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Westbourne Grammar School

orizons

junior school

From the Head of Junior School

Westbourne Welcomes New Principal
Fol | owing Mr Ryanos
another chapter in the life of the School has begun with
the arrival of our new Principal, Ms Meg Hansen. A
former Vice Principal of Westbourne, Ms Hansen returns

after ten years as Princi
one of t he Il eading
Australia.

Last Friday, the Williamstown students and staff were
delighted to host a visit from Ms Hansen and on Monday
it was a great pleasure for the Truganina students and
staff to formally welcome her at a P-6 Assembly.

Next Tuesday, an Induction Ceremony for our new
Principal is being held in the School Auditorium. Along
with invited guests and those parents who have already
requested tickets for the Ceremony, a number of classes
will be in attendance to represent the Junior School on
this special occasion.

On behalf of everyone in the Junior School, welcome
back, Ms Hansen!

Welcome To Semester Two

| also wish to extend a very warm welcome to those
families who are new to the School this semester.
Similarly, | take this opportunity to welcome several new
staff to the Junior School.

Mrs Anne Richardson has taken over from Mrs Nisbet in
Year 3. Mrs Nisbet has commenced her maternity leave
and we wish her well for the very exciting times ahead.
Mrs Richardson holds a Graduate Diploma of Education
(Primary), a Graduate Certificate in Leadership
Development, a Bachelor of Business and a Master of
Business Administration. She comes to us from Baden
Powell College, where she has been teaching a Year 3/4
class. Mrs Richardson is familiar with the culture and
ethos of the School, as she has a daughter in the Senior
School.
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At the Williamstown Campus, Mrs Biram is replacing Mr
Elston, who is taking long service leave this term. She
holds a Bachelor of Music Education from the University
of Melbourne and has had extensive experience as a
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Music Co-ordinator at Gippsland Grammar School.
Ms Karin George returns to take Visual Arts at the
Williamstown Campus, while Mrs_Hillas covers Mr
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Mrs Christine Weller has also joined the Junior School
staff and has commenced a handover with our Library
Technician, Mrs Snowden, who will shortly be taking
maternity leave. Mrs Weller holds a Diploma of
Teaching and a Graduate Diploma in Library and
Information  Services. She has had extensive
experience in school and public libraries both in Victoria
and overseas.

We also welcome a visiting trainee teacher, Ms
Catherine Stephens, who will be working with Mr
Chrisanthou in the 6C classroom over the next few
weeks.

It is hard to believe that we are half-way through the
school year. Much was accomplished by our students
last semester and Term 3 promises to be equally busy
and productive.

A range of exciting learning opportunities await the
students and towards the end of this term, we have the
much anticipated Performing Arts Festival.

Success at FPS World Finals
| am delighted to report

United States was a great success. As parents would
be aware, the team travelled there to participate in the
World Finals of the Future Problem Solving (FPS)
Program, having won the National Finals in Queensland
late last year.

For the six 2009 Junior School students involved (i.e.
Michelle Fleming, Rachel Hudson-Jones, Emily Matejin,
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The FPS Team proudly display the trophies and medals they received as a result of
their success at the World Finals in Wisconsin, USA.

Aaron Lam, Daina Tadic and Jordan Truong) it was an
exhausting but hugely satisfying experience.

The trip commenced with several days in home stay
situations. They thoroughly enjoyed this experience and
even got to spend some time at the local school. The
students then moved from various locations in
Minnesota to the University of La Crosse in the state of
Wisconsin. The University Campus was the venue for
the World Finals which spanned four days. As their
coach, | could not have been more proud of the way in
which our students tackled the various challenges
throughout the Finals. To their great credit, they came
second (out of 58 teams) in the Action Plan Presentation
and Rachel was placed first in the Alternate Booklet
Section.

The School Community can indeed be extremely proud
of what the students achieved and the way in which they
represented themselves and their country.

All of this success did not happen overnight. Indeed, the
students have been training intensively for the World
Finals since the beginning of the year. | am grateful to
Mrs Jamieson for her assistance in accompanying the
students and me overseas and | also greatly appreciate
the support received from

For everyone concerned, | think it was a wonderful life
experience that will provide many great memories.

Japanese Cultural Day

Held on the final day of last term, Japanese Cultural Day
gave all the students a wonderful insight into various
aspects of Japanese culture. Students from across both
Junior School campuses greatly enjoyed the many
activities on offer, including Jujitsu, Taiko drumming,
Shamisen playing, a Japanese play, Manga drawing,
Origami, Sushi making (and eating!), and a variety of
Japanese stories and games.

It was a terrific day and | take this opportunity to thank
Mr Barty for all his hard work in organising such a
diverse and interesting program for the students.

