activities. These
included making a photo frame, memory booklet and
book mark. A morning tea followed and the Preps sang
a couple of farewell songs to their grandparents.

The occasion was a great success and | thank all the
grandparents who came along to share this experience
with their grandchildren. | also want to acknowledge the
considerable amount of time and effort that Ms Wooding
and the Prep teachers, Ms Arcadiou and Mrs McKerrow,
put into organising this activity.
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Max Dell er enjoys Grandparentsd Day

Matthew Sappenberghs.

NB. The Williamstown Campus Preps are holding their
Grandparentsd Day today.

Holy Trinity Congregation Members

Visit the Junior School

Last Saturday afternoon, about 40 members of the Holy
Trinity Church congregation visited the Truganina
Campus for a tour of the recently relocated and totally
refurbished Holy Trinity Junior School Hall. The visit
began with Year 1 student, Elizabeth Croft, symbolically
opening the hall, just as she had closed the hall a
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an explanation of how the hall is being used by the
Junior School students, Reverend Durinck spoke about
the historical connections between the Church Hall and
our School. Then it was time for a group of Year 6
students to lead tours through the complex. There is no
doubt that the visitors were extremely impressed with
what has been achieved and they enthusiastically
assembled back in the hall for some afternoon tea and to
reminisce about times past in the hall.

| am most grateful to the Year 6 students including

Rrabhjegt (Gill. Herty Hpulsteorg, Maigyy Sytpliffe. $agal ¢ |

Newman, Samyuktha Rajagopalan, Kieren Azzopardi,
Cameron Atchinson, Vinh Hong, Jennifer Huynh and
Deana Sirianni, who kindly volunteered to host our
visitors and lead the tours. Their help was particularly
gppyecipted @s they hag beep away,all week of (he, Yeg
6 Camp.

OSHC News
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Williamstown Campus recently went through a Quality
Assurance process and | am delighted to report that the
service achieved a rating of High Quality. Indeed, the
service obtained 474 out of a possible 480 indicators,
which is an excellent result. Congratulations are
extended to Jaime Floros (OSHC Coordinator) and her
team on achieving such a high rating.

Social Service Initiatives
A big thank you is extended to all those who have
purchased 6Huggl esd badges
pins (which symbolically represent the combination of a
hug and a cuddle) have been sold to raise funds for the
School 6s major charity,
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Year 1 student, Elizabeth Croft, assisted by members of the Holy Trinity Church
congregation, symbolically opens the new hall.

Our appreciation is also extended to those families who
have kindly donated Easter eggs to be distributed to less
privileged children in the local community.

Junior School Receives Voucher for
Sports Equipment

Through the efforts of Mr Menzies (Year 2 Teacher,
Williamstown) in being one of the first teachers to
organise an incursion on road safety by the RACV, the
Williamstown Campus has received a Rebel Sports
voucher for $250. This money will be used to purchase
a range of balls for that campus. Good work, Mr
Menzies!

Long Service Leave for HOJS

| wi || be taking two
of Term 2. My family and | will use the school holidays
and these extra couple of weeks to travel overseas.
This is the first time | have taken long service leave
since starting my teaching career and | am certainly
looking forward to spending some quality time with my
wife and two children.

While | am away, the Deputy Heads, Ms McNaughton
and Mrs Lewis, will be in charge of the Junior School. |
know that | am leaving things in very capable hands.

| wish everyone a very happy Easter and a restful,
enjoyable break.

Mr Paul Barklamb, Head of Junior School

Student Achievement

At the recent Zone Swimming Championships, Tammy
Huynh finished 3™ in the 10 and Under Backstroke event
in a time of 46.11 seconds. In this age group, Paris
Vasta finished 1% in the Freestyle event in a time of
32.25 secs. She also finished 1% in the Breaststroke
event in a time of 39.44 seconds, breaking the Zone
record that had stood for over a decade. Tammy and
Paris are to be congratulated on their efforts.

In the diving competition, Cooper Read performed
extremely well, finishing second in his age group.
Cooper narrowly missed out on first place by just 1.5
points. Well done, Cooper!

weekso

Tammy Huynh, Paris Vasta and Cooper Read performed extremely well in the
recent swimming and diving championships.

Paris Vasta backed up her performance at the Zone
Championships by finishing 2™ in the Freestyle event
and 1% in the Breaststroke event in her age group at the
Regional Championships. Paris will now contest the
State Swimming Championships in both events and we
wish her all the best for this high profile Carnival.

