
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No. 4    March 14, 2008 
 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL  Mr G.G. Ryan 

 
Major Charity Initiative  
 
Westbourne students are very generous in 
support of deserving causes.  In most years 
students raise approximately $25,000 which is 
contributed to a range of charities.  Some we 
have traditionally supported over a long period 
of time, e.g. Werribee Mercy Hospital, the SIDS 
Foundation, and the Royal Childrenôs Hospital, 
and some we have given to because of an 
urgent and immediate need, e.g. the Tsunami 
Appeal.   
 
In 2007 the students raised a record amount of 
money, largely in response to a challenge made 
by Mr Sam Lipski, Chief Executive Officer of the 
Pratt Foundation, when he offered to match 
them dollar for dollar if they were able to raise 
more in 2007 than they had in 2006.  
 
In 2008 Westbourne students and staff have 
decided to concentrate their efforts on one 
individual charity, Kampuchea House, a small 
orphanage in Siem Reap, Cambodia, which 
seeks to provide a safe environment for the 
large number of young people orphaned by 
extreme poverty and social dislocation.  
 
In selecting a single charity we had three main 
criteria.   Firstly we wanted to ensure that the 
charity represented a real need and one where 
our contribution could make a significant impact.   

Important Senior School Dates 
March  
Fri 14 Casual Clothes Day 
Mon 17 ACS Inter-School Swimming 
Tues18-  Year 8 Camps 
Fri 28  
Wed 19 Sport v St Michaelôs Year 10 (away)  

Year 12 (home) 
Parents & Friends Meeting: Meeting 
Room, Westbourne 8:00pm 

Fri 21 Good Friday 
Mon 24 Easter Monday 
Tue 25 Year 7 Inter-House Cross Country 
Wed 26 Year 10 & Year 12 Inter House 

Cross Country 
Thu 27  Year 9 Inter-House Cross Country 
Fri 28 Year 11 & Year 12 Westbourne 

Summit, 11:45am ï 12:45pm in 
Lecture Theatre 

 

Secondly the Westbourne students and staff 
wished to establish a one-to-one relationship 
with the recipients in order to be confident that 
every cent of the money raised is used for their 
benefit rather than on agencies.   Thirdly, we 
wanted a charity with which we could have a 
tangible on-the-ground relationship.  In choosing 
Kampuchea House we will be in contact with the 
orphans by email and it is our hope to send a 
small party of students and staff across at the 
end of each year to actively work in supporting 
the orphans and the orphanage.   
 
In 2008, aided by the one-off contribution from 
the Pratt Foundation from last year, Westbourne 
students and staff feel confident they will be able 
to underwrite the construction of a community 
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hall and school at the orphanage, and possibly 
one extra house for orphaned children.  If we 
are able to do this it will both increase the 
number able to be accommodated at 
Kampuchea House and also enable the 
orphanage to make a start on providing regular 
education for the children as well as a 
community resource for the wider community.   
 
Students and staff are very excited about this 
new project and are looking forward to a visit on 
April 15 from Mr Les Stott, the Director of 
Kampuchea House, to learn more of the work 
there and how we may continue to support and 
be involved in that work. 
 
To learn more about the work of Kampuchea 
House visit the web site:  
http://www.kampucheahouse.org/index.htm    
 
Attendance  
 
Students at Westbourne have approximately 13 
weeks a year of school holidays; seven weeks in 
December/January, 2 weeks in April, 2 weeks in 
July and 3 weeks in September.  Whilst it is true 
that some school activities such as the ski trip 
and international exchange visits occur during 
these breaks, the only compulsory school 
activity scheduled during vacations is the VCE 
trial examinations held in the last week of the 
Term 3 vacation which affect only students 
studying VCE Unit 3 and 4 subjects.   
 
Our term dates are published nine to twelve 
months in advance so that parents can plan trips 
and holidays in such a way that absences in 
school time are avoided.  We do this because 
regular attendance is vital to good learning 
outcomes.   
 
I realise that some parents have no control over 
when they take their holidays.  When this is the 
case and the School is notified well in advance, 
we can work with families to minimise the 
disruption to learning that inevitably occurs.  The 
basic message however is clear; avoid 
absences in term time at all costs.  Where 
parents feel that there is no alternative to taking 
holidays during term time, the School requires 
that parents write to the Principal requesting 

leave of absence and stating the reason for the 
request.  
 
NB:  The term dates for 2009 will be published 
in the next edition of Horizons.  
 
Inter-House Athletics Sports 
 
The Senior School Inter-House athletics sports 
were held at the VUT track in Hoppers Lane last 
Friday, March 7.  Forward weather forecasts 
had led us to expect and prepare for 
temperatures in the low to mid 30C.  As a 
consequence we hired additional shade 
structures, got in additional drinks and re-
scheduled some of the distance events to early 
in the programme.   
 
On the day it actually rained lightly for the first 
70 minutes causing the shade shelters to 
become rain shelters.  Eventually the day fined 
up but the temperature only reached a mild 24C.  
Ah the joys of planning for the vagaries of 
Melbourneôs weather. 
 

 
 

  
 
G. G. Ryan 
Principal 
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