Guided by an instructor, Christopher Tsoukas (2B) enjoys the Taiko drumming
activity during Japanese Cultural Day.

Junior School Inter -House Athletics

Carnival

After initially being postponed due to inclement weather,
the Junior School Inter-House Athletics Carnival was
finally able to go ahead on Thursday, 24 June. Due to
our usual venue, Newport Park, being closed for
renovations, this event took place at the Wyndham
Synthetic Athletics Track at Victoria University in
Werribee. The new venue proved to be very successful
and the students coped extremely well with the
somewhat cold and windy conditions. They competed
with much enthusiasm and great House spirit across a
range of events. The final results were as follows: 1%
Price (626 points), 2™ Miller (525), 3" Gerity (455) and
4™ Steedman (396). We congratulate Price House on
taking out this yeards Shi

Also, our gratitude is extended to the Junior School
Auxiliary for providing a much appreciated barbecue
lunch, the Junior School staff and Year 10 students who
oversaw the various events, the parents who provided
assistance on the day, and of course, the Head of Junior
School PE, Ms Gross, who put a great deal of time and
effort into organising the Carnival.
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The past two evenings have seen considerable activity
around both Junior School campuses, with parents
coming in for their
class teacher (as well as optional interviews with
specialist staff). If for any reason parents have not yet
met with their childds
convenient time be arranged at the earliest opportunity
so that the appropriate
report can be undertaken.

Student Achievement

The Junior School had two students who performed
exceptionally well in the recent National School Sports
Australia Swimming and Diving Championships. Paris
Vasta (5D) won the 50 metre breaststroke event in her
age group and finished 4th in the 100 metre breaststroke
event. She was also part of the winning medley relay
team (representing Victoria) and was a member of the
freestyle relay team that finished 3™ In the diving
section, Cooper Read (4G) was placed 3™ in his
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Watched by Mrs Green, Cassidy Bremner (5D) puts all her effort into the shotput
event.

individual event and 4™ in his synchronised event.

Congratulations to both Paris and Cooper on their great
achievements!

Kampuchea House Fundraiser
Towards the end of last term, the Social Service

Committees from both Junior School Campuses
conducted a special fundraiser for Kampuchea House.
This was a tremendously successful venture with nearly
40,000 10 cent coins being donated! Indeed, the final
total of $3995 was raised in just nine school days! |
thank the School Community for its generosity in
handing over so many coins for this very worthwhile
cause. | also thank the Social Service representatives
along with Ms Boam (Truganina) and Mr Menzies
(Williamstown) for the huge amount of time it took to
collect and count so many coins.

As a result of this fundraiser, three classes (in their
respective Junior School Departments), 3R. 4R and 2C
have won the special prize which was on offer to the
classes that raised the highest totals i a Casual Clothes
Day for that group. The timing of this special prize is
currently being negotiated with the classes concerned.

Year 3 Transition Evening

Parents of Year 3 students at the Williamstown Campus
are reminded that a Transition Information Evening for
students transferring to the main campus next year is
being held in The Studio next Monday evening,
commencing at 7:00 p.m. This is a valuable opportunity
for parents to gain a greater insight into the transition
process at this particular level.

Williamstown Grammar School

Photograph

Advanced Photographers have just confirmed that they
will be taking the Williamstown Grammar School (group)
photograph on Monday, 16 August. As is always the
case, it is important that the students are correctly
attired. Please note that girls are to wear white socks for
this occasion. An order form for this photograph (and
those group shots already taken) will be available from
the Junior School Office by the end of next week.

Year 3 students, Anastasia Pehlivanidis, Charlotte Cornelissen, William Stomann

and Aidan
Program.

Kel |y take time out with the

THRASS Parent Information Evening

| thank the large number of parents who attended the
THRASS Information Evening in the final week of last
term. | have since received a great deal of positive
feedback about this session and people obviously
enjoyed the very informative and stimulating
presentation delivered by THRASS expert, Michelle
Hutchison. Indeed, the response has been so positive
from those who attended that we are looking at running
another session or two before the end of this year. Stay
tuned for further details!

FPS Symposium

Last Saturday, | accompanied nine members of the
Future Problem Solving Team to Caulfield Grammar
School for a symposium on
is the topic for the upcoming Australian Qualifying Final.
The students were addressed by Jessica Perrin from
Care Australia and Professor Denise Cuthbert (Head of
School i School of Political and Social Inquiry) from
Monash University. The students gained some very
valuable information from these speakers and they then
participated in a workshop where they carried out further
research on this topic online.

