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From the Head of Junior School
The Westbourne Community Pays Tribute

to Mr Geoffrey Ryan
After nearly twenty-one years of outstanding leadership

to the School and a most distinguished career in
education that extends well beyond that time, Mr Ryan
will retire at the end of this term.

Over the next three weeks, a number of different
functions are scheduled to mark the enormous
contribution that he has made not only to this school but
to education in general. Under his astute guidance,
Westbourne has gone from strength to strength and the
School enjoys a very enviable reputation across the
Independent School sector.

Mr Ryan can be extremely proud of the legacy he leaves
behind. The growth and development of this fine school
is a testament to his drive, passion, foresight and sheer
hard work. Indeed, these qualities have been
recognised by his peers who several years ago elected
him as the Chairperson of AHISA (Association of Heads
of Independent Schools of Australia). He has also sat
on numerous committees at both state and national
levels and he has worked closely with senior political
figures from all levels of government.

From a personal perspective, | will always be indebted to
him for the deep interest he has taken in the Junior
School and for the tremendous support, encouragement
and wise counsel he has given me. He is a man of
honour, integrity and intellect and it has been a great
pleasure and privilege working with him over the past
thirteen years. As this is my final newsletter for the term,
| take this opportunity to wish him a long, fulfilling and
happy life in retirement. | am sure his wife, Gwen, will
appreciate having him home far more than the job has
allowed over the past couple of decades!

On behalf of all members of our Junior School
Community | say ... “Farewell and thank you, Mr Ryan!”
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World FPS Finals

Many parents will remember me reporting in the ‘Junior
Horizons’ that, on the Gold Coast in October of last year,
a Westbourne Junior School Team won the National
Finals of the Future Problem Solving (FPS) Program.
This was a great achievement and as their coach | was
extremely proud of the six participants, namely Michelle
Fleming, Emily Matejin, Daina Tadic, Jordan Truong,
Rachel Hudson-Jones and Aaron Lam.

This victory earned them a place in the World Finals and
this Saturday, we will be flying out to participate in this
prestigious event in Wisconsin, USA. Indeed, over 2000
students will take part in the World Finals across three
age divisions and a range of -categories. Our
Westbourne Team will compete in the Junior Division of
the Global Issues section, which is the major category
within the Finals. The topic for the World Finals is
‘Green Living' and the team and | have had weekly
training sessions over the past few months to research
all the issues involved.

The tasks to be undertaken at the Finals are very
demanding and intellectually challenging, yet | know that
the students will do themselves and the School proud by
giving of their best.

We will be away for two weeks and Mrs Sue Jamieson
(who recently retired from the staff) will join me in
accompanying the group across to America. It promises
to be a wonderful experience for all concerned and |
think as a community we can be justifiably proud of the
fact that our Westbourne students can mix it with some
of the brightest young minds from around the globe.

Stop Press: The team was delighted to receive a letter
this week from The Hon. Peter Garrett (Minister for
Environment Protection, Hertiage and the Arts) wishing
them every success in representing Australia at the
upcoming World Finals.




Westbourne Grammar School owes a great
debt of gratitude to its retiring Principal, Mr
Geoffrey Ryan

Staff News

The Junior School staff members have received some
very exciting news from two maternity-leave colleagues
over the past few days. | am delighted to report that Mrs
Colvin and her husband, Corey, are the proud parents of
a baby boy named Thomas William. Thomas weighed
3.5 kg at birth and both mother and son are doing very
well. We look forward to a visit from them in the not too
distant future.

Hot on the heels of this news, we were delighted to hear
of the safe arrival of Mrs McKerrow’s triplets. Born at 29
weeks, the babies — Abbey Maria (1.4 kg), Cooper
Stephen (1.4 kg) and Beau Jamie (1.6 kg) - are all
progressing well. However, Mrs McKerrow ended up
doing it much tougher than her premature babies. On
giving birth to the three children, she suffered collapsed
lungs and developed a blood clot on her chest. She was
raced off to intensive care but | am really pleased to
report that she is now well on the road to recovery and,
along with her husband, Jamie, is enjoying her beautiful
babies.

Zone Cross Country Championships

On Wednesday, a group of Junior School students
competed in the Zone Cross Country Championships at
Bald Hill Park in Huntingdale. They all performed
admirably and we congratulate them on their efforts in
their respective age groups. Kieren Azzopardi finished
1!, Dayna Olver (10"), Darby Sexton (12"), Thomas
Rebesco (14"), Michael Yoseski (31%), Natasha Currao
(37" and unfortunately Alexia Yankoulos could not
participate due to illness. In achieving 1% place in his
event, Kieren will now proceed to the State
Championships and we wish him every success for this
next level of elite competition.

Kampuchea House Fundraiser
Classes across the Junior School are in a race to see

who can bring in the highest tally of 10 cent coins, with
all proceeds being donated to the School’s major charity,
Kampuchea House (which is an orphanage in Cambodia
that the School is helping to maintain and develop). As
always, Junior School students and families have
responded very generously to this challenge and already
we have had a flood of 10 cent coins arriving at school.