Year 6 students, Laura Agosta, Igor Petrenko and
Samyuktha Rajagopalan have all made it through to the
Regional Tennis Championships to be held on the 4™
May. These students were selected from all the schools
in the District and it is quite an accomplishment for
Westbourne to be supplying three of the six players for
the team. Furthermore, Samyuktha and Igor are the

chosen number one players for the District Team.
|l ong service | eave at the

Assemblies

At Williamstown this week, Chloe Black (3W) and Liam
Gunn (3J) hosted our Assembly. George Pitliangas (2C)
and Romy Cantwell (2M) led us in prayer about how we
should all endeavour to do our best. Ben Johnson (3W)
played 61l d6ve Been
McKinstry (2M) also performed a piano solo entitled,
6Mal aguena. 6 Angel a
(both of 1C) were our classroom reporters this week and
shared with us all the exciting things that happened on
the Year One Camp. Our Assembly then concluded with
Year 2C and 2M students entertaining us with two lively
songs about O0Road Safetybo.

Mrs Annette Murdoch. Lower Primary Coordinator,
Williamstown

This weekébés Lower Primary
hosted by Ebony Dodemaide (3N) and Lucas
Chrisanthou (3N). Two students entertained the
audience with piano solos. Daniel Cassetta (2B)
performed 6Up on the
played 6Pop Goes the
Assembly will be held in Term 2. Parents are most
welcome to attend.

Ms Pamela Wooding Lower Primary Coordinator

The Upper Primary Assembly began with a video
highlights package showing the Year 4 and 5 students
what they have to look forward to on the Year 6 Camp.
Jackson-Lee Robbins and Mikhael Reid played
percussion for the Laonndd,.
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Students enjoy a snack on the Year 1 camp.

Jackson t hen pl ayed a
Mar ket 8 composed bSportd3 ecavhes
were invited to announce the Sports Captains for the
Summer competition. The following students will
hopefully lead our teams to premierships later this year:
Igor Petrenko (Tennis), James Lewer and Darby Sexton
(Sofcrosse), Dimitra Blanas and Mason Kirkwood
(Tchoukball), Tiffany Draghiciu and Aisha Nuredini
(Basketball), Cameron Atchinson and Emily Mclver
(Softball), Mc Ki nl ey
(Cricket). Al | Captains spoke
performances against Wesley College and St. Leonards
College. Shayden Chrisostom followed by performing a
guitar sol o entitl éid ,Woodal o |
encouraged all students to
Reading Challenge and Mrs Green reminded the Year 5
and 6 students about the Chess Programme which will
run during Term 2.

At the Assembly before last, Cecilia Lueddeke (5W)

entifitiled edirh¥

Year 2 Williamstown students learn all about road safety on their excursion to
the Essendon Traffic School

p i a n drugaminal travellesl bytbusttd the dVillialm§t@vn €ampus.
B A svarm wefcome by the Williamstown students ensured

that the Truganina students felt right at home. Camp
began with party games as
Integrated Studies unit, followed by afternoon tea. An
hour of recreational activities on the reserve opposite the
School |l ed by Mr Borg incl
egg and spoon relays. The children learned how to
erect a tent and they then had great fun looking for
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was wel
thoroughly enjoyed their fish and chip dinner and icy

pole dessert. Mrs Robinson led the children in camp

gsingin@ datef @r thed evening before a camp story

dorcleded @ avery successful haed dénjoyabiei day.0 s
Congratulations to all the children on their cooperation,

beautiful manners and the enthusiasm with which they

participated in all activities.

Here are some comments from the children:
6Pass t

performed a piano solo IQuke®th aps! apyd ynagdl _
Entranced and Natasha Curra@cbéyfBymwasaplpqyan%'gnwu’rt with
entitled 6Groovie Movieo. nCamp was the best time of my |Ii
Mr Mario Chrisanthou, Upper Primary Teacher was |l ooking for the treasures hi
Amrat Gill, 1B
il |iked when we did the 6Freddo
|nter-Sch00|Sport played the 6Rob the Nestd game.
In the most recent round of the CIPSSA inter-school Jessica Hutchinson, 1KN i
sport competition, Westbourne hosted teams from il liked it when we had our oFre
' t he b i @hareleabbtkoski, 1M

Wesley. The results were as follows:

Basketball A won 24-12
Basketball B won 18-2
Cricket A lost 177 44
Sofcrosse A drew 6-6
Softball A lost 2-12
Softball B lost 15-17
Tchoukball A lost 5-3
Tchoukball B won 5-2