Mr Paul Barklamb, Head of Junior School

Active Kids Program

Throughout Term 2, students in Years 3 and 4
participated in the
an initiative adopted by the Wyndham City Council i was
aimed at promoting a healthy lifestyle for families in the
local area. During this time, students reflected on their
eating and exercise patterns and ways in which they
could enhance their
As part of this program, the students were involved in a
60Hoopsd® basketball session
Food Fridayé celebration.
prizes as rewards for adapting a healthy approach to
living and eating. This was a highly rewarding program,
benefiting the participating students and families
immensely. We look forward to being a part of the
program again in 2011.

Ms Rebecca Ratu, Year 4 Teacher and Westbourne
Cooordinator of the O6Active
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Emily Bottoms (3R) navigates the course during an event at the recent Inter-School
Snow Sports Competition.

Chess

Throughout Term 2, twenty-six Year 5 and 6 students
were involved in a Chess Program held on a Monday
afternoon between 3.45 and 4.45 p.m. in the Junior
School Library. Each session was divided into two parts.
the first half of the session involved the students being
instructed on some of the technical aspects of chess.
The students then played their weekly game, hopefully
putting into practice some of the skills they had been
taught.

The participants have enjoyed their sessions and have
gained a greater understanding of the tactics needed to
outwit their opponents.

As a result of the weekly competition, five students
received medals based on the total results of all the
games played. We congratulate the following students:
1% Albert Tu (who won all his games), 2™ Kieren
Azzopardi, and in equal 3rd place, Ari Pehlivanidis,
Shayden Chrisostom and Adam Stevens.

Mrs Jill Green, Year 6 Teacher and Chess
Co-ordinator

West bour ne

Snow Sports Team

During the recent school holidays, a number of students
represented Westbourne Grammar in the Interi School
Snow Sports Competition held at Mt Buller. These
students had been training hard and thoroughly enjoyed
competing against other students in the lead up Grand
Prix Races around Victoria.

The team had some very good results across all
disciplines, with a couple of the girls finishing in the top
three and our youngest member of the group, Ricardo
Esposito (Prep), scoring a win in one of his races. This
result brought with it a very large smile that stayed for
several days!

Other results saw Giacomo Di Natale (our only
snowboarding competitor) finishing first in his age group,
as well as finishing high up in the overall standings.
Emma Glasbrenner finished second overall in her
events, Keeley Bottoms finished first in one of her events
and was not far off the pace in the overall standings.

Gr ammar

Shayden Chrisostom (6C), Natasha Hidalgo-Cabras (4G) and Nicholas Krt (5W) are

presented with their prize for the

Emily Bottoms and Leo Esposito showed that, with a
little more training, they too can expect to move up the
leader board.

Todd Minehan, Amy Corbett and Chris Corbett did not
compete in any races during the holidays, however, they
did participate in some training days.

It is not too late to join the Westbourne Grammar Snow
Sports Team. If you are interested, please contact the
Co-ordinator, Greg Bottoms, by email at
greg@abefire.com.au

Mr Greg Bottoms, Parent & Snow Sports Co -
ordinator

OWaste Freebo

On Friday, 11June, the Junior School was involved in a
6Waste Freed6 Lunch Day.
bringing their lunch and snacks to school without any
waste wrappers. Waste was classified as anything that
could not be reused. The students and their lunch-
packers made an enormous effort to reduce the amount
of waste which was brought to school. They brought
their lunches in reusable gontainers and bags. By doing
this,én a(,QdQn msgvé into the draw to win a
SWIFT (Supporting Workers in Fair Trade) bag. These
bags were very generously donated by Mrs Kathy
Lewer, a parent of one of our Year Six students. Made
from recycled juice packs, they are sewn together to
make unique, fashionable bags by members of a
community livelihood project in the Philippines. The
products are not only environmentally friendly and help
clean up the Earth, but they also support fair trade and
provide a livelihood for the people sewing the bags. The
lucky winners of these bags were Nicholas Tam, Mikaela
Sabini, Chloe Smith, Reece Linney, Daniel Cassetta,
Max Thompson, Sarah Turnbull, Natasha Hidalgo-
Cabras, Nicholas Krt and Shayden Chrisostom.
Congratulations to these prize winners and to all the
students who went to the
lunch.

Our gratitude is extended to Mrs Lewer for donating
these prizes. We hope that in the future more students
will endeavour to make every day a waste free lunch
day, so that we can all do our bit to clean up the planet.
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Tuscanny Yankos, Ruby Scrimizi, Jamie McGhie and Sam McGrath have their photo
taken with OZ Opera performers.