(L-R): Kieren Azzopardi, Darby Sexton, Natasha Currao, Michael Yoseski and
Thomas Rebesco enjoyed the challenge of competing in the Zone Cross Country
Championships. (Absent from the photo: Williamstown Grammar student, Dayna
Olver)

So if you have any coins of this value lying around the
house or in the car, they will be very gratefully received
by the Junior School Social Service Committee. The
competition extends to the end of next week with the
prize of a Casual Clothes Day for the winning classes.

School Photographs

Parents are reminded that class and individual
photographs for students at the Truganina Campus will
be taken on Tuesday, 8 June, with sport and group
photographs being taken on Thursday, 10 June.

At the Williamstown Campus, class, individual and group
photographs (i.e. Williamstown Choir, Social Service and
Environmental Committees and EEP) will be taken on
Friday, 11 June. The whole campus photograph will
also be taken on this date (weather conditions
permitting).

Parents wishing to purchase the class and individual
photographs must complete the order form/envelope
(which has already been sent home to families) and
return it to the Office, before the photographs are to be
taken.

Order forms for either the sport or group photographs at
the respective campuses will be made available to
parents after Thursday, 10 June.

If you would like a family photograph to be taken of
Junior School siblings who are on the same campus,
please obtain an order form from the Junior School
Office and return it in the envelope provided. (Please
note: For logistical reasons, siblings in the Senior School
and Children’s Centre at the Truganina Campus cannot
be included in this offer).

Parents are also requested to ensure that their children
are dressed correctly in their winter uniform for the class
and individual photos. Please note that girls are
required to wear white socks and, where necessary,
their hair must be tied back with the correct hair attire.
Obviously, correct sporting attire is also required for the
sport photographs.




A
Ms Boam and Year 2 Social Service Representative, Luke Tarola guard some of the
10 cent coins which have been donated by classes in support of Kampuchea House.

Parent-Teacher Interviews

Booking forms for the Parent-Teacher Interviews to be
held early next term on Wednesday, 21 and Thursday,
22 July, will be sent home to parents early next week.
This particular meeting between parents and their child’s
classroom teacher is compulsory, as it represents a vital
opportunity for parents to hear about the progress of
their child. | would ask that the booking form be returned
by Wednesday, 23 June, so that appointments can be
finalised over the coming holidays. Parents will then be
informed of their designated time at the beginning of
next term. (NB. Optional appointments can also be
organised where parents would like to speak to any of
the specialist teachers).

Reports

Junior School staff have been very busy compiling the
Semester One reports, which will be posted home to
parents during the first week of the holidays. | hope
parents will celebrate with their child the progress that
he/she has made over the past six months. As outlined
above, parents will have an opportunity to discuss their
child’s progress with the class teacher (and any
nominated specialist teachers) at the Parent-Teacher
Interviews being held in the second week of next term.

End of Term 2

As explained earlier, for the next two weeks, | shall be
overseas with the FPS Team which is competing in the
World Finals of the Future Problem Solving Competition.
Consequently, this will be the final newsletter for the
term. | want to congratulate all the students on what
they have achieved throughout this first semester and |
wish all our Junior School families a very safe and
enjoyable break over the upcoming holidays. Please
note that Term 3 classes will resume on Tuesday, 13
July, as all members of staff will be involved in a full day
professional development programme on Monday, 12
July.

Mr Paul Barklamb, Head of Junior School

Assemblies

Williamstown’s Assembly two weeks ago was hosted by
Katherine Mitchell (3W) and Darcy Nathan (3J). Lewis
Nguyen (2C) and Elisha Walker (2M) led the students in
prayer about how important it is to treat friends nicely.

Prep students, Sasha Skilton, Adel Barakat and Talia Nash proudly display
the pot pouri bags that they made during their excursion to the Royal
Botanical Gardens.

Three solo performances on the piano saw Ella Bradwell
(3W) play ‘Minuet and Trio’, Ethan Hunter (3W) play ‘A
Concert Piece’ and Finn Hicks-Bullock (3J) play ‘My
Computer’.

At this week’'s Wiliamstown Assembly, Brianna
Trajcevski (3J) and Ben Johnson (3W) acted as hosts.
Maddison Hitchcock (2C) and George Popovitch (2M)
led a prayer about showing compassion in the
playground. Three piano performances followed. Alexa
Chua-San Andres (2M) played ‘The Harebell’, Peter
Pitliangas (2M ) played ‘The Magic Man’ and everyone
joined in song as Bella Krbaleski (2M) played ‘Old
MacDonald had a Farm’.

At the Truganina P-6 Assembly, badges were presented
to students who are undertaking special committee roles
in a range of areas this year. The School Captains,
Anna-Claire Blogg and William Murray (both former
Junior School students), then introduced themselves to
the audience, as did a number of the Senior School
House Captains and Prefects. This was a great
opportunity for our Junior School students to put a name
to a face and to get some insight into the roles of our
Senior School leaders. Musical performances were then
given by Taeyeong Kim (4H) who performed a violin solo
entited ‘Rondeau’ by Henry Purcell and Kieren
Azzopardi (6W) who also performed a violin solo entitled
‘The Bee’ by composer, Stephen Chin.

