
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No. 03  February 29, 2008  
 

From the Principal  Mr G.G. Ryan 

 

ñRich Elitist Private Schoolsò 
 
The Sunday Age has lost no time this year 
returning to one of its regular themes - bashing 
private schools.  The Age, Sunday Age and 
Financial Review (all papers from the Fairfax 
stable) have commenced a campaign to get the 
Rudd Government to break one of its election 
promises which was to continue funding non-
government schools using the SES model for 
the next funding quadrennium (2009 ï 2012).  
The then shadow minister for Education, 
Stephen Smith, gave that assurance to the 
electorate before the November 2007 election.  
The current Minister for Education, Julia Gillard, 
our local member, has recently confirmed that 
this remains labour policy.  
 
The Non-Government sector educates 33.2 % of 
Australiaôs primary and secondary school 
children and 42 % of those in Years 10-12.  The 
promise was made by the ALP before the last 
election to provide the sector with a degree of 
certainty in their financial planning which is a 
reasonable and responsible thing to do.   
 
Late last year I attended a meeting with the 
shadow Minister for Education, Steven Smith.  
At that meeting, as well as promising to maintain 
the SES funding model for the next 
quadrennium, he also made it clear that a 
Labour government would conduct a review of 
the SES funding model and possibly make any 

Important Dates in Senior School 

March 
Sat 01 Scholarship Examinations 
Mon 03 Yr 11 Peer Support continues 
Tue 04 Sport v Eltham (Yr 8 home, Yr 7 

away) 
 MYP Parentsô Meeting, 7:30pm, 

Lecture Theatre 
Wed 05 Senior School Summer Sports 

photographs 
 Sport v Eltham (Yr 10 away, Yr 12 

home) 
Thu 06 ñMacbethò (Yr 11s) 
 Economics Excursion (Yr 11) 
Fri 07 Inter House Athletics at Victoria 

University, Hoppers Crossing 
Sat 08 Music Scholarship Auditions 
Mon 10 Labor Day Holiday 
Tue 11 Sport v T Carr (Yr 7 away, Yr 8 

home) 
Wed 12 MYP Forensic Group to C.S.I.R.O. 
 Sport v T Carr (Yr 10 home, Yr 12 

away) 
 Yr 11 German students to Scotch 

College 
Thu 13 Sport v T Carr (Yr 9 away) 
 English S.A.C. 4:00pm 
Fri 14 Senior School Casual Clothes Day 

 
changes to the model after 2012.  I have no 
problem with that proposal because firstly it 
provides security for Non-Government Schools 
in the short term, secondly it allows time for 
consultation over any proposed changes, and 
thirdly it provides the electorate with the 
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opportunity to consider the proposed changes 
prior to the next federal election.   
 
On February 17, The Sunday Age featured on 
its front page and two further pages inside the 
paper articles attacking the óhuge profitsô made 
by certain Non-Government Schools.  The 
articles were misleading and in numerous 
instances, factually incorrect.  Not-for-Profit 
Companies, which is the legal structure of most 
Independent schools including Westbourne, do 
not make profits; they make either a surplus or a 
deficit.  This distinction is not merely semantic; it 
is important for an understanding of the true 
situation.  Profits are distributed to shareholders.  
By contrast a surplus by law must be ploughed 
back into the business for the benefit of 
constituents.  In the case of schools any surplus 
is used to either expand programmes, such as 
the introduction of the Middle Years Programme, 
or to undertake building works.  Over the past 
ten years Westbourne has made both surpluses 
and deficits.  Our largest surplus amounted to 
approximately 4.5% of total revenue.  Any 
business in the private sector that recorded such 
a óbottom lineô would be considered a failure and 
there would be pressure on its CEO and Board 
of Directors to resign.  Any surpluses made by 
Westbourne have been used to either reduce 
debt, refurbish existing buildings (the tennis 
courts, the gymnasium floor, new carpets and 
furniture throughout the Junior School, and the 
refurbishment of the Science block), or build 
new facilities (The James Mitchell Centre).  Not 
one dollar of any surplus made by any Non-
Government School benefits anyone except the 
students and future students of that school. 
 