Around the School

Year 1 Camp

On Friday, March 12, eighty-two students arrived at
school in their casual clothes, excitedly anticipating a
great day ahead on the Year One Camp. The children
spent the morning at their own campus, listening to
camp stories, creating camp artwork and completing
some of their camp booklet. After lunch, students from

A Great Day Out at the Essendon

Traffic School

iLook out! Thereds a train
2 Williamstown students spent a wonderful day at the
Essendon Traffic School. First, we walked around the
Traffic School as pedestrians. We talked about all the
road signs and what we needed to do at each location.
We had to remember to keep on the left hand side of the
road like real drivers. Next, we put our helmets on and
chose a bike. Then the real fun began! We excitedly
rode our bikes all around the Traffic School, obeying
every traffic light and road sign. We had to give way to
trains, traffic and pedestrians on the crossing. There
were even police and a lolly pop person who were
keeping an eye on speeding drivers! It was funny
seeing drivers pretending to run out of fuel and going to
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Harry Whittaker and Emily Thompson use Skype to communicate with their peers at
the Truganina Campus.

the BP station. It was the best day ever and now we all
know how to be safe on the road!

Report written by Sophie Meath, Reece Linney and
Laura Murdoch (2C Williamstown)

0Skypebo Enhances Le
This term, the Year 3 classes have been learning about
Melbourne and its great landmarks, and more recently in
Maths, students have been learning about collecting
data and representing it in graphs. As a follow-up, we
used a computer program called Skype to connect the
Williamstown Campus with the Truganina Campus. 3N
rang 3W through the computer and then, using a
webcam, we had a video link up. 3J did the same with
3X.

Each student had to share their favourite Melbourne
landmark by speaking through the webcam and the
results were recorded. We then used this data to make
a graph. We all enjoyed integrating technology into our
learning.

Ms Hayley Williams, Year 3 Teacher, Williamstown

Year 3 Students Sail the High Seas

iArggh me hearties! Set
B ay !Oa Friday, 19 March, it was very sunny as the
Year 36s travelled on the

at Boyd Jetty in Williamstown, we learnt about the early
settlers of Melbourne, such as Fawkner, Batman and
Buckley. It was fun learning about our history, and our
lesson included some role plays. James Konstantinidis
gave a great performance as a captain of a ship full of
women.

Then it was time to set sail. We all boarded the ship and
the real captain started up the engine. Once we hoisted
the sails we all sat down and relaxed. Later, we got to
steer the ship away from green poles floating in the
water. When we got off the ship, we went to the park to
have fish and chips.

Noah Straughan, 3J

Year 4
A loud cheer emerged from the Year 4 students when
they learnt the guest speaker for their Integrated Studies
topic, Immigration, was the noted Vietnamese immigrant,
Cum Lam. The children were first introduced to Cuc
Lamés story when they

Adam Stevens, Sarah Mebrahtu and Dalia Yousif have great fun rafting on the
Ovens River.

earlier this term.
The Year 4 students were privileged to have Cuc Lam
visit. She spoke in depth of her experiences as an
immigrant to Australia. We learnt how she put her own
life at risk when she escaped with her husband and thirty
a iva lotherd people Nn  a Yfihiy Mboat Jleeing the
Vietnamese War. Cuc sold her wedding ring to
purchase a red case and a few clothes to migrate to
Australia. She displayed compassion and resilience in
the refugee camp. With her limited English, she assisted
others by translating for them in English.

Cuc Lamdés story was very i
to work with new migrants arriving in Australia, helping
them to find housing and to learn English.

Mrs Cate Grech, Year 4 Teacher
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Some of the Year 4 studentso

visit are provided below:

ifiCuc Lam was a very brave wo
courage to go on a boat and to risk her life for her family

in order to give them a bett
Stephanie Grobbelaar 4R

il enjoyed when Cuc Lam read
her Iife stor Her book is

a peeunse tHoirs Pas
Nathan Maprock 4R
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experience of migrating and leaving her family members
b e hi rhy. Galeo and Abby Dethick 4G

Year 6 Camp

Next time you drive down the street, have a look at the
nearest power pole. Then imagine climbing it. Then,
once you have reached the top, jump offl This was just
one of the activities that confronted students on the
recent Year 6 Camp (after being harnessed of course!)
All students enjoyed the dual flying fox, the drop slide
and the vertical challenges. It was very impressive
seeing students challenging themselves and persevering
to achieve success. This was evident when they built
rafts and then raced them down the Ovens River. They
prepared their own meals just before they camped out
under the stars and they worked together during the
Lateral Thinking activities. Staff at Valley Homestead in
Myrtleford commended our students on their overall
conduct and their eagerness to participate in all the
activities.
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