Waste Free Lunch Day

This annual event, which is being promoted by the
members of the Junior School's Environment
Committee, is being held on Friday, 11 June, to
celebrate World Environment Day (on Saturday, 5
June). Students are encouraged to bring a lunch on that
day with zero waste. All those who participate in this
activity will go into a special draw to win a prize. (NB.
There will be one prize, consisting of a waste free lunch
box, per year level across both campuses).

Remember that if it has to be thrown away, it is waste.
Therefore, please leave cling film, food wrappers, non-
reusable plastics, cans, juice packs, paper bags, etc, at
home and use reusable plastic containers
instead. Worm food is okay!

Mr Geoff Poynton, Earth Education Coordinator




lan Hunter, an arson investigator from the MFB, addresses
Year 5 students in the James Mitchell Centre.

Around the School

Preps Visit the Royal Botanical Gardens
Recently, the Prep children from the Williamstown and
Truganina campuses went on an excursion to the Royal
Botanic Gardens. The children participated in a number
of activities including planting their own tulip bulb and
making pot pouri bags. It was a sunny, winter's day and
everyone enjoyed a picnic lunch. All children and adults
were somewhat tired by the end of the day, but it was a
great learning experience for everyone!
Miss Julie Arcadiou, Prep Teacher

Life Cycles in Year Two

In Year Two, the children have been very busy parents
looking after ten little chicks. Last Monday, we received
ten eggs which required a lot a care and warmth.
Fortunately, no children had to sit on them as we were
given an incubator! A few days later, we noticed some
cracks emerging and finally a ‘slimy ball’ rolled out.
Since then, we have been caring for the chicks by
feeding them, giving them water and cleaning out the
brooder box. The children have thoroughly enjoyed this
experience and have appreciated the hands-on element
of this Integrated Studies unit.

Mr Brenton Menzies, Year 2 Teacher

Year 5 Forensic Science

As part of their Integrated Studies work, 75 budding
young forensic scientists gathered in the James Mitchell
Centre, where they listened to a presentation given by
lan Hunter, an arson investigator from the Metropolitan
Fire Brigade. He explained to them the nature of his job
and how he goes about making an informed decision as
to whether the fire was accidental or suspicious. He also
spent some time explaining the pitfalls of power boards
and leaving electrical items on unattended.

Mr David Walker, Year 5 Teacher

Year 4 Artwork in the ZART Art Gallery
ZART Art is our main art supplier and is also an
organisation that promotes students’ artwork in their
gallery in Box Hill North. Earlier this term, students
studied artwork produced by Vincent Van Gogh, giving
particular attention to his trademark use of line. All
students created interesting and original landscape
drawings using just lines. At the end of the project,

Matthew Teasdale and Tammy Huynh display their artwork, which
has been chosen for the exhibition in the ZART Art Gallery

twenty pieces of artwork were selected to be featured in
the ZART Art Gallery during Term 3. Congratulations are
extended to the following students whose fabulous work
has been chosen for this exhibition: Cayley Chan, Henry
Fenn, Isabella Fontana, Tammy Huynh, Jacob
Krawczyszyn, Felicity Nguyen and Arsheeya Rattan
(4G); Giacomo Di Natale, Rebecca Finlayson, Maddison
Kennedy, Charlotte McKenna, Jayde Mittersteiner and
Matthew Teasdale (4H); Stephanie Grobbelaar, Brigette
Marks, Laura Paull, Christopher Silva, Jarrod Sutton,
Lauren Thorpe and Byron Watson (4R).

Mrs Audrey Cardona, Head of Junior School Visual
Arts

Camp Australia Holiday Club

Many fun and enjoyable activities have been planned for
the upcoming Holiday Club, which will run throughout the
school holiday period, from Monday, 28 June to Monday,
12 July, inclusive. (NB: On the latter date, there are no
classes due to the Staff Professional Development Day).
To book, you can phone Camp Australia on 1300 105
343 or you can go online at www.campaustralia.com.au

Important Junior School Dates for
Term 3

Term 3 commences
Parent Teacher Interviews
Parent Teacher Interviews
Williamstown, Year 3 Parent
Transition Information
Evening

Book Character Parade,
Williamstown

Book Character Parade,
Truganina

IPSHA Biennial Music
Festival

JS Auxiliary Father's Day
Stall, Williamstown
Wednesday, 1 September JS Auxiliary, Father's Day
Stall, Truganina

Father's Day Breakfast

JS Performing Arts Festival
End of Term 3

Tuesday, 13 July
Wednesday, 21 July
Thursday, 22 July
Monday, 26 July
Tuesday, 10 August
Wednesday, 11 August

Thursday, 12 August

Tuesday, 31 August

Thursday, 2 September
7 to 9 September
Friday, 10 September
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