In its continuing attack on Independent schools I 
believe that the Age is researching articles 
focused on the amount of money Non-
Government Schools spend on marketing and 
promotion, and querying the wisdom of funding 
smaller Non-Government Schools.  Speaking to 
colleagues who have been questioned by Age 
reporters on their schoolôs marketing activities 
there seems to be an inference that schools 
should not be spending money on marketing.  
The business of Non-Government Schools (all 
schools really) is educating young people; a 
noble business yes, but at one level a business 
none-the-less.  Like any business in a 

competitive market schools promote themselves 
to ensure that their offerings are considered 
when parents are choosing a school for their 
children.   Next time one of the local papers has 
an advertising feature on local schools have a 
look and you will find that all schools in the area, 
Government and Non-Government, are 
promoting their school.  Westbourne spends a 
very small portion of its budget on marketing.  
Most of this expenditure goes on the 
prospectus, open days, advertisements in local 
papers, and the development of our web site. I 
am sure that for- Profit companies such as the 
Age spend a far greater proportion on 
advertising in real and percentage terms than 
any school. 
 
The bottom line is that Non-Government 
Schools in Australia are responsible for 
educating 33.2% of all primary and secondary 
students and 42 % of all senior secondary 
students.  The parents who send their children 
to Non-Government schools save the 
Government $2.4 billion by doing so.  These 
same parents also pay their taxes and 
successive governments (State and Federal, 
Liberal and Labour) have acknowledged that 
they deserve some contribution from 
governments towards the cost of educating their 
children; not 100% as they would get if they sent 
their children to a Government school, but 
something.  Everyone seems to understand that 
concept and think it fair and reasonableéexcept 
perhaps for some of the journalists who work for 
the Age and the Financial Review. 
 
G.G. Ryan 
Principal. 
 
Prefects 
 
The School Prefects, mindful of the fact that 
they are school leaders of the whole school, 
made a visit to Williamstown Grammar School 
one of their first priorities.  After playing with the 
Williamstown students during the lunch break 
the prefects then attended an assembly in the 
studio where they explained their role and 
answered questions.  For prefects Elizabeth 
Anile (who started in Preparatory grade at 
Williamstown), and Kumar Marfatia (Grade 1 
Williamstown) the visit was especially poignant.  
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After the assembly the prefects spent the 
remainder of the afternoon visiting classrooms 
and helping the students with their work. 
 

 
 

 
 
Five prefects also accompanied the Principal on 
a visit to the Year 7 camp at Portsea last week 
where they joined in activities with the Year 7 
students. 
 

 

From the Head of Senior School 

Mr James Mitchell, Vice Principal 
 

Shoes for girls in the Senior School 
 
A number of girls are being asked to not wear 
black sandals to school. For a significant time, 
School has been making this request and 
emphasizing at Assemblies, in the School 
Bulletins that sandals are not acceptable.  
Heads of Houses are repeating the same 
request.  The Regulation concerning black, lace 
up, leather shoes for girls has been in the 
Record Book for some years.  These are a 
number of reasons why sandals are not 
acceptable: 
 

�x In Science Laboratories it is a Health and 
Safety issue, with lace up shoes 
providing better protection against 
possible spills 

 

�x It is not just a current fashion for girls to 
wear sandals, but many will not do up the 
buckles, making them appear untidy 

 

�x A School Uniform is exactly that: it is not 
subject to the arbitrary nature of fashion 
or whim, and it has always been a matter 
of pride that the Westbourne Uniform is 
distinguished, and is not subject to 
change unless approved by the Principal, 
the Staff and the School Council. Mr 
Ryan, in the January Bulletin emphasized 
on behalf of parents why senior uniform is 
so important.  Among the salient points 
he made was ñGirls are to wear lace up, 
black leather shoesò.   

 
We thank those who are adhering to this 
regulation.  Last year Ms Kaczkowski made 
regular reference to the issue in Assemblies.  
School respectfully requests that parents ensure 
all girls are in regulation school shoes 
immediately. 
 
Exemptions to wearing full and correct uniform 
are to be requested of Mr Ryan, but only under 
extenuating circumstances. 
 
 