Oz Opera Performance

Matthew Strmecki, Jennifer Lee, Jacqueline Cassetta and Luke Grana enjoy performing
at the Year 3 Strings Concert.

around the area. They spoke very well to win our first

debate for t he ear and El yce
On Friday, 11 June, all the students at the Truganina Speaker 6 For o uyr second d eyb at e
Campus Were.lntro_duced to the magic of opera through (Shayden Chrisostom, Henry Hulstrom and Samyuktha
an exciting producti on entlF{.Ie 0Si e . erpenat?1 by
o A ¢ i A ¢ aj?gﬁpal‘an, were very convincing tand argued that
pera ustra .' a. s B ° n € 9T pefore bﬁildin‘ﬁl Bnbre vyln(c)i ,fc'armsmv(\)/esneed 8 RiRk‘bpofit" .
operas for children, 6Sid the € LoRuEol 4l of SricicAd Qo g ancing
circus snake who desperately wants to sing. Wherever the naise poljution, lack of efficiency compared to otfier
' options such as solar, the expense and the proven lack
the circus travels, Sid tries to learn a different style of P . . P . . P
o ith hilari Its - f iR o th of reliability. According to the adjudicator it was a very
smglng with hilarious resulls - from opera in Kome fo the _close, debate and Westbourne was, unfortunately, ,
music halls of London and f 'b%a%eln l)yyl pgin?wit'h p|ecnrl§/ Hlstrom gétt?nglg tlhe éesﬂr a T
tglent qugst in N?w York. He f?'ls q|sastrqusly every Speaker award. Both teams had worked very hard
time, until returning home to his circus friends who
) ; ) i ) . throughout the term and | was very proud and pleased
encourage him to sing using his own unique voice. The by their effort and hard work
message for the students is that Sid finally learns to Mr Mario Chrisanthou Deba.tin Co -ordinator
appreciate his own talents and individuality. ' 9
Mrs Dianne Robinson, Head of Junior School Music .
Assemblies
: Lower Primary Assembly (Truganina)
Year 3 Strings Concert . .
At the last Junior School P-3 Assembly for Term 2, the 'I'\;Ihe dLOW(;S Prlm.aryhAs:elml?ll_y_ ?t ;ru”ganlnah heldd zn
audience was treated to a concert presented by the Year .on ay, 7June, in the Holy Trinity .a was hosted by
3N Sting Class. The stage was occupied by 11 Lily Foxall (3X) and Marlee Harrison (3X). The
S . . . Assembly featured a performance by the 3N Strings
violinists and 10 cellists who played music especially G lined ab Vs. B half n
prepared for the Assembl y. Jr%ﬂg’“;'ﬁfusé‘u_"‘l’ee)gces' cﬁaema.cgndbeh%d()j{t%e
McDonal do, o6Mary Had A Litt P8O S§NRY 5008 Pgrvicg Chmimteey shated, the, |
pieces An advanced ensemble of four players exciting news about how many ten cent coins had been
including Jennifer Lee, Sarah Tumbull, Charlotte collected for Kampuchea House. It was lovely to see so
Gorham-Mackie and Matthew Strmecki, performed many parents and grandparents at this Assembly.
6Twinkle Twinkle Little Star6 and OFrere Jacquesbd. The
concert was the culmination of six months of group string Uhppler P”mary_Assembly biv ¢ 2b h
lessons offered to all the Year 3 students throughout the T e last Upper Primary Assembly for Term €gan V\_"t
year. The group was directed by Mr Joel Migdal video footage from the recent Outdoor Education
assisted by Mrs Zusana Suster, Ms Edwina Kayser and Program. The bike ride was a major success and it was
Ms Solvei Jankowski. The piano accompaniment was evident that all the students thoroughly —enjoyed
provided by Ms Anne Hickey, the Director of Strings. themsglves. Constance Yeo performed a violin solo
Mr Joel Migdal, Strings Teacher entitled 6Garotted by E Handel e
' a piano sol o enC€admneliuseGrlitto Bdthe Mi | | 6

Debating

Our first Interi School Debating Competition was held
last week against Chillwell Primary School. The students
involved were both nervous and excited, and could not
wait to get the debate started. The topic for the first
round was O0that Australia
The affirmative group (Kieren Azzopardi, Elyce Gray and
Vinh Hong) argued comprehensively about the
environment, using clean and efficient energy and how
much the public would benefit, including all businesses

girls played beautifully and should be commended for
their efforts.

Mrs Robinson presented the Captains from the various
Music groups. Congratulations are extended to the
hfoIIow'n stu.gients: I\/ﬁljkhael Reid and .Sum erf Briggs R

S (IgalrJ] ), hristif’inI Hai a (épri(r)\grs %rchvésl,trg), Echeat-:‘rag1 50
and Sarah Mebrahtu (Concert Choir), and Henry
Hulstrom, Ella Mclliree and Emily Mclver (Junior School
Choir).




